
SCHOOLS BEIONG TO YOU

VOTE YES
On City Charter Tuesday

(An Editorial)

Next Tuesday, Aug. 20, the electorate of Torrance will have th 
:lui!ve right of deciding that long-standing question of who sha 

the schools of Torrance, the education of its children, anc 
ding of the tax funds and ttate school aid .monies of thi 

.... city.
It Is unfortunate that the people of Torrance cannot decide theii 

wn local issues, those involving the future of their children, without 
lie interference of the Los Angeles Board of Education and its agents. 

; committees and citizens who have fought to end domination 
., Los Angeles of our Torrance schools should be commended 
or their efforts, and their names will go down in the history o 

P otriince. ' .
' This question has been brought to a head after a 26-month 

drive, in the form of a City Charter for Torrance the only,way it 
can be presented without injecting controversial subjects into thi 
election other tr|«n that of "who shall control our schools, Los Angele 
or Torrance?"

This City Charter was written with two principal points in mind:
1. To provide for the election of the Torrance Board of Educa 

Ition and assumption of control of our'schools by the people of 
I Torrance.

2. To preserve the present municipal government setup as it is 
now; to keep its present "Sixth Class City" style of government while 
it becomes a Charter City; to preserve th* ordinances, Civil Service 
rights of employee^ to provide for amendment to the City' Charte 
by a majority vote in any way the people see necessary.

 When the voter enters the secrecy of the election booth with 
his ballot, he will find the school question, the City Charter, i the first 
item on his ballot and he should ask himself: "Am I entitled to 
something to say about the education of my children and the children 
of Torrance, or must they continue to be schooled under the 'remote 
control' of Los Angeles city school politics and policies?" If he wants 
to have a part in the running of the schools of Torrance, he must 
mark his ballot "Yes" in favor of the City Charter, for this is the only 
means by which local controf of the school* can be brought about.

There has been a clamoring to break away frorn the schools of 
Los Angeles and set up an independent Torrance Unified School 
District for many years, due to several reasons, the most important 

i being: .
' Los Angeles has wantonly neglected the schools of Torrance over
| the years, while taking from Torrance hundrcdi of thousands of dol-

'ars ^which^ihould have been spent in Torrance keeping our schools

i play fair with Torrance.
Los Angeles has failed miserably to provide sound, basic educa- 

' lion for the children of Torrance^-iri fact Los Angeles herself admits 
that her school children are far behind th» rest of the nation, while 
high in IQ.

. Los Angeles has made a "dumping ground" out of Torrance 
schools, with resultant Ill-effect on the schooling of the Torrance 
children. ' '

The indictment of Los Angeles, in full, would take too many
columns to present at this time. Rather than to pursue this question

( from that angle, we prefer to give this space to the question: "To
! what are all children entitled in schooling, out of the tax funds of a

community and under the provtiipns of the Education Code of Cali
fomia?"

1. They are entitled .first of all to sound, basic and tested edu 
cational practices by which they can "Warn" and be fitted for this 

[rapidly shifting world.
2. They are entitled to the fine'it in  school buildings, equipment, 
';», supplies, in keeping with the ability of the community -and 

,. topAviJe,   . . . rt - / .. -   -'
3. They arc entitled to b«V*>*h« b^afit of  eomrminrty spirit,and 

[activity which goes with local residence of th* teachers; they «M 
 entitled t6 have the teachers available for consultation about school 
I problems at any time.    '..

4. They are entitled to have the control of the schools rest in * 
Torrance Board of Education Within easy reach of the people of 
Torrance and available at any time for conference and. cooperation.

5. They are entitled to the community support which comes with 
pride of possession of a Torrance School system; support at athletic
events and in all school activities.

6. The boys of Torrance High School are entitled to a iparat*
gymnasium and all the athletic equipment they need for a well- 
rounded competitive sports and physical education program.

7. The young 7th and 8th graders are entitled to separate school 
facilities from the older senior high school students.

8. All children are entitled to an education which will fit them 
either for college or for a place in the industrial'and commercial life 
of the community. .

