
TORRANCE HERALD
ESTABLISHED 1914

I3rd YEAR No.

PER CO»V. 10C

Los Angeles Enjoined From 
Removing School Property; 
Real Estate Sales Stopped

TORRANCE SCHOOL PRINCIPALS . . . Appointed principals 

of two important Torrance elementary schools are A. R. Beards- 

ley, left, who will be in charge of Torrance Elementary school, 

and -A. N. Posnar, right, who will direct Fern Avenue school.. 

Both administrators have had wide experience in education 

circles, according to records of the Torrance City Board of 

Education. .

A Newspaper Takes a Bow
It isn't often that a newspaper swells its, chest and" tales a 

bow for civic accomplishment, out rt seems merited this week for 

the Torrance Herald* to call the attention of its readers to whet in 

newspaper language is termed "alert reporting" and reporting 

which has led to the saving to taxpayers of this district'of perhaps 

$500,000 this week.

It was in the midst of tha school withdrawal campaign, itself 

sponsored by this newspaper, that K became evident that Los 

Angeles was intent upon "stripping" the Torrance schools of every­ 

thing movable, even buildings.

Alert to this, every move on the part of Los Angeles was 

watched by the Herald with intent interest and the torch .hardly 

had been applied to the wire fence potts at Torrance Elementary 

School in preparation for removal of the bungalows there before 

the Herald was on the job to stop the removal of those buildings. 

Enlisting the aid of such citmlil as James L Lynch and Fay L. 

Perks, the financial assistance of the City Council was asked to 

hire counsel to restrain Loi Angeles from taking Torrance school 

property sway from the Torranee taxpayers.
Th* Herald contacted an attorney eiperienced in school cases, 

S. V. O. Pritchard, and arrived at a fee for Kindling such a 

restrainer action.
They failed to convince the City Council that it legally could 

 finance this action.
City Judge John A. Shidler came to the Herald and said that 

he would file the case as his own attorney and as a taxpayer. 

This he did. But he failed to get a temporary restraining order.

Realaing the danger of losing some $1 10,000 worth of bunga­ 

lows, $50,000 worth of real estate and other equipment vafued at 

$100,000, the Herald then turned to public subscriptions and en­ 

listed the aid of Fay Parks. A fvjaei was raised among local busi­ 

ness and professional men and Pritchard was hired.

Pritchard went- to work, got the temporary restraining order, 

and immediately upon the etajtign of the Board of Education, the 

(chool district joined in the suit.
Hie result now is final. Los Angeles cannot remove bunalows, 

sell real estate in Torrance nor remove equipment secured within 

buildings. And the two bungalows moved away must be returned. 

Yes, the Herald feels as though it should take a bow, while 

congratulating Judge Shidler, Pritehard, the Board of Education 

and the citixens who sponsored the fund raising drive to initiate 

th* action.
In another case, the Herald spearheaded a movement which 

eliminated the need for El Gamine Junior College board to pur­ 

chase for nearly, $200,000 75 acres of land for the college. The 

deal was ready to be made because the Board of Supervisors, 

with the support of Sardena gambling Interests, placed a $3,000 

per acre price on the Alondra Park site.
Appealing to members of the Junior College board of trustees, 

th* Herald offered to organize ell the newspapers and civic leaders 

in the Junior College district to appear before the supervisors and 

appeal for consideration of the taipayers' interest.
Winning the nod, the trustees delayed their land purchase 

deal, and the Herald went to work.
The price last week was lowered to a figure between $500 and 

$1,500; this weak the supervisors decided to make a "gift" of the 

land.
Yes, we take a bow.

There will he no appeal on the part of the Ixm Angele* 

City Board of Kilucatlon from the Superior court decision on 

Tuesday permanently enjoining IXM Angeles from removing 

bungalows from Torrance school property, sejllng real estate 

here and ordering the Los Angeles district to return the two 

bungalows moved Feb. 8 to Gar
dena.

So the Torrance Herald was 
informed yesterday by Attorney 
S. V. O. Pritchard after consul­ 
tation with representatives of 
the County Counsels office.

