
Woman Held For 
Murder As Man 
Stabbed Here

.lark Clifford Floyd, age 30, 
1229 El Prado, was stabbed 
to death late last night In the 
apartment of Mrs. Ruth Helen 
"Sumy" McKemde, 29, of the 
same address, according to 
Police -Captain Ernie Ashton.

Floyd died from a wound 
which pierced his left shoulder 
and punctured his lung, a doc 
tor reported. Mm. McKenxle, 
hysterical when questioned by 
pollen at the scene of the mur 
der, admitted early today that 
she killed Floyd M he wM 
kneeling at her feet, confes- 
»lng Ms love for her, but said 
"I didn't mean to stab him; 
we were only playing around." 

Floyd, whose divorce from 
Ms former wife was to be 
come .final April 13, has a 
three-year-old daughter Uvbj* 
IB Gardens, Floyd and Mn 
McKenzte. both of Whom were 
employed at Los Angeles 
y h e m I c a I Company, 1960 
nuita, Fe ave., I/w Angelen,

(Contii PUS. «-A)

MURDER SCENE . . . "Speak 
to me. Jack, please," Ruth He 
len McKcnzie was pleading as 
she knelt over the body of Jack 
Clifford Hoyd when the upper 
picture was snapped shortly af 
ter Hoyd's murder late last 
night. Held by police, Mrs. Mc- 
Kcnzje is Asserted to have said 
shejid not mean to stab Floyd, 
claiming that "we were only 
playing around." Lower photo, 
the defendant is pictured sitting 
in the kitchen of her apartment 
while being questioned by po 
lice. (Torrance Herald photos.)

VOTERS TO GO TO POLLS ON 
TUESDAY TO ELECT BOARD 
OF EDUCATION, VOTE BONDS

Voters of Torrance will go to Uw> polls on Tuesday to elect 
their first Torrance City Board of Education to take control 

of the elementary schools of the city from I.os Angeles on the 

first Monday of July
Also on the ballot will be a $185,000 bond Issue to erect a 

*new fire station to replace th

(I

Fire Department 
Volunteers Are 
Eliminated Here

Torrance has abolished the 
system of Sioluntecr fire fighters 
In favor of the "call system" 
under which regular members of 

department have agreed to 
respond to calls on days off, 
ivhen needed.

Fire Chief J. E. McMaster told 
the City Council Tuesday night 
that it would be to the "beat 
interests of the taxpayer and 
the city as a better fire fighting 
setup" to use the regular fire 
men Instead of call men, par 
ticularly at the central1 station.

The council concurred in the 
recommendation after a letter 
was presented signed by IS mem 
bers of the department agreeing 
to the setup. They would be 
paid $3.00 an hour for the first 
hour on such duty and $1.26 an 
hour thereafter.

The firemen who said they 
were willing to work under the 
new plan are: Gordon Northing 
ton, E. K. Walker, R. R. Lucas 
H. Whltacre, M. T. Langum, D 
J. Skidmore, Capt. J. R. Winters 
N T. Whltney, R. E. Moffltt 
E. Z. Lopp, W. K. West, Eugene 
Held and W. C. Silence.

They will respond to the siren 
or to telephone calls on their 
days off, they said.

COUNCIL -DEFERS 
ACTION ON NEW 
PLANS MEMBER

The City Council Tuesda 
n.ght deferred action on flllin 
tne vacancy on the City Plan 

Commission created by th

latlon, and to. renovate th 
bandoned building into a pollc 
tation and courthouse. 
Seventeen precincts will serv 

he electors on deciding the 
ll-lmportant issues, in most in 
tances the same as used In all I jngn' 

" orrance elections.

MrCail, former city attorney.

ecently condemned central fire
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TORRANCE CITIZENS  
THE SCHOOLS

The first Torrance Board of Education members, to be elected 

text Tuesday, face an arduous task which promises many long hours 

if work, without any hope for compensation, fef Board of Education 

members serve without pay.
The task commands the attention of those who are most qutli- 

ied to face the tremendous job ahead.
All local residents know that the problem of organizing a new 

chool district is a difficult one. The people of Torrance realize the 

itfalls which have been or will be thrown in the way of our ultimate 

chievement establishment of the finest school system in California 

t the lowest cost to the taxpayers in view of the tremendous as- 

essed valuation of the city.
The Torrance Herald is aware of the qualifications .of the many 

andidates for this all-important public office. Likewise, the Herald 

's the accomplishment of the Charter Committee in its mbnths- 

ong campaign to withdraw the Torrance schools from Los Angeles 

omination as one which has earned the undying support of the 

itiienry.
This group could not have won this long-sought victory had not 

:s members been thoroughly conversant with the many school prob- 

ems involved. It is because we,Charter Committee candidates and 

rtrs. Evelyn Carr, chairman of the Torrance Parents Association, have 

lemonstrated their knowledge of the problems of operation of our 

orrance schools and the'ir ability to cope with the numerous as- 

iects of the situation, that we feel it our duty to ask the people to 

jive primary consideration on the first Torrance Board of Education 

o Dr. Howard A. Wood, James L. Lynch, Mrs. Evelyn Carr, Mrs. 