9. The children are entjjtled to a thorough mastering of higher 
mathematics; they are entitled to le«m to spell, read and write 

(Continued on P«g« 8-A)'

[Los Angeles In Frantic Effort To 
)feat Torrance City Charter Move

In a frantic, last-minute ef-^les; schools lobby at Sacramento

I lzens Into thinking that they

Los Angeles school system, the 
Los Angeles Board of Educa-

organizations have opened both 
barrels In a fight to defeat the 
City Charter on the ballot next 
Tuesday, Aug. 20.

Departing from their previ- 
I ously announced "neutral" posi 

tion on the question of_whethcr

last year, on a bill which would 
permit a, Sixth Class city to 
have its own school system,! 
proves that Los Angeles did not 
even wa.nt us to have a chance 
to say 'yea' or 'no' on the school 
subject,

"We stayed In the fight, how 
ever, and won the democratic
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LA. Anxiety For 
Torrance Less, 
Says P. McMahan

Log Angeles city schools are 
not ah anxious to keep Tor- 
ranee schools In their system 
as they were lout year, accord- 
Ing to Paul McMahan, rep 
resentative of the Los Ange 
les Board of .Education.

Attending a meeting' In Ha'. 
lywood-Rlviera, McMahan ex 
plained that the provisions of 
the Strayer bill, which equal- 
lie state school support, will 
make up the financial loss 
suffered by Los Angeles when 
Torranoe schools are with 
drawn from the Los Angeles 
system.

This admlislon that Los An 
geles has been making money 
on Torrance schools, at. the 
expense of Torrance and the 
children of this city, was part 
of a long discussion on school 
finances. ••' •

The principal points being 
used by the City Charter 
Committee In arguments In 
favor of a "Yes" vote on the 
charter' Aug. 20, to pull the 
schools out of Los Angeles con 
trol. Include the fact that hun 
dreds of thousands of dollars 
of Torrance school funds have 
been spent by Log Angeles 
elsewhere while the schools of

ichools, the people are -pay- 
Ing for .the best, and they 
should have the best, Dr. H. 
A. Wood, chairman of the char 
ter committee, said. "The only 
way we can get control of our 
Schools Is by adopting the 
City Charter Aug. 20," he 
said.

Council Offers 
Quandt $20,000 
For Water Works

Torrance City tiouncil Tuesr 
day night voted tp offer C. H. 
Quandt $20,000 for .his water 
system - which has been serving 
:he Walterla area for years.

Quandt was asked to reply to 
:he offer before the special 
meeting of the council on > Aug. 
19, and in .case.the offer Is re- 
'used, condemnation proceedings

will be Instituted. 
The. system is valued by

Quandt at 949,000, It is said, and 
Taylor «V Taylor water en 

glneering report 'given   the City 
ouncil some months ago ap- 
iralsed the. system at approxl 

mately $40,000. .'..
Residents of the Walterla and

louthwest Torrance area voted
some time ago to establish a
water district and sell bonds In
he amount of $160,000 to fin-
ice the district.
A letter from the Taylor &

Taylor firm, under contract with
.he city for setting up the new
lstrict, urged that the bonds be
lot sold until a definite price Is
ibtalned on the Quandt system.

If the $20,000 offer Is refused

may be many months before
he cost is fixed by the court,

was pointed out, although Im

the matter by having a City 
Charter written and presented

vide fqr taking over control of
or not the people of Torrance'the schools by Torrance 
should control the schools of "Npw that we have provided
Torrance, the administrative 
staff of the Los Angeles system 
mi Invade the high school audl-

'bills sent out by the Los An 
geles Interests declare wfll be 
a "citizens open forum."

While they call It an "open 
forum," the agenda Is packed 
with Los Angeles schools man 
scheduled to deliver talks on 
taxes, school problems, educa 
tional opportunities and other 
questions. They have left no 
room on the program tftnlght 
for the Torranoe Charter Com 
mittee to present Its aide of 
the picture.

This last-minute effort was ex 
pected, said James L, Lynch, 
vice chairman of the Charter 
Committee, because. Lea Ange 
les has been fighting the right

have even a vote on whether or 
not they should control their 
own schools. . 

"The action of the Los Anje-

the means for the people to 
hava a chance to vote on the 
subject, Los Angeles Is going all 
out to defeat us.

"Of course, we understand 
why. They want to keep the 
tremendous wealth of Torrance 
In the Los Angeles district

of thpusands of dollars whicn 
they haye been taking from Tor 
rance over and above the cost 
ftf operation of the Torrance 
schools.

