
BEACH CITIES, LOMITA MAY 
AGAIN TRY FORMATION OF 
MUNICIPAL WATER'DISTRICT

Beach cities which voted overwhelmingly In favor of the 

proposed West Basin Municipal Water DlHirlct, defeated on 

the over-all vote at the polls Tuesday, probably will 'attempt 

to form a separate water district and tie up with the Metro­ 

politan Water District, It was reported yesterday. 

R e d o n d o Beach, Hormos
Beach, Manhattan Beach, El Se
gundo and Palos Verdcs Estate
voted by nearly four to one I
favor of the proposed dlstrlc
while the balance of the com
munlties involved, Domlnguez
Gardona, Hawthorne, Inglcwooc
Lomlta and others, voted th
proposal down by more
two to one. 

Since the overall vote, 8,94
"yes" and 11,364 "no" prevails
the entire district plan lost. 

It is reported that the bead
cities, and perhaps Lomlta, wil
attempt to form a separate dts
trict, providing the Metro'pol
tan Water District directors wil
accept the smaller area Involved
If they do, petitions again wil
be circulated asking the Boarc
of Supervisors to call a new
election. 

The vote In the beach cities
was 5,903 in favor of tho dis
trict and 1,461 against. The vote
in the other communities was
3,038 for the district and 9,903 
against.

Ben HaggotL, president of the 
'"tyest Basin Water Association 
declared that the election Tucs 
day solved not'hlng.

"The water Shortage s 1 1 1 
exists," hfedeclared. 'It is nee 
essary for us to import water 
to meet our every day needs 
In fact, the problem Is greatei 
now because a few days have 
passed, time has been lost, am 
the situation grows worse daily

"This water shortage problem 
must be solved, and It must be 
solved soon."

Haggott is himself In the Wa 
tcr business, being president of 
the Palos Vcrdos Water Com 
pany and one of the petitioners 
in the Superior court suit to ad 
judlcate ground water rights ir 
the entire West Basin area. Un­ 
der the terms of the lawsuit, the 
State Division of Water Re 
sources has been name*! referee 
to determine the safe yield of 
water wells. When this has 
been decreed, production will be 
cut and areas involved wilt,  - be 
required to import water.

What the districts which .voUd 
"np",.on the proposal to form a 
wa^er district will do in face of 
this fact was a question which 
remained unanswered yesterday. 
The groat opposition to the for 
matlon of the West Basin Mu­ 
nicipal Water District was In 
.spired by private water compa 
nies, for the most part, who 
claimed they have "plenty of 
water." These same companies 
are defendants In . the water 
rights adjudication lawsuit and 
they   may be required to ei 
their production materially.

Meanwhile '_. the- beach citici 
where many water wells already 
have salted up due to the low 
erlhjf water levels caused by ov­ 
erproduction, plan to proceed 
with their efforts and an an­ 
nouncement within a few days 
as to the next step was anti­ 
cipated.

Torrance was not Involved In 
the election since It already has 
three municipal water districts 

'and Is a member ol the Metro­ 
politan Water District. Torran-jo 
uses Metropolitan water as a 
standby, but, the two new dis­ 
tricts, No. 1 in Southwest Tor- 
ranee and Walteria, and No. 2 
in North Torrance, probably will 
use Metropolitan supply exclu­ 
sively.  

. 'The vote by cities on the for­
mation of the West Basin Muni­
cipal Water District was:
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J. E. Hitchcock 
Suffers Severe 
Back Injury

Jamea E. Hitchcock, shop fore­ 
man at the Fellows, California 
C.C.M.O. lease, IB receiving treat­ 
ment In Santa Fe hospital, Los 
Angeles, for a severe back In- 
Jury which he suffered while 
at work this week. '

Hitchcock, former city coun. 
^oilman, arrived th an ambulanca 
:Tuw<Uy- Mrs. Hitchcock is vis- 
SlUnt at the home of their daugh- 
>r, Mra, Kenneth Dudley, 1507 
Ireenwood. -

THOMAS HONORED . . . 
Assemblyman Vincent Thomas, 
68th district, has been named 

as one.of $AfJs$$g&Xf--ff&kr. 
mitteemen to attend the Inter­ 
state Cooperation Conference 
in Chicago. He left Tuesday 
for Chicago. The conference 
consists of five assemblymen 
and five ' senators from each 

itute.
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COUNTY OFFICE TO SCREEN 
CANDIDATES FOR TORRANCE 
SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENCY

