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MANAGER SYSTEM IN USE
IN 753 AMERICAN CITIES;

'ARTIGLES SUPPORT PLAN

That the City Manager system Is the most honest and pro-
gressive form of city government is pointed out in two publica.

tions of the past week,

in Torrance

in view of the efforts of the Citizens’ Committee to have the City

Charter to pi a O

One is a report of the talk of¥

ity M here.

Dr. C. A. Dykstra before the In-
ternational City Managers Asso-
ciation convention in Coronado,

last: week. Dykstra, now provost

of University of California in Los
Angeles, formerly was City Man-
ager of Cincinnati from 1930 to
1987, & LR
Wheh the city manager system
was inaugurated in this country,
many called it “subversive” and
“dictatorial,” but today it has
been accepted by more than 700
cities ‘as ‘the “most hnest and
progressive” form of municipal
government, Dr, Dykstra de-
clared. Y .
“Life” magazine carried @
full page editorial in its issue
of last week on “Reform Is

Sweeping the Citles,” declaring

that “even the best City Man-

ager needs a vigilant citizenry
to make it last.”

The article traced graft and
corruption .of such cities as Kan-
sas City, Mo, Cincinnati, Minne-
apolis and other metropolitan
communities ‘of more than 20
years ago, and how much of it
had been corrected through the
City Manager form of governh-
ment, 3

It pointed out that as early as
the 1880's, -Lord Bryce, in Ameri-
can Commonwealth, declared that
government of cities was one of
the conspicuous failures of
American demoeracy. ’

The ' article eredl? “really

" with

munief-

turity to know what they want
and how to get it.

“Blecting a good mayor is
goad, but not good enough. ‘Min:
neapolis, fcr example, eledted a
fine man named Hubert Hum-
phrey, Jr.,, a teacher of political
sclence. Once in City Hall he
sent for a department head and
asked . for some information pre-
liminary to a reorganization. The

| department head looked at the

mayor coldly and replied, “I have
26 bosses upstairs in the city
couneil, They require all my
time. I can't take care of you.”
‘The new mayor thus learned with
a bang that his city suffered
from “charteritis.” He has there-
fore led a campaign to revise
the charte. so it will center more
power in’ the mayor's hands.

. “Good 'municipal government
is a fairly new 'science in Ameri-
ca, though our reforming itch
is an old one. Only a couple of
generations ago the average
town offered police and fire pro-
tection and little *else, Utilities,
including water, were more often
than not private enterprise. So
wis welfare, or charity. Health
departments were unheard of un-
til New York .got the bright
idea, Traffic problems were not
aven d Detroit dream.

“80 almost anybodv with a
strong handshake and a Prince
Albert coat was qualified to
serve as mayor. .

“The usual reform pattern was
to fanfare the scandal and use it
to elect some paiently honest

pal government

To quote from the article in
part:

“The  National Municipal
League, with reports from ey
state, says flatly that the U. 8.
is now haying the greatest ?ﬁ
of local reform im history.
of this is due to veterans who
came back with reinvigorated
ideas of democracy: in Athens,
Tenn., they turned the rascals
out at gun point. Some is due
to the pressure for higher wages
by eity workers and teachers;
with ‘8o many exacting eyes on
them, city fathers find it harder
to clip away a dishonest dollar.
But  the most thing

burgher,p. eferably with conspic
uous church connections. His
virtue was expected to give him
the wisdom to cope with selfish

it and the ge to
direct a growing complexity of
mifnicipal affairs, No wonder so
many reforms fizzled in disap-
pointments. The best of them
left strong charters but weak
and corrupt mayors in their

€.

“But one reform did not fizzle:
Cincinnati’s. Anybody interested
in improving any city govern-
ment, small or large, cannot do
better than study what Murray
Sesisongood, Charles P. Taft and
others did for their home town.

Ol

about the present reform wave
rection, -Americans m‘p.w appear

W to have tical ma-

i was being run by
a character named R, H. Hynicka
via long distance from his New
York theater. But the
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+.vi8.a firm believer in cooperation...
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‘|was in jail. ‘Then the League of

Slough, Harbor
Area Viewed By
Representatives

A tour of the Harbor district
Sunday concluded the inspection
of public works projects in this
area by members of the Public
Works Committee of the House,
of Representatives,

The Congressmen will consider |
the advisability of repairing thg |
outer breakwater, additional
dredging in the harbor and de.
velopment of Bixby Slough as a
part of the Inner Harbor.
Splitting into two groups, the
committee’ Saturday inspected
shore line developments from
Playa del Rey to Newport Boach}
and flood-control projects in the |
Whittier Narrows basin area and |
at the San Antonio Dam site. |
Rep. Gordon L. McDonough of |
Los Angeles, a member of the|
group, said the committee plans
to autherize nearly $8,000,000,000
for public works in a report to
the next session of Congress.
Approximately $100,000,000 of
this arnount will be earmarked
for the Los Angeles County area .
duting the next five years, he
said. .

