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HELLO, GIRLIE . . . Little Karen Fenn, a student at the'Onld 
Care Center of the Torrance Elementary school looks in amaze 
ment at a talking crow that wandered into the yard of the 
school last Thursday morning. The crow flitted around from tree 
to tree cawing a lusty "hello" every now and then. When last 
seen, Mr. Crow was leaving the area despite the efforts of the 
Humane society officer who was attempting to take him in and 
hold him for hit owner, if any. (Torrance Herald Photo).

HILLETT IS NAMED JUDGE 
OF CITY COURT; ATTORNEY 
AND ENGINEER JOBS VACANT

City Attorney Otto B. Wlllett, who acted as City Judge 
during the absence of John A. Shldler, In the military service, 
during the war, was named Judge of the City Court of Tor- 
ranee by the City Council last night.

Judge Shldler recently was appointed Justice of the Peace
of the local township, succeed-*   
ing the late Judge Frank R.
Carrell, and his resignation has
been acepted by the City Coun 
cil. 

Judge Wlllett's appointment
carried no effective date, and
while th eCity Charter provides
that two distinct offices be
maintained, one as prosecutor
and legal advisor to the City
Council and the other as magis
trate In the City Court,
Council found itself in the posi 
tion of having one man occupy

However. Wlllett said that 'In 
case of necessity Jusice of the 
Peace Shldler will occupy the 
City Court bench, thus eliminat 

ing the need for the prosecutor 
to appear before himself as 
City Judge. Under the Charter 
a Justice of the Peace may also 
sit as Judge of a city court. 
  The appointment of a City At 
torney will be delayed until cer 
tain Civil Service requirements 
are met'In connection with the 
Job. it was said. Judge Wlllett 
win have to take the Civil Serv 
ice test for the judgeshlp In 
order to hold the job perma 

s. nently.
The resignation of Olenn M 

' Jain as City Engineer and Dlrec 
tor of Public Works was re 
celved "with regrets" by the 
City Council last night, and no 
successor was named.

Jain's resignation Is effective 
Nov. 15.

The retiring engineer will as 
sume his duties as City Engin 
eer of Redwood City, north o| 
Palo Alto, Calif., on Nov. 17 
He had been with the City of 
Torrance for more than 
years.

The Council postponed flna 
action on the formation of the 
Vista Highlands Improvement 
District until the next regulai 
meeting, Nov. 28. 

An order to vacate certain

Education Week 
Observed Here 
By Schools

American Education Week i! 
being observed this week In thi

Monrovia Moves 
Toward City 
Manager Plan

Another Southern California 
city has started a movement 
to Install the city manager 
form of government, the lat 
est being Monrovia. The Inland 
city Is following the pattern , 
taken In Torrance, with the 
Chamber of Commerce there 
sponsoring the movement.

Asserting that the manager 
plan will result In more effi 
cient and more economical op 
eration, the Board of Direc 
tors of the Monrovia cham 
ber decided to take the mat 
ter to the City Council and 
the electorate.

A Monrovia, fact • finding 
committee, operating much as 
the Torrance Citizens Com 
mittee, pointed out "that the 
City Council at present has 
to attend to too many admin 
istrative detals which could be 
handled more efficiently by a 
city manager."

The committee contacted 50 
cities, 40 by questionnaires 
and 10 In person, and found 
unanimous approval of that 
type of government, the re 
port stated.

LA. Riders Want 
Torrance Buses 
To Serve Them

IMMEDIATE ACTION ON DEED 
TO TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
AIRPORT PROMISED BY KING

Rep. Cecil R. King, In Turrance on a flying trip checking 
up on problems of the 17th Congressional District before re 
turning to Washington, I). (., Wednesday for the special 
session uf the Congress railed by President Trumqn, expressed 
amazement when tokl that the City of Torranre hud not yet _. . -__———————*received its promised (ii*ed tf> 

the Army-developed 480 acre air 
port on Pacific Coast highway 
now occupied and in use as Tor 
ranee Municipal airport.