When Torrance Board of Education takes office Immediately 

following Its election on March 18, the members will have 

before them a list of qualified educators and administrators 

from which to pick the first superintendent of schools of Tor­ 

rance, prepared for' the board by the office of the County 
Superintendent of Schools. *       '          

At a meeting with members 
of the Torrance Charter Com­ 
mittee on Friday, Dr. C. C. Car- 
jenter, assistant county superln- 
icndent, discussed the pre-or- 

nization plans for the Tor-
 ance City School district, and 

was asked at that .time to 
seek applicants for the position
if superintendent of Torrance
ichools and to screen them 

down to a list of six from which
,o select the one educator who 
will guide the affairs of the lo­ 
cal schools for the first four
 ears. The law . requires that

four   year contract, 
movable only for cause.

Culver City's 
Charter Given 
Voters' Okay

Culver City will hove Its 
own 'unified school district, the 
voters of that city having fol­ 
lowed the lead of Torrance In 
adopting a City Charter. The 
constitution provides that the 
area within a chartered city 
(hall have control of Its 
Mbpals.

  IJfce Torrance, Culver City 
ha* (sought for ye*r* to break 
uui»y from the Los Angeles 
gcnool system. In the film 
city part of the schools are 
controlled by Culver City 
school t>oard and part by Los 
Angeles.

The civic leaders of Culver 
City watched with Interest the 
effort of Torrance to withdraw 
from the Los Angelas system, 
and when tlioy suw the two to 
one verdict of the people on 
the Torrance City Charter 
Aug. HO, they set out to per­ 
form tiie game task for Cul­ 
ver City.

The people of that city went 
to the polls on Tuesday, Jan. 
7, the day the Torrance City 
Charter was ratified by the 
California Legislature and ap­ 
proved the Culver City char­ 
ter by a vote of 1395 to 914,, 
Their charter already has 
been forwarded to Sacramento 
for ratification.

5PECIFICATIQNS 
FOR NEW WATER 
DISTRICT OKAYED

Specifications for Municipal 
Water District No. 2, Torrance, 
were adopted by the City Coun- 

11 Tuesday night and the city 
Jerk was authorized to adver- 
ise for bids for' materials and 
ilpe. They were prepared by 
'aylor & Taylor, engineers.

On both water districts, Nos.
and 2, Taylor & Taylor were 

.uthorized to contract with Me- 
ropolitan Water District for 
upply and order water meters 
n this connection.

"rrhah of th~e
Charter committee, and others 
at the meeting that already his 
office has had many Inquiries

districts who are Interested in 
the Torrance position. Since the 
Tci ranee office will be a new 
position, special attention will be 
paid to those who have out­ 
standing organization ability as 
well as good records in curri­ 
culum formation and superin­ 
tending the teaching of both ele­ 
mentary and high school courses 
of study. 

It was suggested by Dr. Car­

should be hired at once that he 
may work with the Board of 
Education and the County Su­ 
perintendent's office in securing 
teachers for the four Torrance 
 lementary schools. It will be 

necessary to work without sal­ 
ary until July 1, Dr. Carpenter 
pointed out, but the Board of 
Education will be permitted to 
allow the superintendent 'pay

his contract to make up for 
the partial month of March arid 
all of April, May and June.

In addition to securing four 
principals and as many teachers 
as are necessary by May 10, the 
Board of Education must have 
its budget prepared by June 1.

'Many applications for. teacher 
positions in the Torrance city 
schools already are on file, and 
more have been referred'in the 
County Superintendent's office, 
it was said.

A conference with the Los An­ 
geles Board of Education is 
being arranged in the near fu­ 
ture to discuss the handling of 
school children from the Los 
Angeles Shoestring strip area in 
the 'Torrance schools, as well 
as handling the physically han­ 
dicapped children attending the 
development at Torrance ele­ 
mentary school.