'They want to keep Torrance 
un4er their thumbs, to toy with 
UK, experiment with us, < while 
they Uke funds which rightfully 
belong tq the children of Tor- 
ranee and spend them elsewhere.

 "Our children are entitled to 
the tpa,t educational faculties

tem will be possible under the 
proceedings.

Jagged Glass And 
Knife Attack Put 
Man In Hospital

Jarnes W. Hopaon, 18093 Prai 
rie a've., was taken to Torrance

Hayea, 4663 W. 190th St., parked 
In an auto at 190th st. and Cren- 
shaw blvd. Hopson, police said, 
was bleeding profusely from nu 
merous cuts about the face and 
arms.

  Hayes, booked on a charge of 
being drunlf In an auto, ex-

Mexicans who fought them with 
a lagged bottle neck and a 
kjilfe. He told police that the 
men escaped after Inflicting a 
dozen or more cuts upon Hop-
son.

He Indicated to police that he 
was taking Hopson to the hos 
pital when the car ran out of

*ji4 w we are paying for them' gas. Police said » vague des 
»nd hav« the .assessed valuation J cription was given of the at
to have the beat, we »re going 
to «ae that they get the best.

FIRST FATALITY ... The PT-19 Fairchild trainer which, crashed on the Lomita Flight Strip last 

Thursday killing two local business men, Carmine Anastasia and Carl Pouncey, is the first plane to 

crash on the local strip with fatal results. Investigation revealed that Anastasia, a veteran pilot, 

was giving instructions to Pouncey in forced' landing procedure. (Torrance Herdci photo.)

Two Killed In 
First Lomita 
Strip Crash

Lomita Flight Strip suffered 
Its first fatal aviation accident 
Thursday when a plane carry 
ing two Lomita businessmen on 
a training flight crashed dur 
ing simulated forced landing in 
struction.

Carmen Anastasia, 29, instruc 
tor in the craft, was killed 
 instantly, as was his student, 
£*& J,.Tg9H6ceY% -32.. :5fiu48_r^ 
!JRWs-'S>e., '2i£:*t=/*'g73>cCT*aj:* 
father of three children, when 
the plane stalled, at approxi 
rhately 200 feet and.crashed in 
'a half turn spin into the ground 
adjacent to -the runway, reports 
show.

Captain Arthur Anderson. as 
sistlng Major C. H. Holnies In 
Civil Air Patrol activities at the 
flight strip, said the .accident 
marks the first air casualty on 
the field since operations began 
several years ago.

The captain, a veteran civilian 
and Army pilot, said the plane 
had narrowly missed a low al 
titude stall In a previous at 
tempt to simulate a forced land- 
Ing on the field, which caused 
huji to keep an eye on the Fair- 
chijd trainer up until the time 
'it' crashed, killing both Occu 
pants.

Anastasia operated the A. and 
A. garage at 248th st. and Nar- 
bonne ave. He resided with his 
.wife, Dorothy and four-year-old 
daughter! Donna Rae, at 2119 
Andreo aye.

Pouncey was employed 
Hinckley Market. 24020 Narbonne 
ave., and had been a resident 
hore. for the past four years.

Alley Setback 
Removal Law

A wave of Indignation swept Torrance yesterday 'as the/news 
spread that three members of .the City Council had ordered 
purchase of 200 '(more* of less) parking meters, without calling 
for bids, asking anyone's opinion on the advisability of the 
move and totally Ignoring a recent report by a retail mer

chants committee opposing* In-*          ;             

stallatlon of parking meters. Unlon Metal Co. and
Councilman G. V. Powell made known as the Pacific 

the motion to install the meters. Marbelite Co. for $68 each.

better 
Union

Councilman A. L. Jackson sec-

Providing for removal of al 
ley setbacks at the rear of 
buildings In the commercial 
district, the revised land use 
ordinance of Torrance was 
adopted for the first reading 
by the City Council Tuesday 
night.

Now known as Ordinance 
No. 371, the new land use law 
will permit the building of 
stores to alley Unas.

In urging the removal of the 
alley setbacks, It was pointed 
out that the Torrance alleys, 
of 20 -feet In width, are suf 
ficiently wide tp permit un 
loading of heavy trucks with 
out disturbing the flow of 
traffic through alleys, end 

b the space In the rear of 
buildings Is needed for addi 
tional floor space In stores.