Representative King, a guest 
at the home of- Postmaster and 
Mrs. C. Earl Conner for Friday 
luncheon and an afternoon of 
appointments with constituents, 
said that he would contact his

King Visualizes 
Pay Boost For 
Postal Workers

CONGRESSMAN CONFERS HERE . . . Rep. Cecil King, representing the 17th Congressional Dis 
trict in Washington, D.C., was a luncheon guest of Postmaster C. Earl Conner Friday, and he 
conferred on various district matters with local civic leaders befdre returning yesterday to Wash 
ington for the special Congressional session. Shown above is a photo of Grover C. Whyte. pub
lisher of the Torrance Herald; Representative King and Postmaster Conner during the Congress 
man's visit in Torrance. (Torrance Herald photo).

Post office employees from 
Torrance, Lomita, Redondo 
Beach, Manhattan .Beach and 
San Pedro heard Rep. Cecil R.
King say their cha for larg

Washington office immediately 
to hasten the issuance of full 
occupancy rights to the airport. 
The city now occupies the air 
port on a right-of-entry and in 
terim "basis, and the deed has

COUNCIL OK'S $375 
OR FIRE STATION 
IMPROVEMENTS

The sum of $375 was appro 
bated by the City Council last 
ght for Improvements In Fire 
epartment buildings. 
Authorization was made for 

ISO to be used for .painting 
he main floor, stairway and 
all of the main fire station, 
he remaining $226 will be uded 

or paint and material for a 
mall recreation building now 
ocated in Walteria park which 
'as transferred to the Walteria 
re station.

immediately south of Domln 
guez ave. and east of Crensha 
blvd. for the multiple-housing 
project of J- H. Pine was ap 
proved when no orre appeared 
to protest the action.

The sum of tl. 173.33 for flrf 
Insurance on buildings at Toi 
ranee Municipal airport was ap 
proprlated. Mayor Sherfey e> 
plained that adjustment betweei 
th city and E. Y Tarklngton 
operator of the airport, woul< 
be made at a later date wit 
the city paying the presen 
premium In order to keep th 
insurance In effect.

56 Chambers 
Meet Tonight 
At Pepperdine

Harbor district chambers 
commerce will hold their N 
vember general meeting at 5 
o'clock tonight in the studi 
body dining room at Pepperdli* 
college, 1129 W. 79th place, U 
Angeles, according to Preside 
D. Clifford Hlggins.

Dr. A. N. Cheleden will U 
on "America on the Brink 
av M*w Era."

Dinner will be served at $1 
a plate at 7: IB p.m. Membe 

t have been urged to bring colic 
and high school students as 
guests, Hlggins announced.

of their- children. 
Observance of the week war 
ec«ded by a reception for the 
achers of Torrance schools 
xinsored by the Torrahee Edu- 
tlonal Advisory Council Thurs- 

nlght In Torrance Elemen- 
ry School auditorium. 
The affair was attended by 
>proxlmately 300 citizens and 
achcrs. and was In charge of

committee headed by Mrs. 
eorge Bradford. 
This is the first time that 
hools have observed the week, 

nder the Torrance City Board
Education.

EWER PETITIONS 
ARE AUTHORIZED

Circulation of petitions for the 
ormation of a sanitary sewer 
istrlct in the county unincor-

rorated area cast of Torrance 
t 220th st. was approved yes 
erday by the Board of Super 

I son.
The petitions must be in by 

Feb. 1, 1948, and 60 percent of 
he property owners must sign 
hem, according to Supervisor 

Raymond V. Darby, board chair-

Torrance Municipal Bus Lines 
now are figuring In IXM An 
geles City transportation prob 
lems.

Street car riders who for 
merly used the South Hoover 
and "F" ear line, now discon 
tinued, suggested to the Los 
Angeles City Council Commit 
tee on Industry and Trans 
portation Tuesday that the 
Torrance Municipal Bus Une 
he authorized to pick up pas 
sengers on South Hoover tit 
and cart them to downtown 
Los Angeles and hack.

David Joseph Reagan, of 
5*33 Hoover st, declared that 
he was not at all In favor of 
municipal ownership or oper 
ation of the transportation 
system, but did feel that the 
transit company and the board 
of public utilities had made a 
mistake when the "F" line 
was abandoned and should 
take steps at once to remedy 
the mistake .

Chairman George Moore of 
the committee declared that 
as the Council had no Juris 
diction over the routing of the 
street cars, the matter would 
be held under advisement for 
the time, being.

100 Attend 
Farewell Party 
For GJ.Jain

A "golng-away" party for 
Glenn M. Jain, retiring City En- 
glneer, was held Monday eve 
ning at the CIO hall with more 
than 100 "City employes present.