With reference to the screen­ 
ing of candidates for .the Tor- 
ranee school superintendent's po­ 
sition, Dr.* Carpenter pointed but 
that this task had been per­ 
formed last year for the Re­ 
dondo. Union high school district, 
vhen the position changed hands 

for the first time In some 20 
years. W. E. Cobb Is superin­ 
tendent of the Redondo district.

Bill To Place 
College At 
Alondra Okayed
be located on Alondra Park,

Beach blvd. and Prairie ave., 
was assured yesterday as' the

Bill 62, authorizing the county 
to grant tho newly formed El 
Camino Junior college district a 
3iac*t& portion "df tKe'^cotrr 
park as a site for the college.

Offered by. Assemblyman Glenn 
M. Anderson, with the vigorous 
backing of Assemblyman Vin 
cent Thomas, the bill was of 
fered to the Assembly early this 
week and obtained unanimous 
approval. It went to the Sen­ 
ate, where a slight amendment 
was offered prior to approval 
The Assembly approval of the 
amendment will be followed by 
submission of the bill to Gov­ 
ernor Warren for his signature.

The bill was widely supported 
from throughout the district, all 
agreeing that the location of 
the new college in the center of 
the big district extending from 
Inglewood to Palos Verdes will 

definite asset to this sec­ 
tion of the county. Some oppo- 
iltion came from Gardena 

sources but It was not of suf­ 
ficient Importance to delay pas­ 
sage of the bill. The school stu­ 
dents of Gardena will receivr 
as much benefit from location 
.of the college at Alondra park 

those of any other .part of 
'the area, It was pointed out.

Torrance will become a part 
of the Junior College district 
Jan. 24, if voters vote to join 
Redondo Union high 'school dis­ 
trict for secondary education 
purposes in connection with the 
formation of the new Torrance 
School District.

Weather Record

WillettSaid 
Favorite For 
City Attorney

While it is generally expected 
that Otto' B. Willett will be 
named city attorney of Torrance, 
replacing John E. McCall, who 
has resigned effective Feb. 1, 
the City Council passed over the 
Issue without comment Tuesday 
night.

Willett is at present a deputy 
city attorney acting as prose­ 
cutor and assisting with 'othci- 
legal . work, and formerly ha:l 
been city judge while Judge 
John Shldler was In the. Army 
Air Forces.

It Is reported that the ques­ 
tion of whether or not to make 
the office of city attorney a 
full time job is delaying a de­ 
cision on replacing McCall.

City Attorney McCall resigned 
due to the fact that his private 
practice Is going to require him 
to be out of California much 
of the^ time. Next week he will 
be in Reno, Nev., trying an In­ 
surance case.

MOBILE CHEST X-RAY UNIT HERE . . . Coming to Toirance for 4 nine-day it«y, the Us Anqe- 

Itt County Tuberegloiii and Health Auociation mobile X-ray unit arrived in Torrance Monday tor 

4 tt«y through next Tuetday, Jan. 21. Free X-rays of the chttt to detect pouiblc tuberculosis or 

rheumatic fever arc given in a few minutes time. One of the firit to" line up was Councilman 

W. H. Tolson, shown above with Alfred Priddus, X-ray technician, and several ether local men 

awaiting their turn for the free fast.

Advantages Of joining Redondo 
Union High School Bistrict Told

Distinct advantage to the students and the people of Tor- 

ance of affiliating with Redondo Union High School district 

for secondary school purposes, rather than with Los Angeles 

City High School district, a question to be decided by (he 

voters on >!an. 2-1, were pointed-out this week by Dr. Howard 

A. Wood, chairman of the Torrance Charter Committee. They 

are:
1. Since Torrance voters on August 20, at the lime they 

adopted the City Charter now in effect, acted in favor of with- 

drawal from the Los Angeles City School system, they should 

make the break complete at this time'by affiliating with Re- 

dondo Union High school district for secondary education 

rather than staying under control of Los Angeles High School 

district for another year.
2. Redondo Union High School district trustees have met 