PEOPLE OF TORRANCE ASKED 
TO GIVE CHARTER-SCHOOL
ISSUE EMPHATIC 'YES' TOTE

Urging an overwhelming "Yen" vote on the City Charter next 
Tuesday, the Torrance Charter Committee Is appealing to ttn 
thousands of unknown friends' to'"talk the Issue'', get out the 
vote and end for all time the long controversy over control'of 

————————————————————* the schools-of Tqrrance.
! Polls will be open: from 7 a.m. 
 to 7 p.m. in the 17 polling places 
of the City of Torrance, Tues 
day, Aug. 20, and on this day 
the people will at long last have 
their say about the-way schools

Election Pay 
Finds Pressing 
Issues At Stake

Tuesday is election day in 
Torrance, this time with some
of the most important issues I

have been running In recent 
years.  .'. -.":.

Torrance has been, a part of 
Los Angeles City School system 
since it was', founded, the area 

. , being placed In the li. A. district 
ever offered tp the voters at; at the request of original sub- 

stake at the polls. There will ] dividers and .developers, ,and 
be the usual closing of public though It has grown to be a.city 
offices, banks and similar lnBU.! f'1« square miles fourth largest 

, In the county, with a wealth of 
$29,000.000 10th, :largest in - the

Polls will be open from 7 a.m 
to 7 p.m. at 17 polling places in 
Torrance. They are listed be 
low.

The election returns will b 
received at the City Hall In thi 
office of City Clerk A. H. Bart 
lett, starting shortly after the 
polls close, and they will be 

th

was obtained "wtfen Co
W- H. Tolson voted "aye" onl

_, The multiple coin meters were I available .to the public, at tl
^sm^S^^Si^^^^S^^^^m^^K

Sherfey Jr. and
M. Gilbert were absent.

The be mir- oe pur-
chased from the Dual Parking. 
Meter Co., a division of the,

Youths Charged 
With Dynamiting 
Mail Box Here

cost the motoring public of Toi 
ranee $13,600. The city would 

; pay for them by giving 25 per 
i cent of the revenue to the com- 

>any until the cost is met, bul 
i six months free trial was 

jranted.
I The only justification for in 
' stallatipn of the meters was that 
they are needed as revenue pro 
ducers for the city. 

I The merchants committee on

1 her of Commerce on June 16, 
  1946, acted to oppose Installation

, buslriess district as a "detri- 
I ment rather than an asset in 
i the promotion of -»eta,ll sales and 
a solution to parking needs."

The comnflttee Is composed of 
Bob Haggard, chairman, C, '-*f. 
Emmet, of El Prado Furniture 
Co., Oscar H. Ross, manager of 
Safeway store, and Bernard Lee, 
of Bernard's Family Shoe Store. 

"Just as we get Hhe retail 
store labor dispute settled and 
start attracting trade back to 
Torrance, this move comes along 
to drive the trade away again,"

Four juveniles, who police 
say admitted stealing dyna 
mite caps and high explosive 
powder • from the' garage of 
D. D. Martin 4455 Kedondo 
Beach blvd., were turned over 
to juvenile authorities Mon 
day.

Police records Indicate that 
the youths blew the rural 
mall MX of Earl Bedford, 3440 
Emerald St., with such inten 
sity that windows were broken
In his home. The boys later ! Blaine Walker, secretary of the 
were picked up In Hermosa ' " "~ 
Beach, where police say they . „ . 
were blowing up garbage cans' ing meters, and they will avoid
In the district.

Their ages were given as 16 
and 17. yeiys. One of the 
boys was said to live In Lawn- 
dale, while the others had 
addresses' listed In Torrance.

SOLDIEB VISITS

i chamber, remarked. "The mo- 
! toring public does not like park-

i them whenever possible. This 
will hurt business in Torrance."

i The merchants committee had 
recommended one-hour parking 
on Sartori avenue, El Prado and 
Marcelina avenue in the down-

! town area, elimination of many
| red zones, loading zones and
special privilege parking, and 

Pvt. Ellis V. Holllngshead, | urged establishment of off-street 
A.C., of 2121 Border Avenue,' parking lots on vacant property 
visited his parents', Mr. and Mrs. in the central business district. 
T. V. Holllngshead, of the above, That t^re ,s no real parking 
address, on a week's leave which problem In Torrance is evl- 
ended Sunday. He was enroute denced by the fact that there, is

always ample
along Cabrlllo

to Greenborough, N.C.