Jain has announced his resig 
nation from the post to take 
a similar position in Redwood 
City. He reports to the north- 
era city Monday.  

Mayor J. Hugh Sherfey Jr. 
presented Jain with a gold 
watch on behalf of the City em 
ployes In recognition of his 
services here since 1938.

Other gifts presented to Jain 
Included a fountain pen and 
pencil set presented by two lo 
cal contractors, Harold C. Cal- 
llhan and C. Merton Gilbert, 
cigarettes by the' Torrance Fire 
department and some venison 
steaks.

Present at the party were 
the members of the City Coun 
ell, police Chief John H. Stroh, 
Plte Chief John E. McMaster 
City Clerk A. H. Bartlett, mem 
bers qf the Planning Commls 
a ion and almost all other City 
officials and employes.

$2,500,000 SOLVENT UNIT 
PLACED IN OPERATION BY 
G.P. AT TORRANCE REFINERY

Another unit In the development and expansion of General 
Petroleum Corporation's Torrance refinery was put Into com 
mission late In September when a "nominal 5,000 HI) Edeleanu 
plant went Into operation. Total cost of the unit and its 
appurtenances approximated •2,250,000 with construction and ha 

*sic design features handled and 
! supplied by E. B. Badger and 
I Sons Co. 
j " Concerning the new unit, Ga

20-30 CLUB REVIVES
HOPE FOR
ROSE PARADE FLOAT

Reviving hope for a Torrance 
float In the New Year's day 
Tournament of Roses parade in 
Pasadena, the 20-30 club will in 
vite representatives of all local 
service groups to meet with 
them Wednesday to discuss 
plans for the entry, according 
to Dick Miller, 20-30 president.

Miller also extended an Invita 
tion to all persons Interested In 
entering a float to attend the 
meeting. The regular 20-30 meet- 
Ing will be held at Daniels 
Cafe at 7:30 p.m. with colored 
movies of the last Rose parade 
to be shown at 8:15 p.m. by 
Sld Exley, representative of the 
Tournament of Roses assocla-

School Board 
Members View 
lew Buildings

Member* of the Torrance 
City Board of Education, hut 
Thursday vlalted new school 
buildings In Hermosa Beach 
and Inglewood to get a back 
ground of building problem* 
which will be faced In Tor 
ranee goon with the rapid ex- 
paiulon of the residential did 
Met.

Board President Howard A 
Wood, M.I)., Vice President 
Grace W, Wrlght and mem 
bers Evelyn I. Carr and 
George P. Thatcher viewed 
type* of construction at 
Grandvlew and North schools 
In Hermosa Beach; Warren 
Lane and Crosier schools In 
Ingtewood.

Accompanying- the Board 
member* were Superintendent 
of School* 4. H. Hull and Dr. 
IrvUur R. Melbo, consultant to 
the Torrance schools.

CITY WORKERS CLAIM 
PENSION TOO COSTLY

A group of city employees contending that the cost of the 
State Employees Retirement Fund Is too much, may face a deci 
sion of quitting municipal service altogether or Influencing the 
people to vote to abandon the pension system In Torrance, It

er benefits' and pay inci
are "very favorable." at a meet-, beep, promised for months. It 

  ._...   ..._jing Monday of the National | WOuld grant full ownership of 
Federation of Postofflce Clerks, | the airpoit lo U'e city, except 
Local 3?6, in the San Pedioj ln national emergency when.the 
YMCA.

Stores To Open 
lights During 
fuletide Season

Christmas shoppers will he 
able to buy their gifts at 
night after Friday, Dec. 12, 
according to the decision made 
Tuesday by Retail Merchants 
division of the Torrance Cham 
ber of Commerce to keep 
stores open every week night 
of the holiday season.

Friday evening shopping will 
be continued In the meantime, 
merchants reported.

Unless more contributions 
are received, few Christmas 
decorations will be on Tor 
rance streets, the committee 
In charge announced. Some 
draplngs and silver strands 
have been bought, hut addi 
tional money Is needed Im 
mediately, according to Ber 
nard Lee.

2 Injured In 
Accident

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Valen 
zucla, 438 N. Harbor st., 
roinal Island, were injured Satur 
day when the car in which they

riding was struck f 
the rear by a truck driven by 
Charles B. Crye, 207 E. 238th 
pi., Wllmington.