Grace Wright and Carl D. Steele. x
True, there are other qualified candidates, but we hope that 

he people will consider the accomplishments of all of them in de- 

jding this history-making election.
Torrance deserves and can afford the best school system in 

California.
Let us elect the Board of Education which can provide such 

system. l

VOTE «YKS' ON BONDS OR «?'
The central fire station of Torrance has been condemned as 

isafe for further occupancy by equipment and personnel.

The order to vacate was issued by the City Building Inspector, 

under authority of the State Building Code, and was confirmed 

>y qualified engineers and the Board of Fire Underwriters.

Torrcince faces a grim decision next Tuesday, March 18, when 

he voters go to the polls and decide upon the bonds for a new 

central fire station and rehabilitation of the condemned station into 

olice and courtroom facilities.
The' facts which present themselves at this time involve the 

.afety of each and every resident of the community. Competent 

authority has ruled that the present fire station is unstable, inade 

quate and unsafe for further use.
Will the voters of Torrance, with the required majority of two- 

hirds, endorse the $185,000 bond issue to protect their homes, 

>uildings, industry in fact their economic stability?
If they choose so to do they will vote "Yes" on both bond pro- 

>osals next Tuesday.
If they decide against the bonds, this question faces the whole 

community: "   :
"What arc we going to do for fire protection?"
It appecrs there is no, other solution but to say "Ves" on the 

oond issue*) ana} in th* absence of this affirmative decision, the 

problem will remain:
Where will our fire department be housed?

GROUND IS BROKEN FOR 
VAST TORRANCE POTTERY 
OF AMERICAN-STANDARD

A new Industry was born In Torrance Tuesday afternoon as 
ground was broken for the vast Torrance pottery of the 
American Radiator and Standard Sanitary Corp. The event was 
witnessed by scores of civic leaders of this city and other 
sections of the county who mingled with workers to acclaim 

the occasion. ' *- -....._

Miss Rosemary DeCamp, po 
pular radio and screen star 
known to Torrance as Mrs. John

LA. Schools No Longer Hold Title 
To Property Here, Says Attorney

City Attorney Otto B. Willctt informed the City Council 
Tuesday night that he had an opinion from legal counsel for a 
title company that in its opinion the title to the Fern avenue 
park property which the city had undertaken to buy from Los 
Angeles city schools for $6,000 had passed to the taxpayers of 
Torrance as of the date of the*                      

adoption of the City Charter.
This was because, Willett de 

clared, the Charter adopted Aug. 
20, 1946, and ratified Jan 7, 
1947, contained no language de-

rring its operative date.
Willett's statement was based
i a letter from Lawrence L. 

Otis, associate counsel for- the

Council Okays 
Three Local 
Tract Maps

Tract maps of three Tor 
rance subdivisions were ap 
proved by the City Council 
Tuesday night, subject to spe 
cified alterations.

They are the Kettler Knolls 
tract, at Narbonne ave. and 
Sepnlveda blvd., Torrance Ma 
nor, In North Torrance, and 
Metro Construction Co. project 
at 183th st> and Crenshaw 
boulevard.

The council also adopted a 
resolution asking for F.H.A. 
approval for federal mortgage 
Insurance of tracts at Cren 
shaw blvd. and 190th st. and 
Arlington, ave. and 190th st. 
These tracts are In Torrance 
Municipal Water District No. 

2 and adjacent to Metropoli 
tan Water District lines so 
that water Is Immediately 
available for home develop 
ment.

A. Shldler, turned the first sho

Candidates for the Board of 
Education are: 

Ila Mae Ambach 
Kenneth C. Height
Evelyn L- Carr
Albert Isen,
Bernard Le*
James L. Lynch
Mary Jane Mlllard
Margaret Hr O'Toole
Howard P. Raymond
Cecil W. Smith
Carl D. Steele
George P. Thatcher
Howard A. Wood, M.D.
Qrace WHght
Five members of the board 

will be elected, from the 14. 
I'hey will serve without pay.