with Torrance committees at several times and have Indicated 

their desire to cooperate by handling the Torrance high school 

student*, In Torrance High School building, andSto cooperate 

w|th Torrance In setting up Its own high school when the Tor­ 

rance Unified School District Is formed late this year. This 

offer of cooperation by a neighboring school district, whose 

members are ready arid available for advice and assistance, 

will prove valuable to the Torrance Board of Ipducatlon which 

will be elected March 18. Whereas, Torrance never sees mem­ 

bers of-the ttVi Angeles- Board of Education, the Kedondo 

gjjard of. Trustees are,'-'n<utj>L.tb.fi community-," .oneraiteg *  

i-Z^fyit&XltfKi; VSa'aj tw ^JeTne TorranceTboard in Jetting 

up'Its High School district.
8. By voting to join Redondo Union High School district for 

secondary education of its children, Torrance City school dis­ 

trict will become a part of El Camino College 'district, some 

thing the people of Torrance have desired for their children 

for many years. A local junior college. Already the California 

Assembly has adopted a bill to permit use of 73 acres of Alon­ 

dra' park, adjoining Torrance, as a site for El Camino college. 

Where Torrance for years have been paying nearly $50,000 a 

year to Los Angeles for junior college purposes, the children 

this city have not had access to a college, since it is located 

on North Vermont Ave. Classes of El Camino college already 

are 4being conducted in the Redondo Union High school build­ 

ings', and many Torrance students are attending there. Classes 

also are being conducted at. Inglewood Union high and El 

Segundo high. The assessed valuation of the district with 

Torrance included will be nearly $130.000,000. This will make 

the college district the richest In Caifornla and will permit, 

building a college and campus second to none right in Alondra 

park, bordering the Torrance city limits at Redondo Beach 

boulevard. Torrance students need this college, they are en­ 

titled to the best, and the only way to become a part of the 

college district is to vote to join-Redondo-Union .High School 

district. It is reported, unless Torrance joins the college dis­ 

trict, it will not be constructed in Alondra park, but rather in 

an. area in the center, of the area from Redondo Beach to 

Inglewood. ' '» '* r1*-   *   '-

4. Torrance High School students will continue to attend 

classes In Tonttnee High School buildings, but under the far 

superior educational advantages offered 'by Bedondo Union 

High School district Redondo rates as one of the finest high 

schools of California, with students graduating fully prepared 

to face the trials of life or to Immediately enter Institutions 

Of higher education. The school has been cited many times 

fpr Its' excellent curriculum and for the preparedness of Its 

candidates for entry Into universities and colleges throughout 

the nation. They have suffered very little of the need for addi­ 

tional college preparation experienced by many Torrance 

children.
5. A great section of Torrance already is in the Redondo 

Union High School district < Perry elementary district) with 

ah assessed valuation of $6,000,000, and its residents strongly 

favor the Redondo Union High School system.

0. Credits of the high school students who arc approaching 

graduation (juniors this year) will stand, and every additional 

advantage to better these students for their diplomas will be 

available. Present seniors (class of S'47), will be graduated 

by the Los Angeles High School -district. The Redondo Union 

High School district will' take over In September, 1947, but 

the credits of the members of the senior class (W'48 and 

S'48) will be protected. The value of the diploma wrjlcli these 

students will receive will be greatly enchanced by Its Issuance 

by Torranc* High' School us a port of the Redondo union 

district ' ,

7. Torrance High School will become a part of the California 

Intel-scholastic Federation,' and this membership will start 

with affiliation with Redondo Union High school. Thus, the 

athletes, debaters and others who distinguish themselves in 

scholastic and athletic activities will have the opportunity to 

compete for greater honors than offered by Los Angeles. The 

Los Angeles district does not permit Its championship teams 

to compete outside the Los Angeles Leagues (with but few 

exceptions). As a member of the C. I. F,, Torrance High 

School athletes will be able to compete with other C. I. F. 

league champion teams for state championships.

Julver City Wants To Know What 
'Makes Torrance Tick,' Says Article

Culver City, following the ac- 

ion of Torrance in adopting a 

4u»rter in order to get control 

f its schools from Los Angeles, 

vants to know what makes 
Torrance tick," according to an 
rtlcle In the "Town Hall" col­ 

umn .of t::e Culver City citizen, 
dition of Jan. 10. 

"Some day when time per- 
nits," the article reads, "we're 
;oing to try to find out exactly 
vhal it is that makes Torrance 
iclt. We have some pretty def­ 
inite Idens, but they are largely 
heory. And we should like to 
-et the facts."