Cincinnati reformers knew they
had to do something more than
just abolish. Hynicka. They de-
cided that a professional city
manager,a man trained and 'ex-
perienced jn running the business
of a municipality, would be their |
best bet as a replacement for
the gang. This was not an or-
iginal idea. Citx managers had
been gaining in répute for more
than a decade. But Cincinnati's
reformers observed that a man-
ager's success would depend on
the quality of the city' council
that hired him and set his
policies.”

Proceeding to explain how
«Cincinnati overcame its City
Council politics and declared

sdmin. g
Istrative department has bGeéen
a model.

“The debt has gone down,
80 have taxes. It's been a clean
city for 22 years. It has re-
pulsed repeated attempts to
mess it up again.  For behind
its good machinery is a wide-
awake group of citizens who
"know that constant vigilance
Is the price of good govern-
ment.

“This success has inspired
other cities, Cambridge, Mass.,
had got about as corruptas you
can get in 1942, Even the mayor

Women Voters, some Harvard
professors (including Dean Lan-
dis of the Law School) and other
good citizens put over a plan
similar to Cincinnati’s. Already
taxes have been cut 23%, while
the wages of city employees have
gone up an average of $500. The
cost of paving, always a graft
thermometer, has been cut from
a high of $250 a yard to an
average of 60c.
“And now the Cambridge ex:
ample is spreading to five other
Massachusetts cities: Somerville,
Medford, Worcester, Fitchburg
and Pittsfield are voting on adop-
tion of a similar plan this fall
Indeed, 81 U. 8. communities,
including Hartford, Connecticut,
adopted the city manager plan
last year. That is nearly twice
the record of any preVious year.
Already this year 66 communities
have adopted it and many more,
including Richmond, Va., are ex-
pected to vote it in during the
autumn elections. No less than
7568 American cities' now have
managers, one out of every four
above 10,000 population.”
timely manner, and as if
to vindicate the efforts of the
Citizens Comumittee in Torrance
to Install the City Manager
form of government here and
end its administrativg and fi-
nancial dilemma, the article
states:
“No clty retains its title as
the Cradle of Liberty (or even '
the Hub of the Universe) with-
out fighting for it. Good gov-
ernment exists only where the
peolxw keep everlastingly at it.
Pericles regarded the man who
holds aloof from public life
‘not as quiet, but as useless’.”

Torrance Citizens Committee
will meet on November 4 to re-
ceive a report ofthe subcommit-
tee on the City Manager Charter
amendment which it is hoped can
be placed on the ballot in time
to get ratification at the session
of the California Legislature
opening in March, making it ef-
fective on July 1, 1848,

They want a manager in full
control of administrative affairs
rather than an “administrator”

under City Council control as
proposed by Mayor J. Hugh Sher-

fey, Jr.
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Christmas

Your New

LINGERIE

Is at Benson's Now!
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Lovely Gowns . . .
Luxurious rayons, jerseys, sheers
and satins . . . in tailored and
'frilly styles . . . designed to flat-
ter young hearts.

3% 10"

ENSON'S

LOS ANGELES . . . HOLLYWOOD +, . . INGLEWOOD . .. GLENDALE . . . MAYWOOD . . . FLORENCE . .

= Lo e R e

Quilted
Satin

Rabes

Luminoiss quality satin quilted robes at Southern
California's lowest prices! The Benson shops in-
vite you to compare the price and quality of
these robes with quality robes ever.ywhere.
Luxuriously cut with a full sweep .. . delightfully
feminine styles with or without lace accents.

Have them in gleaming pastels shades of pink,

_ white, blue or rose and win. Lovely to look at,

lovely to own . .. the greatest value ever.

$1095

e

$1395

DO YOU HAVE YQUR —

HALF SLIPS

— for That New Long Dress?
Benson's collection includes the
new white and blacks in jer-
sey and crepe.

§3.98 — $5.98

Hours 9:30 to 5:30 Daily — Scturdays till 8

1271 Sartori Ave. — Torrance

. BURBANK . . , LONG BEACH
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