Precincts arc:
No. 1 18211 Prairie «ve.
No. 2 1814 Date ave.
No. 8 716 Border ave.
No. 4 1723 Andreo ave.
No. 5 1322 Engracla ave.
No. 8 2306 Torrance blvd.
No. 7 1817 Beech ave.
No. 8 1804 Arlington ave.
No. 9 2313 Andreo ave.
No. 10 23013 Narbonne ave.
No. 11 2463 Carson St. ,
No. 12 22604 Ocean ave.
No. 13 908 Cota ave.
No. 14 1417 Cota ave. 
No. 15 1916 Andreo ave.
No. 16 24404 Hawthorne ave. 
No. 17 1307 Portola ave. 
Polls,will be open from 7 a.m. 

to 7 p.m., and the usual election 
day holiday will be observed by 
moat public offices, liquor stores 
and «oektall bars.

Returni on the election will 
be gathered in the City Clerk's 
office and will be available with 
election night service at the 
Torranoe Herald offloe.

vel of dirt to mark the start 
of the $2,500,000 project. Her 
picturesque act was followed 
within a few minutes by giant 
Tournapulla hauling carryalls 
moving on each trip more soil 

the diminutive actress 
could shovel In many a year's
time.

Thus the giant project was 
launched.

Thus Jobs were made in Tor 
rance for upwards of 700 men, 
In construction of the 500,000 
square-foot plant and in opera 
tion of the big facility which 
will feed the hungry building 
materials market* of the South 
west and the Orient with much 
needed heating and plumbing 
fixtures and equipment.

The world's largest manufac 
turer of plumbing and heating 
equipment, came to Torrance to 
build the'vast pottery because 
of needed sources of transporta 
tion, both rail and water, sup 
ply, necessary land, convenience 
to markets, pleasant surround 
ings, schools, churches, the pride 
of good neighbors and the fa 
vorable labor market, according 
to E. J. Duke, manager, foi 
American   Standard, who key 
noted the event.

Reed H. Parkin, president ( 
Torrance Chamber of Commerci 
the organization res pon s i b I 
through cooperation with repre 
sentatlves of the Pacific Elec 
trie Co. for location of Amer 
can-Standard in Torrance, w: 
master of ceremonies a t th 
ground-breaking held on the 48 
acre site at 20Srd st. and Cren 
shaw blvd

Declaring Uutt the Ameri- 
can-Standard name Is one of 
the greatest In American In 
dustry, he outlined the steps 
taken through the efforts of 
the Torrance chamber, coop-

(Continu«d on P»q« e-A)

tiwanis Club 
Isks Return 

Of Ambulance
Torrance Klwanls club Tues 

day night asked the City 
Council to return the ambu 
lance which It donated to the 
city early In the war for civil 
ian defense activities

The request followed the of 
fer of Mayfalr Creamery to 
buy the vehicle for conversion 
Into a milk truck.

Edwin B. Brown, Klwanls 
president, said that If the 
ambulance no longer Is needed 
by the city It should be re 
turned to the club tor sale by 
the Klwanlans to the highest 
bidder. The funds from the 
sale, Brown declared, would be 
used to purchase an Incuhato 
to be presented to Torrance 
Memorial hospital la the name 
of all organizations which con 
tributed to the purchase of 
the ambulance.

The request was referred to 
the council an a whole, as 
was the previous letter 
John B. Melville, of Mayfalr 
Creamery, without any Indlcu 
Uon by the city fathwv as to 
whether or not they still need 
the ambulance. The vehicle Is 
In use by the Fire depart 
ment.

Title

nriod

and

plan

Insurance and Trust Co., 
fas made after Albert Isrn, 

Torrance attorney and Board of 
Education candidate, had1 chal 
lenged the right of the City 
Council to pay $6,000 for prop
 rty which already belongs to 
the taxpayers of the city. 

Isen asked the ''Council 
'hether the members in1<
•> cooperate with tho Lo: 
eles school district or the 

Torrance Board of Educati" 
ited on March 18, 

he pledged full cooperation 
the city in working out a 
lor further development of the 
park "property on a joint city- 
school basis, if elected. He' urged 
the Council to rescind its ap 
propriation.

Willett told the Council that 
he was doubtful if the city can 
acquire clear title, in view of 
the changed circumstances.

Oils told Willett that 
the Charter ratified on Jan. 7 
became the organic; law of Tor 
rance under the Constitution 
and indicated that the title com 
pany should show title now 
vested in the taxpayers of Tor 
rance.

The opinion may have an ef 
fect on the taxpayers suit 
brought by City Judge John A. 
Shidler through Attorney S. V. 
O. Pritchard to restrain Los An 
geles schools from removing or 
selling school property.