Torrance 
Weather Record

Offioi.l U. S. Weath.r Bur*«u 
TEMPBRATUR^

UKllat Max! Mln

parking space 
ave., Torrance

blvd and Cravens avenue, It 
was pointed out.

Said Bob Haggard, chairman 
of the parking committee of 
the chamber: "I think it Is piti 
ful that Torrance should tujve 
to resort to parking meters, 
either for so-called traffic con 
trol or for revenue purposes. 
Parking meters will run the 
traffic off Sartori, and all the 
merchants along the street 
agree with this theory. Why 

,, | don't the police check the cars, 
i keep them moving."

telephone service will be main 
talned for convenience of in 
terested callers.

On the ballot is the question 
of the adoption of a City Char 
ter for Torrance, by  which Tor 
ranee will establish its own in 
dependent school system, and 
seven bond propositions calling 
for Improvements to the city.

this edition of the Torrance He 
rald.

Polling places are as follows: 
Precinct No. 1: 18002 Prairie 

ave.
Precinct No. 2: 2863 El Dorado 
Precinct No. 3: 716 Border

Precinct No. And,req

Precinct No. S: 1322 Engracia 
avenue. - '

Precinct No. 6: 2305 Torrance 
boulevard.

Precinct No. 7: 1317 Beech 
ivenue.

Precinct No. 8: 1804. Arling 
ton ave.

Preolnot No. 9: 2417 Andreo 
avenue.

Precinct No. 10: 23720 Nar 
bonne avenue.

Precinct No. 11: 2463 W. Car 
son street.

Precinct No. 12: 22504 Ocean 
venue.
Precinct 'No. 18: 908 Cota ave.
Precinct No. 1$: 1417 Cota 

avenue.
Precinct No. 15: 1916 Andreo

Precinct, No. 16: 22404 Haw 
thorne boulevard. \ 

Precinct Nq. 17: 1307 Portola

Public Comfort 
Station* Offered 
In PropofffIon 6

At long last, Torrance l« 
planning the construction of 
public comfort ttattops for the 
downtown retail area. Included 
In the plus fpr the new Com 
munity Becreat(on Qulldlng to 
be built In the Civic' Center 
are public toilet facilities which 
may be entered off Cravem 
avenue. But first,' Mr. and 
Mrs. Voter must approve 
Proposition No. 6 at the Mu 
nicipal eletUoi) next Tuesday 
rbefore the much needed com 
fort stations can be provided.

BOND ISSUE COST TO HOME OWNERS ONLY 80' MONTH, SAYS LUND
Roundly rebuking the directors of the Torrance Chamber 

of Commerce and the "Torituice Cltfiens. Committee" fof their 
opposition to certain of the bond lsnue» to be voted upon next 
Tuesday, proponents of the bonds led by Russell Lund, chair 
man, charged that the opposition, luid made a superficial and

unstudied appeal with no con-* :     t—————————
slderation of the long range
benefits to accrue to the rank
and file of the residents of

The people of Torrance should 
lot be misled by these objec 

tions, which in their negative 
rgumenta reflect no compre- 
tension of the proposals or are 
iellberately Mt forth to becloud 
he real issues, it was qmphn-

wnd Issues, he said. 
It should be remembered that

(C.ntlnu.d en P*a* I-A)

tackers by both Hopson and | big Industries and other large
Hayes who, however, claimed 
that they could Identify the men 
If apprehended.

corporations and out   of   town 
property owners pay approxi 
mately 90 percent of the taxes

in Torrance. and the average 
Torrance home-owner pays only 
about 10 percent. Thus In reality, 
while the current bond propos 
als call for expenditures of $1,- 
EBO.OOO, the actual cost of the 
smaller property owners Is only 
J155.000. it was stressed by the! 
bond boosters. '

Computing the actual dollar 
and cents coat to the average 
home-owner, the bond pro 
ponents take the recent study of 
the California Taxpayers Asso 
ciation as a basis for figuring 
as follows:

Assuming the. assessed valua

tion of the average home In-f For the Fire Stations, 
Torrance Is J2.000, the total tax 
cost for all seven of the muni 
cipal bond propositions to the 
average home-owner Is only 80 
cents per month for the first 
year, with further reductions 
each year as the bonds are re 
tired.