Upwards of $280,000 worth of 
property was preserved for the 
people of Torrance School dis­ 
trict Tuesday when Superior 
Judge W. Turney Fox enjojned 
the Los Angeles board from re­ 
moving or selling school build­ 
ings and equipment in Torrance.

A similar decisioi 
dered in the Cu

was ren 
T City case

which was filed shortly after 
group of local businessmen hired 
Pritchard to protect the tax­ 
payers' interests of Torrance by 
filing the restraining action.

Torrance for sale to Torrance of 
the block of land at Fern ave. 
and Eldorado, valued at nearly 
$20,000. Los Angeles had agreed 

sell the land to the city 
for $6,000.

The Torrance lawsuit was 
filed originally by City Judge 
John A. Shidler, after local 
businessmen, realizing that   Los 
Angeles was attempting to 

schools of ev-
erything possible to move, had 
failed in their effort to have 
the City Council, as representa-
tlves of the people's interests, 
finance the suit. Later the group 
took up a collection and hired 
Pritchard, formerly with the 
County Counsel's office in charge 

»,. , , , .... . . of school matters, and Pritchard
The Los Angeles district1 had obtalned a temporary restrain- 

Ing order where Shidler had 
been unable to get such an 
order. 

Testifying Tuesday at the trial

announced that it was planning 
to move eleven bungalows, val­ 
ued at upwards of $110,000. In 
the case of Walteria, this might 
have left the area without a 
school, since all classes there are 
being conducted in bungalows.

Also, Los Angeles had adver­ 
tised for bids on the 15-acre 
farm site on Redondo Beach 
blvd., east of Crenshaw blvd., 
in Torrance, valued at some $40,- 
000, apd already had entered 
Into a deal with the city of i

were Superintendent of Schools 
J. H. Hull, representing ' 
ranee, and Dr. Frank Evans, of 
the Los Angeles school office.

ses had been sum 
they ' were not

Other witnei 
moned but 
needed. 

Hull testified that Toirance

(Continued on Pao« 5-A)

Supervisors Approve Plan For Gift 
Of Alondra Park Land For College

A proposal by Supervisor Leonard J. Roach that part of the 
78 acres In Alondra Park be transferred without cost to the El 
Camlno Junior College District. Tuesday wan approved by the 
Board of Supervisors.

In return for this gift of land for academic buildings, the

> county retains acreage where re­ 
creational facilities would be es­ 
tablished.

The "gift" of land is a come­ 
down from a $3000-per-acre price 
put on the land at the insistence 
of gambling-repiesentative Qar- 
dena interests, but It was the 
Intention that the land be made 
a gift when the California La 

' glslature adopted unanimously 
the enabling act to allow trans­ 
fer of the park land for educa­ 
tional purposes.

At the time the $8000 price 
was offered, the Junior College 
board started negotiations to 
buy land at Aviation blvd. and 
Center st. at $2900 an acre for 
the college.  

This brought a wave of pro­ 
tests, spearheaded by Tor­ 
rance leaders, and the pur­ 
chase was abandoned In favor 
of further efforts to get the 
supervisors to cut the land 
price U) 
or "give' 
triot,"

A committee of county off! 
clals and college district repre­ 
sentatives was appointed to de­ 
cide how much of the lane 

> should be used for recreatlona 
purposes and how much for 
scholastic buildings.

Roach said the recreations, 
facilities should be available to 
the public and that a plan

(Continued en PM« 4,-A)

reasonable flgui 
the land to the die-

Auditor Declares 
Finance Report 
Two Weeks Off

While ritliens and taxpayers 
an continually "hounding" the 
aty Hall for word about 
"where we stand" financially, 
Toirance City Auditor Ix>gan 
K. Cotton told th« Torrance 
Herald this week that It will 
be about two weeks before a 
financial statement on city 
fund! can be completed.

' W« don't have all the fact* 
together as yet," Cotton uld.

He promised, however, that 
In two weeks he will have 
the fund receipt* and distri­ 
bution* and comparisons with 
last year an shown by the 
saving mulling from the re­ 
duction of 35 on the city pay­ 
roll.