A hearing on the order to 
show cause why Los Angeles 
should not be permanently re 
strained from removing or sell- 
Ing school property in Torrance 
IB scheduled for March 19.

ORDER HALTS
REMOVAL 01

SCHOOL PROPERTY
I'lans of the Los Angeles city schools to remove buildings, 

equipment ami fixtures of the schools of Torrance, or to sell 

real estate In the district, were halted on Monday when Superior 

C'ourt .luilge Frank <i. Swain signed a temporary restraining 

order In the lawsuit Instituted by S. V. O. 1'rltchard, efcpert on

Merchants Group 
Picks Directors; 
Seeks Parking

* school la behalf of City
Judge John A. Shidler, 
Torrance taxpayer.

The order prevents further re 
moval of property pending a 
hearing on March 19, at which 
time Los Angeles will be re 
quired to show cause why it 
should not be permanently *e- 
strained from taking out of^Tor 
rance property which the .silaln-

At a Merchants Association j tiff alleges belongs to 
meeting held March'11 at the j Payers of Torrance

Chamber of Commerce offi 
with Haul uiamonu presiding 
results of the recent post-card 
ballot were canvassed and, the 
following directors were declared 
elected:

George W. Noonan. Bob Hag 
gard, Mrs. Chas. Dodd, Bernard 
Ler. Ed Si-hwartz, Al-Vn Smith 
and Irving Weidcr. ,

Diamond announced that the 
newly elected directors will 
meet" soon and elect their offic 
ers for the ensuing year.

The group also went on rec 
ord to discourage the use of 
parking lots in the central area 
by employers and employees of 
our local stores, who are urged 
to select parking spaces else 
where, thus making additional 
space available for customer 
parking.

It was agreed also that the 
City Council be requested to 
grade and surface Jots Nos. 10, 
11, 12 and 13 on El Prado for 
customer parking. Permission for 
use of this property having al 
ready been obtained from

Two hunprOo"'!; had herttlMMm 
from the .Torrance rle'moJUlr.V 
school grounr'a :ind other *r"^UI'i-. 
men* removed, prior .to the .fll- 
ine of the suit by Pritchard.

IMS Angeles, had threatened, 
it was said, to remove other 
buildings from Torrance elemen 
tary 'school erounds and 1".hart 
sought bids on the moving of 
the new btiildine at Wajjerla 
school completed only last year./

Pritchard, for 10 years j^fA- 
llated with the County '{Jburi- 
sel's office in charge pf srtiool 
legal matters and now in» pri 
vate practice, filed the lawsuit 
at the request of the Citlttn* 
Committee which had sought, 18 
pieserve all school property,' In 
Torrance for use of the children 
of the community.

Shidler previously had filed a 
similar action but obtained only 
an order to show cause return 
able on March 17. He became- 
the plaintiff taxpayer in the 

(Continued en Page 4-A)

REPORT TOOL THEFTS
Two thefts ,wcre reported Mon 

day to the Torrance police. J. 
F. Chrlstlanson reported the 
theft of plumbing fixtures from 
a house under construction at 
5103 W. 180th st., and for the 
second time in recent weeks 
someone has stolen gardening 
tools, including several lengths 
of garden hose and four whirl 
ing sprinklers, from Peter Pria- 
mos, 181S Camlno Real.

NIW PLANT LAUNCHED IN TORRANCE . . . Industrial history 

was made in Torrance Tuesday afternoon at the new $2,500,000 

Torrance pottery of American Radiator and Standard Sanitary 

Corp., was launched with many civic leaders present. Located at 

203rd St. and Crenshaw Blvd., the 500.000 square-foot plant to 

employ some 700 men and women will be rushed to completion 

this year. In the top photo, Miss Rosemary DeCamp, popular 

radio and film star, wife of City Judge John A. Shidler, turns 

the first shovel of dirt to break ground for the big project. Wia> 

nessing the event are, left to right, WaKcr G. Praek, one of the

architects, C. S. Beesemyer, general manager of General Petro- 

I turn Corp., and president of the Los Angeles Chamber of Com 

merce, Ed Duke, manager of American Standard, President Reccf 

H. Parkin, of Torrance Chamber of Commerce, toastmaster (or 

the ceremony, R. J. Prack, architect, and Mayor J. Hugh Sherfey, 

Jr., of Torranee. (Lower photo) A giant Tournapull with a Tour. 

neau cany all and tractor move dirt to start grading for the 

1330 foot by S50 foot buildings to house the new Torrance in 

dustry. (Torrance Herald photos.)