Breaking down the various 
propositions, the monthly tax 
cost to the average home-owner 
In Torrance Is:

'For the Recreation buUd-
Ing, Including the gymnasium.
basketball court, club room*,
game rooms for both boyp
and girls, aa well as the pub-
Uo comfort station*. 13c per
month.

For the stadium and swim 
ming pool, Including the tin-
derpau connecting the two
parks, So per month.

Bldg., etc., So per month. 
For the WalterU Community 

Center and Recreation Build- 
Ing, 2c per nuinth.

For the Sanitary Trunk 
Sewers, teas than 17c per 
month.

For the Straot* and.Alleys, 
23c prr inouU»-

county   Torrance still remains 
In the Los Angeles system. .

The Los Angeles system Is 
taking^ hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of Torrane^ tax '.re 
sources- and state aid to schools 
funds inarked fpi; Torrance chil 
dren and spending them else 
where' while neglecting . the 
schools of Torrance. This has 
been going on for years, il Is

as a whole.
The adoption of the City 

Charter provides the onjjr mean's 
by which Torrance. can 'sef-yvp 
its local, independent school dis 
trict anil maintain the present 
city ' government setup undis 
turbed, It is pointed out    - _

Efforts have been made 'to 
have the issue presented to 'the 
voters without necessity of a 
charter election, but they have 
been blocked by the LOB An 
geles Interests who have not 
been .willing to have the people 
of Torrance have .a voice in the 
matter of control of the schools. 
    The charttr committee is com 
posed of Howard A. Wood, M.D., 
chairman, James L. Lynch, vice 
chairman, Mrs. Mina : Shldler, 
secretary, Carl Steele ind Mrs. 
Mark Wright, . co treasurers. -

Youth Killed

-Nine-year-old Stevil Mon,tejZ'*R, 
sop of V- and  Mrs: SfSve ^J
tez Sr., house ,31, st.,: died
.'festcroay in the -Toi-rahce; Me 
morial hospital following inju*r|e» 
received when he. rode :hl8"?»i- 
dycle lijto a truck: at 'Tprmnc« 
and Crenshaw blvds.i. witnesses 
said.'  "   ; - ; V .-',: ' 

The truck, driven by- James 
O. Johnson and owned by Birch- 
ler Van and Storage, 24810 Nar 
bonne aye., was traveling West' 
on Torrance blvd. and'th,e ybijth 
was riding south on, Creosh»w 
blvd. when the accident ' oc: ' 
curred, reports indicate. The 
child was rushed to Torrance 
Memorial hospital, where, he. died. 
Iwo hours later without regain 
ing consciousness, it was re- 
 ealed.  

OLSON ACTS AS 
MAYOR; BUDGET 
HEARING FRIDAY .,

Councilman W. H. Tolson wa» 
back "in the mayor's chair Tue»-, 
day night, having been elected ' 
presiding officer In the absence 
of Mayor J. Hugh Sherfey Jr.

Councilman C. U. Gilbert-alpq 
absent Tuesday night, and. the 
remaining members of the counr, 
ell, G. V. Powell and A. L. Jack 
son, ran the affairs of the city,. 
Tor the meeting.

A public hearing on the city
udget la called for tomorrow

night, and an adjourned meeting
of the cour-" ''~ - -*-   "  " 
day night.

MONETA WATER CO. 
WANTS LAND OUT

per montfe.
For UM W»t»r Trunk Une 

to Hoilywood-Rlvf«r«, .9 of Ic 
per month.
Lund, in outlining the various 

propositions, was supported by 
Chief of Police John Stroh; Fire 
Chief J. E. McMaater and Recrea 
tion Superintendent Dale llllcy,

Moncta Water Co. ' Tuesday, 
light petitioned the City Council 
for exclusion from the proposed 
water district in North Torrance 
of the area east of Crenithaw 
Blvd. betwuen 174th st. and 
190th St.

L. F, Stephens«n, secretary, 
said that the company U ready, 
willing and tble to nerve all ter 
ritory In thiit area.

The matter was referred to 
the council as a whole fpr study. 
Tor fnt Alley