Also, he said, a statement 
wU| be given a* to where 
their money 1» going and how 
much Torrance has outstand­ 
ing In registered warrant*.

Among other question* which 
MM dttsena are asking are:

How mm* money has been

(Continued an !   » 7-A)

THOMAS LOSES THIRD ROUND 
OF BILL TO WITHDRAW SAN 
PEDRO FROM LOS ANGELES

Assemblyman Vincent Thomas lost the third round of his 

fight to pace legislation to permit San Pedro to withdraw 
from the City of IXM Angeles.

At the Monday session of the Assembly he won 42 "aye" 
votea on his bill, a sufficient majority. He had secured amend­ 

ments to limit the bill to Los*                     

Angeles and San . Pedro. Previ­ 
ously, the bill would have ap­ 
plied to any section of any 
city, and It garnered only 29 
votes of the needed 41.

Yesterday, the Assembly re­ 
verted Itself and voted 53 to 
IS to reconsider the bill, but 
at the same tune approved 
unanimously the Introduction 
of a resolution rebuking la* 
Angeles for falling to carry 
through Its promise* to San 
ftdro made when the harbor 
area wan annexed In 1909.

Thomaa sakl ttiat he will 
hold his bill on file before 
the assembly until "we can 
determine what action IXM 
Angela* officials take on the 
harbor problems."

He accused Bowron of "us­ 
ing trick and device" In oppos­ 
ing the bill and questioned If 
Bowron wan "guilty of legis­ 
lative Interference."

The original bill provided 
any district of any city could 
vote on Ita own to withdraw 
from the parent city. As 
amended. It was applicable 
only to Los Angeles and Ita 
various annexed suburbs.

Such cities as Torrance and 
other municipalities outside 
of IXM Angele* would not 
have been Involved under pro­ 
visions of the bill.
Six Los Angeles assemblymen 

voted in favor of the "knife 
Los Angeles" bill, which was In 
spired by the failure of Los An 
geles to keep its promises tc 
San Pedro made at the time 
the port city annexed to Los 
Angeles many years ago.

Passage In the cow   county 
dominate Senate was conceded, 
but there Is speculation as to
Govei 
the bill. 

Mayor Bo

Warren's attitude on

'ion of Los Ange­
les had said the bill was In­ 
spired by radical union labor 
elements seeking to get con 
trol of the harbor. "If the C.I.O. 
could dominate this harbor, this 
wouldn't have happened," he 
said. Assemblyman Thomas al­ 
ways has won solid union labor 
support but his policies are on 
the conservative side, his friends 
here pointed out.

The same reasons that mot I 
vatcd withdrawal of Torrance 
schools from the Los Angeles 
City School System are behind 
the bill, Thomas said. The 
city of Los Angeles has ncg 
leoted the harbor district and 
has failed to provide adequate 
services, buildings and harbor 
facilities.

CIO Denies 
Bowron Charge; 
Raps Los Angeles

The Los Angeles C.I.O. Coun­ 
cil yesterday issued the follow­ 
ing statement regarding San 
Pedro's atempt to withdraw 
from Los Angeles.

Mayor Bowron's hysterical 
charge that CIO unions are "at 
the bottom of the attempt tc 
sever San Pedrb frond Los An 
geles" Is not only untrue, it is 
an attempt by the Mayor 
hide the shocking misfeasance 
and incompetence of his harbor 
commission.

The CIO has not been a part 
ol the secessionist move nor 
>as it taken any position on the 
issue. However, the CIO for 
many yeais has been fighting 
for a modern, efficiently oper 
ated Los Angeles harbor. One 
third of CIO's members in Los 
Angeles gain their livelihoods 
through harbor facilities.

Under the Bowron adminlstra 
tlon, many of the harbor's fae 
ilities have become dilapidated 
and dangerous, reducing Los 
Angeles to a second-rate port 
and threatening this community 
with a serious loss of shlpplni 
and foreign commerce.