Citing the growth of Tor­ 
rance, the article reads:

"When the rapid. growth of 
Southland communities Is tabu 
atcd Torrance is high in the 
1st; when the settling and or- 
innlzation of new, big industries 
arc mapped, Torrance is Invari­ 
ably mentioned; when progreii 
sivo movra in government arc 
considered, the chances are that 
Torrance is already trying them; 

'hen those moves don't pan out, 
Ton-unco is the first to scuttle 1

them; and when community en­ 

thusiasm is sought, we are told 
that Torrance Is the place to 

find it.
'Torrance, in the middle of a 

field, wanted industry and 

growth; and they came. It 
wanted lively, vibrant, progres­ 

sive government, and It (rot such 

government. It wanted its own 
school system; and it took th<- 
hit in Its teeth ant! (rot its <""    
sc'-nnl r-Hli-m. V found oi't It 
rllrtn't UUe -^ive nrrMnannCH. si h 
us me'pi 1 -*- tlvk ! np;' "nd It ^'p'uf1 
'hrec nrdlniMiri": T> e ></>int is 
thai Tori'mio" fl" ' : nut whnt It 
wants, and then K.'ts it.

"Doubll!"* thf-ro are n^n- 
factors   (intrilMitlinj 'o thi"  " ' 
of community spirit. Ovl-usl-- 
we have some nf those factor' 
here In Culver Cltv. But we air 
led to suspect that there arc 
other factors we don't have here 
And, when tim* permits, we're 
going to try to find out what 
th«y are rather verify the Ideas 
we have already. It should be 
worthwhile Information."

AMERICAN-STANDARD TAKES 
OU1 51,530,000 BUILDING
PERMIT FOR FIRST UNIT

American Kadlator and Standard Sanitary Corp. yesterday 

.secured Us building permit for the first unit of Its jjlanl 

Torrance pottery on Crenshaiv blvd. and 204th st. The penult 

was for $1,500,000.
The manufacturing building, known as a pottery plant for. 

which the permit was just fatten 
out, will cover an area of 400 
feet by 1300 feet. Additional 
structures will be constructed 
later to make the total ,Pjjdject 
amount to approximately J2\500,- 
000.

The U. S. Maritime Commis­ 
sion has almost completed re­ 
moval of surplus property from 
the site 'of the new factory, 
which will have a payroll ini­ 
tially in excess of 600 person;*. 
The 47-acre site Vas purchased 
from the laclfic Electric' Rail- 
/ay in a transaction handled 

through William H. Brattdfi, |n- 
;al P. E. agent, and the Toi'- 
 anee Chamber of Commerce.

The new pottery will manu­ 
facture vitreous, chirta plumbing 

J   | fixtures and ; will greatly   in- 
  crease production facilities of 

I . [>. ; American-Standard, already the 

\! . "Jl ,'   *" ! i wold's   lavgest manufacturer <•( 
. vitreous china plumbing flxtUtjcs

ENGAGED . . . Miss Doris The corporation at present ha.s 

Frances Robinette, daughter ol four large potteries, ont at-Rich- 

Mr, and Mrs. Earl Robinette of 
this city, whose engagement to 
Mr. Edwin Wyatt Smith Jr. of 
Gardena has been announced.

(Story oil Page 2-A)

lease Genuine, 
Says New CAP 
Squadron Head

Capt Arthur C. Nelson, Civil 
Air Patrol, this week was ap­ 
pointed administration squadron 
commander of the Lomita flight 
strip by order ofy. Col. Bv-C. 
Rhine, state wing commander. 
Among the duties of the ne\v 
administration head will be to 
operate the airport conformatlve 
with the' policy established by 
CAP National Headquarters ii. 
Washington, D. C.

It was reported that Capt" 
Nelson will be directly account­ 
able to Major C. H. Holmes, 
recently appointed area wing of­ 
ficer for all airport operations.

The captain yesterday con 
firmed last week's report of i- 
lease between Tl'.ird Group of 
Civil Air Patrol and the Corps 
of Engineers, and declared th<

mond, California, and others.at 
Kokomo, Indiana; Tiffin, .Ohio, 

land Trenton, New Jersey,..'.as 
: well as many other plants en- 
 gaged in the manufacture -Of 

   i enameled cast iron plumbing fix­ 
tures, brass fittings, boilers, rf- 
dlators, warm air furnaces, win­ 
ter air conditioners and.water 
heaters. .