The accident occurred on Pa 
clflc Coast highway about oni 
half mile west of Hawthorm 
Blvd. Both Mr. and Mrs. Va 
lenzuela were taken to Harbo 
General hospital for treatn 
with .Valenzuela being rcle 
Tuesday and Mrs Valenzuela 
still undergoing treatment 

Crye was arrested followintj
he accident on a charge 

driving while Intoxicated, a
ony In this case since per:
were injured. He will hav
tearing Monday.

C. Earl Conner, postmaster; 
George A. Hannan. superintend 
ent of mails and Coy H.- White 
from the Torrance post office 
attended

Eighty   eight persons heard 
the congressman speak at an 

I "appreciation dinner" given in 
his honor. He urged postnnen 

!to maintain their pressure for 
favorable legislation and to keep 

! close touch with government of 
ficials and their union leaders. 

i King said a retirement bill 
I submitted this year by postal 
employees was held up by lack 

I of interest on the part of a .Adams, assistant manager of Delaware congressman' charged 
anufacturing of General Petro-; w j tn initiating it. 
urn, said: Guests included A. L. Wood- 
"Within practical limits every i  ,(  f y. 3. shipping administra 

f fort has been made to incor-1 lOr and ' Warren Towne, presi- 
flexibility In so far as dent of the California chapter

oncerns types of charge stocks 
hich may be successfully proc- 
ssed and. also the range of 
olvent treatment to which each 
tock may be subjected. It 

might bo added that the start- 
p of this unit was the most 
neventful and smoothest from 
he standpoint of all phases of 
iperation of any other similar 

  vent with the exception of the 
lommencement of the Tcrmo- 
br Catalytic Cracking units.

"In operations it is expected 
,hat the solvent to oil ratio-may 
vary between limits of from '-i 

as high as 2 to 1 with, of 
course, certain variations in the 

iharge rate. Products which 
may be 'produced as occasion 
.rises will range from solvents 
both parafflnic and aromatic), 

kerosene, agricultural spray oils 
and diesel fuels. Diesel fuel of 
50 octane number or higher as 

ccasion requires will be pro 
duced.

"Among the basic design fea 
lures supplied by the Badger 
company which might be men 
tioned are that on the raffinate 
three stages of SO2 removal 

provided whereas in the 
of the extract four stages 

are incoiT»rated. Such techni- 
features of processing in-

of post office clerks.

military forces would 
>ver for the duration 
emergency. 

King

take It 
of the

said that full title 
should have pas ed to

Ma 
17th 

ocra

Dominguez Area 
Asks Relief In 
Pollution Crisis

sure maximum ecovcry of th<
ilvent on the one hand and, 
corollary, minimum retention 

of SO2 in the product requir 
ing added steps for removal 
Needless to say, completion and 
operation of this modem solv 
ent refining plant will keep Gen 
oral Petroleum in the forefront 
of the-petroleum industiy In Jhe

vostigation o f assertedlv 
dangerous unsanitary condi 

s in the flooded Laguna Do 
minguez slough area was u> 
lumed at a meeting held at 

Carson St. School Nov. 7. ac- 
:ording to R. M. Johnson. 20958 i J;wo. 

Jamison Ave., Keystone.
Johnson, and W. D. Reynolds, 

irector of the Dominguez Area 
hamber of Commerce, and citi 

zens are asking better drainage 
and sewage disposal in the pol 
luted .art-a. This area is bounded 
by 213th St., Main St., East 
Road and Jamison Ave.

Johnson said that 132 now 
homes and 30 others, housing 

 e than 6000 people are in 
the area which is expected to 
become even more dangerous to 
public health when winter Hoods 
fill up <he cesspools.

Reynolds said that the Domln 
KUOZ Area Chamber of Com 
merce will aid the Laguna Do 
minguez slough residents In ob 
tainini; relief from the pollution

the city weeks ago, in accord 
ance with stipulations previously 
made by government agenol.es. 
He recognized that no perma 
nent development could be 
made there until such title is 
passed.