The CIO, along with the A.F 
of L., the San Pedro Chambe 
of Commerce, San Pedro Bus 
ness Men Associated, th 
Twenty-Thirty club and othe 
business and civic groups, hi 
made many proposals to Mayo 
Bowron for improvement and 
modernization of the harbor. 

One proposal was for a 
quate docking facilities for th 
world's largest and most costl 
fishing fleet. Millions of do 
lars in fishing boats, on whlc 
thousands of CIO and A.F. of L 
jobs depend, are now ciowdi 
Into an Inadequate, bottleneck 
slip, alongside an old wixxl 
dock that Is literally falling 
into the water and has been 
characterized as a fire menace 
many times. The recent d«' 
structlon of the watcrftont at 
Texas City would be insignifi­ 
cant compared to the catas 
tiophe that could occur any day 
If San Pedro's tinder box - - Its 
finh harbor - caught fire. Un­ 
less Improved facilities, are pro-

*n Pet* 4-A)

Nineteen THS 
Teachers Picked, 
Cobb Announces

Nineteen teachers have been 
employed for Toirance high 
school next year and their 
names were released to the Tor- 
ranee Herald yesterday by W. 
K. Cobb, superintendent of Re­ 
dondo Union High School dis­ 
trict, of which Torrance becomes 
a part starting July 1.

The teachers selected and as- 
Signed to Torrance are. 

Principal, W. WaUer; 
Vice principal, Arthur W. 

Mall;
Dean of Girls, Mm. Bess. 

Valentine;
English, Miss Mozelle Mar­ 

shall, Miss Mavel P. Kkwter; 
Science, Clem K. Saunders; 
Social Science, Herbert W. 

Irwin, Mrs. Adella S. Dwtght; 
Homemaklng, Mrs. Mae Bu- 

cluuian;
Language, Miss' Marian H. 

Thompson;
Shop, James K. Brucker, C. 

E. McMoran;
Agriculture, Fred I.. Eckeri; 
Art, Miss Elaine Crowe; 
G I r 1 »' physical education. 

Miss .lune Cope, Miss Doris 
May Avis;

Business Education, Miss 
Carolyn Kyes, Miss Frances 
M. Lawrence;

Attendance and Contiuna 
tton, Albert Applegate.
Principal Waller, Mrs. Dwight, 

firs. Buchanan, McMoran. Miss 
Kyes and Applegate all are now 
in the Redondo high school sys­ 
tem. All others are newly hired, 
Cobb said.

"We arc doing our best "to 
get teachers of high educational 
standards for Torrance high 
chool," Superintendent Cobb 
ated.
He said that he anticipates an 

mollmejit of slightly less than 
00 in the four grades of the 
gh school. This will require 

Between 29 and 30 teachers, he 
aid.

Cobb declared that' all sen- 
rs now attending Torrance 
igh school from outside of 
Torrance will be permitted to 
ontlnuc to attend the high 
chool here, if they so desire. 
:uch an arrangement has been 
nade with Los Angeles City 
iltrh school district, he declared. 

Custodial and maintenance

SCHOOL BOARD ASKS SPECIAL 
ELECTION TO RAISE FUNDS 
NEEDED FOR FIRST YEAR f

Torrance City Board of Education voted Tuesday Might tej 

ask the office of the County Superintendent of ScbavU t*>,.e*i 

a special election on July 11 on the question of temporarily 

raising the minimum elementary school tax rate from 94M»<tMr

SAP Command 
Changes In Air 
Field Fight

MISS TORRANCE OF 1947 . . . Take your pici from these Torrance beauties and then cast yttj* 

ballots for "Miss Torrance of 1947." Your mone/ not only will go to the election of the Qu«*aT;r 

but will aid the V.W.C.A. building fund. At left is CarloHa Dean, American Legion candi<M«j~t 

center, Miss" Bettie West, Lions <jlub, and Miss Pat Ream, Rotary Club. Other candidates are enlif. " 

ing this week, members of the Junior Women's Club, "sponsors, announced. (All photos by _R«y . 