The Torrance plant will Incor­ 
porate the most modern features 
of factory design, and will -"DC 
equipped throughout with thp 
latest and most efficient, equip­ 
ment for the p r o d u c t i-o n of 
vitreous china plumbing fix­ 
tures.

ield now under the control of
JAP. 

Capt. Nelson said the Lomito
msiness men who Jan. 6 sub­ 

scribed $55,000 to secure the lease
'or CAP'S program, did not do 
so to gain financial returns from 
any airport "operations, but only
n the spirit of community im-
jrovement. The money was
oaned the patrol with a normal 
rate of interest, he declared. 

Yesterday, it was learned from
another source. technical
amendment was made tp the 
CAP-Engineer lease which cr>n 
slated of minor adjustments "f 
equipment and facilities in Ihc 
inventory.

Meanwhile, Major Holmes an- 
nouncqd that new opportunities 

.ffordcd students of Tor-
ance high school in aeronau­ 
tical training at the local field. 
This, he said, has been realized 

recent action of the city to 
sever its schools from the Los 
Angeles City district

Fifty students from Redondo 
Beach high school lost week 
started training on the strip In 
air indoctrination which is pro

ided for by the California State 
Board of Education'. Department 
of Aviation Education.

City Will Ban 
Left Turns In 
business Area

Left turns will be. buniUMl at 
several central business dis­ 
trict IntetrHcrtloiui to help con­ 
trol the mounting traffic, us 
a result of action of the City 
Council Tuesday night

Chief of Police .lolin II. 
Stroll requeued pcrinlsHlim of 
the Council to Install "no Iclt 
turn" linns at El Prado anil 
Martori aw., Marrrllnu uvo 
and Cabrlllo ave., and Mm 
cdlna and Sartorl avenues. 
Also, he asked for a resolu­ 
tion to permit enforcement of 
the left turn bun.

Both his r e () u r s t h u ITO 
granted.

Chief Stroll sold that the 
move had the rrulor»ement of 
hiulnena men In the central 
district.

Sewer Distript 
Protest Meetings 
May Be March 4

Protest meetings probably will

on March 4 on the formation , 
of the two new sewer districts ' 
in Torrance,' one in WaiterlS 
area and the other in South'Tot1- 
ranee. ' > .

City Engineer G. M. .tam' in­ 
formed the City Council Tues­ 
day night that final reports will" 
be filed as of Jan. 28, and .the 
hearings are required within DO 
days. - -. '

He said that the estimates In,. 
Walteria indicate that the ecfet 
of the project will be approxi­ 
mately $270,600, serving 880 lots:

South Torrance estimates are 
$333,000, serving 590 lots.

On a per front foot basis, the 
cost will approximate $3.40, or 
$170 for a 50- foot lot.

Jain urged immediate action 
on the program so that the 'en­ 
gineering work can be com­ 
pleted In time to complete ewt-r, 
struction during the summer 
months. He said engineering 
fees will run about $20,000.

State of California matoWnf! 
funds will be used to defray en­ 
gineering costs, it svas ssUi> , .

Harold A. Barnett is consult­ 
ing engineer on the

Cabrillo Avenue 
Opening Before 
City Council

Opening of Cabrillo nvwvl' 
south of Sepulveda hlv:l. -In 
connect with Eshelman avr'.'. 
wtU be dlicussed ut a con­ 
ference Monday between the 
City Council and .1. E. Kettler 
representing the Kettler -iw 
tote.

Kettler lion agreed to -dee'l 
the necessary rlghto-of-waj' 
through hU property for mn 
80-foot street, and the Coun­ 
cil previously had agreed tu 
provide for Improving O\H 
thoroughfare.

The contemn* Monday wOl 
bv to reach an agreement t't 
proceed with the work In the 
near future, It WUH said, to- 
cauoe Kettler IH preparing i" 
launch hU subdivision ami 
home hulldlnf program on the 
tract.

Opening of Cabrillo MMttt> ' 
ward long halt been H declre' 
and necessary Improvement.' 
Councilman W. H. Tolium 
pointed out during Uie meat- 
Ing of the Council Tneftday* 
night.