Repiesentative King met ear 
lier in the afternoon with Post 
master Conner, James D. 
Donald, chairman of the 
Congressional District Dei 
tic Central Committee, Grover 
C. Whyte, publisher of the Tor 
rance Herald and Frank S. Selo- 
ver. managing editor of the H*v 
raid, and later, in a series of 
appointments. J. Henrich Hull, 
superintendent of schools, Sam 
Levy, Tom F. McGuire, chair 
man of the City Planning Com 
mission and the Airport Plan 
ning Commission, A. H. Bftrt- 
lett, City Clerk, James W. Post, 
president and R. J. Delnlngrr, 
vice president, Torrance Nation 
al Bank. Blaine Walker, secre- 
tary of Torrance Chamber of 
Commerce, Dean Sears, man 
ager, and George Johnson, as 
sistant manager, Torrance 
branch of the Bank of America, 
and others.

Speaking of redlstricting plans, 
he said that no change would 
take place until at least 1962, 
and that at that time the 17th 
District would require at least 

esentatives. Figures 
show that where 370.000 comti- 
uents is considered a large dis 

trict, the 17th now has nearly 
700,000 persons within Its Ilm- 

"And you will find," Rep- 
ntative King declared, "that 
biggest growth in this part 

of the county is toward the" 
southwest area comprising the 
17th Congressional District."

Sunday, Representative King 
talked to a breakfast of the 
46th Assembly Distilct Demo 
cratic Breakfast Club in Man 
hattan Beach, and Monday ,to 
the meeting of Customs and 
Federal employees in San Pe- 
dro.

water and unsanitaiy 
cwage disposal methods 
Elected vice chairman of the 

headed by Johnson wi

Weather Report

TEMPERATURE

oiv ation ant) quality 
utput. 1

>f iU
Frank II. Stevens Mr Annlr

named secretary 
Hubbard. treasurer.

appeared last night.
Several higher bracket em 

ployees think that they are pay- 
Ing too much for the pension 
plan which ic in operation In 
many government subdivisions 
in California, and to which the 
political Nubdlvislon contributes 
nearly 60 percent.

Under the schedule adopted 
by ordinance of the City Coun 
oil effective July 1, 1647, oily 
employees are to pay from $7.83 
per $100 salary, for a 30-year 
old employee, to 110.46 per $100 
salary for a 80-year-old employ

I
ee. The taxpayers of Torrance, 
In addition, pay to the retire

ment fund 9.138 percent of the 
payroll.

No deductions have been 
made as yet from the city work 
ers' pay checks, but when they 
start they will have withheld 
from their checks deductions for 
two salary paying periods until 
the contributions are complete 
back to July 1.

Several conferences have been 
held with the City Council, but 
the objecting employee* have 
been told they can only quit 
their Job*, or bring about re 
peal of the pension ordinance, 
to beat the present withdrawal 
schedules.

To Discuss 
Marriage

series of four lectures on 
phases of married life will be 
gin this week under the spon 
sorship of the Y.W.C.A., In the 
courtroom of the Torranee City 
Hall. At 8 p.m. Thursday Mrs. 
Eugene L. Cook will speak on 
'The Mental Aspect of V 
rlage."

Other speakers In the series 
will be Mrs. Frances Scott, and 
John A. Shldler, newly ap 
pointed Justice of the Peace for 
the local township.

The course will cover social, 
mental, physical and spiritual 
aspects of marriage, will pre 
sent solutions to everyday prob 
lem* and should be beneficial 
to ptraons of the community 
planning marriage and to those 
already married, according to 
Mis* Helen Lockwood, YWCA 
director.

ROTARY CLUB TO 
HEAR SPEECH ON 
BOYS' PROBLEMS

Oscar Kantner, oubllc rela 
tions director for Warner Bro 
thers theaters, will sneak on 
"Boys Yesterday. Today anil 
Tomonow" at a Rotary Club 
meeting tonight at 6:30 o'clock 
In the Women's clubhouse, ac 
cording to James L. I^ynch, 
president.

Kantner Is an authority en 
Juvenile delinquency and mis 
spent much of his time wo>k 
Ing on youth projects.

restrict Governor I.,. Thurv 
tcn Harshman will make hi., 
rocond official visit to Torranf 
Rotarv at the Thuisday. Nov. 20 
meeting.

RUMMAGE SALE
Torrance High School P.T.A 

will sponsor a rummage sale 
from 9 am. to 9 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, and Friday ev< 
Ring In the Whelan drug stoi 
building.

NEW $2,500,000 REFINERY ADDITION . . . Pictured here is a part of the new solvent re- 
fining addition to General Petroleum Corp's huge Terrance refinery. Built at a cost of $2,500,000 
during the past year, the addition was placed in operation recently.