Studio.)   , ' .  '^' ' : -

Carlotta Dean 
Leads Drive For 
'Miss Torrance'

Carlotta Dean, the cute 
little brunette entry of the 
American I.ftflon. jumped to 
first place from third this 
week In the "Miss Torrance of 
1947" queen contest with 7458 
votes.

Next Is Settle West, petite, 
entry of the Lions club.

In third place is. Pat Ream, 
sponsored by Rotary club ami 
In fourth place the 20-30 club 
entry. Miss Rosalie Fortln.

This setup, you can rest as­ 
sured, will iv»t last long he- 
cause pretty little Miss For­ 
tln, the 18 - year   old   blonde 
whose pleasing personality 
greets you at the register of 
McCown's drug store, is just 
getting started and as of this 
date had no chance to show 
what she can really do.

The V.F.W. Auxiliary ami 
the Women of the Moose up 
to this date have not com­ 
pleted sehvtton of their entry. 

Which one of these girls do 
you think looks like Miss Tor 
ranee of 1947?

You can vote, you know! 
For each dime you give you 

get ten votes. This money 
goes to the Y.W.C.A. building 
fund set up by the Torrance 
Junior Women's club. Give 
your name, your address and 
the contestants for whom you 
wish to vote. If your votes 
are 100 or more your receipt 
will be mailed to you.

Any monies mailed In must 
be postmarked not later than 
May 81 to give credit to con­ 
testants.

Mall all donations to Jun­ 
ior Women's Club Y.W.C.A. 
Building Fund, Torrance Wel­ 
fare Center, 1339 Post ave., 
Torrance, Calif.

* $100 to $1.40 cents.
By this .means. It was pointed 

out by Dr. Howard A. Wood, 
president of the Board of r&4u, 
cation, some $150.000 will' be 
raised to adequately t!nams*<ltoc 
schools during the first year 
when Torrance will receiV*",'ftft 
state school support. The state 
funds, based on average d*T)y 
attendance, will go to Los An­ 
geles for another year.

The decision to ask the peoffe 
to grant the additional 50 tents

I per $100 temporarily came, short­ 
ly after Superintendent of 
Schools J. H. Hull had an­ 
nounced the saving of approxi­ 
mately that amount by perma­ 
nently restraining Los Angeles 
City Schools from moving some
II bungalows from Torranee 

[grounds, valued at $10,000 each, 
I and restraining the L. A. ays- 
I tern from selling real estate 
I valued at $40,000. 
j In addition. It was pointed 

i out, Torrance saved appTQXf- 
| mately $1,500,000 In withdrawing 
| from Los Angeles and tH)B 

obligations

Amid reports of Congres­ 
sional Investigation of affairs 
at Lomlta night strip. Involv­ 
ing private political activity 
adverse to the program of the 
City of Torrance, comes a re- 
port this week that the Third 
Group of the Civil Air Pa­ 
trol had been ordered to eva­ 
cuate the Held and of a shift 
in command of the Group. 
It was said this week that 

Capt. C. N. Perkins, Los Ange­ 
les Harbor Dept. attorney, had 
been relieved of command at his 
owp request, and that J. B. Mc­ 
Donald had been named as com­ 
manding officer. Perkins said , 
yesterday that he could not see f"1 '1?"^ , 
how the order could be effec-! *he » .000,000 bond Issue 
live in view of the evacuation i by Lost AnKeles I*81 '""'ntW-,.. 

order, issued on older of Col. Hull told the board that tt.'h 
Bertrand Ryan. California Wing | estimated the Torrance schgsjlf 
commander, by Major C. H. i w"'. haTP 2.°zo 9tu<fcmH ln

Holmes, as wing area officer, 
but that he was relinquishing

mentary classes, 
through eighth.

 lp is being hired and Cobh'
uggested that any Torrance j HAROLD McCABE 

wrsons interested in such work,' TO BE ROTARY

! his command as the order was He said that a. school
on his own petition. tlon check had determ

Peikins said the evacuation i "KUre- Previous e*»lm«ti 
loiuei- had directed that all gov-1 cated that there would

ernment material on the field 
' be transferred to the field's 
i iio-adquarteis, how occupied by
Major Holmes, but that it had
not been complied with as of

r clerical positions, call or i 
niie for an appointment at his ! 
ffice in Redondo high school, 
elephone Redondo 3727.

SEWER PROJECT
City Engineer Lloyd Aldrlch, 

Los Angeles, has rccom-

SPEAKER TONIGHT
Harold MtCabc-, .former di.s 

trict attoincy for Orange coun­ 
ty, and Rotarian of the Santa 
Ana club, will be gnest at the 
Rotary club tonight.

It is reported that he will
discuss the Ovcrell miirder trial

mended to the City Council that which comes up May 26. and 
wrmlsslon be given County | will answer questions as to why 
Sanitation District No. 3 to con the attorney general stepped 
struct an outfall sewer In Lo- into the case and the dissension 
mlta boulevard between Lakme' among the local law enforce-
avenue and Avalon boulevard, i ment agencies.

1,000 students In 
mentary schools

The 2,020 figuit 
elude the children from 
of Torrance, or the 
strip of Los Angeles.

the order! He ""d th"1 wh! 
that the I '" ted Torrance will 
Squadron elementary school lead 

an It was now  PPe*rs that 

this squadron consists of ! n«edcd- 
the Rtoup of Lomlta business | For that reason, 
men who iccently advanced thou- ; *'*' 

P«g,

sterday.
He declared that 

i' evacuation said 
Jroup Administrative 
. as taking over, and

it I,
addltiona 

""

City Nets Nearly $5,000 Because 01 
Official U. S. Census Taken ReoeirtJif

Torrance already has reaped a rich reward for having I 
special but official U. S. census taken this year, according^ I*; 
fit/uri's from Stutc Controller Thomas H, Kuchel. -.-••]

The controller revealed that Torrance has been apposJd^Mf 
$8,709.91 In state motor vehicle*
license fees (or 'In lieu" tax 
funds) for the period from July 
1, 1946 to March 31, 1947. This 
appropriation Is based on the 
new census figure of 13,160.

This amount for nine months 
compares with a total of $3,- 
954.43 collected for the entile 

; year of. 1946-46, according to 
1 City Clerk A. H. Bai tlett.

comparison with 
in "in lieu" tax 

funds. The amount apportioned 
to Torrance Is nearly $5.000

gllglblc in 
increase

les and counties was made *ji 
the basis pf population., tarn ft«r 
capita rate for cities being as> 
proxlmately 66 cents and AM 
for counties approximately   
cents. .( ,: 

Kuchel reported that "U»"1J»jfv 
tax collections for the- <«lijb 
months ended March SI, total**) 
$13.943,474. an all time high, Md 
an Increase of 53% over thf 
corresponding period last yo»y, 
The controller transferred $t 

the general funtf'{t>

REPAIR FIRE STATION . . . Workmen are busy icmodeling the 

central station of Torunce Fire department, under the direction 

of S«m Levy, ts technical advisor at $1.00 a month. Levy said 

that the station can be repaired and put in condition safe to 

house equipment and personnel for $2.500 to $3,000, after 

voters twice voted down bonds for a new fire station. The City 

'Council took him up on his offer and the rehabilitation, of emer­ 

gency nature, proceeds. (Torrance Herald. photo.) '

...... . nine months than the 137,600
entire 12 months apportionment cover the current year's neyOsfj 
I'or hist year. mcnts for Interest and lOMBBS-

Throughout the state $10,808,- t'on of State Highway bonck.Ml 
074 in motor vehicle license fees accordance with the existing 
wen- apportioned by the stat<- '«w " 
controller as of April 28 The "In lieu" tax, an excise

The counties received 40%, or I tax imposed foi the privilege 0>' 
$4,322,390, th* 298 Incorporated using the highways, Is levied at 
cities were apportioned 4 like 
amount, and the remaining $3,-
161,194 was transferred to the th* actual value of the 
general fund, as provided by vehicle, as determined by th'« 
law. The apportionment to clt- Department of Motor VtJ»lf*e».

dollars of valuation, baMd on


