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BLANKET INCREASE OF 20 
PER CENT IN CITY WORKERS' 
SALARIES ASKED IN NOTE

01 blanket salary raise for all city employees and department 
heads of 20 per cent Is requested In a letter to the City Coun 
cil signed by the various head* of department.

Thli would Increase the annual payroll of the city of Torrance 
by approximately $72,000, according to estimates.
At present, the payroll Is ap-» 

proximately $30,000 per month. 
There are about 145 regula 

employees of the city and som 
10 special employees, Including 
volunteer firemen.

The Increase In pay woulc 
make the beginning wage 
most new city employees $204 
a month rather than the $170 
a month, as is the present start 
Ing pay In most departments

The Increase requested probab 
ly will go before the City Coun 
ell for consideration at its nex 
meeting, March 26. '

The fact that the request came 
from the department heads 
rather than the City Employees 
Union brought the revelation 
that the union has just been re 
organized after having been sus 
pended by the International un 
Ion.

The union, under its previous 
officers, had requested a 10 per 
cent blanket pay increase.

Internal friction- was said to 
have been responsible for the 
suspension of the city workers 

- union.

Three Service 
Clubs To Hear 

* Of Youth Plan
Members of the three service

clubs of Torrance are to meet
tonight in the Woman's club-.
house to hear Cecil L. White-
head, of Altadena, discuss- the"

o. /'AJtadena :.Y6utli Plan" for -the
""* Handling^ of "problems of young

people.
Whltehead's talk is scheduled 

as a preliminary to a movement 
In Torrance sponsored by the 
Rotary, Lions and Klwanis clubs 
to cope with the needs of young 
people who find themselves In 
social or legal difficulty.,

The meeting tonight will be 
presided over by Chief of Po 
lice John Stroh, president of 
the Kiwanis club, although the 
Rotary club, of .which William 
Btanger Is acting president, will

± ., Jtxi, host. The. Uons club, 
'"  responsible for the arrangement 
W of the meeting, will be repre 

sented by President H. B. Lewis
30 of itsand approximately 

members.

Firemen Save 
Possible Loss 
Of Home Here

Storm Water 
Problem At 
Local School

Failure to make adequate 
provisions for storm water 
drainage from the recently 
paved U. 8. Navy Material 
Redistribution Center has 
created.quite a menace on Tor 
rance elementary school 
grounds, the recent storm has 
revealed.

Water flows over the school 
grounds from three to six 
Inches deep, cutting a neat 
channel, and then Is sent down 
120th st. easterly, making It 
difficult for children to cross 
220Ui (it and Martlna st.

The flow was augmented 
daring last year when many 
acres of land within the Navy 
plant were paved, thus cut 
ting down seepage and caus 
ing the Increased runoff.

Serious damage to the 
school property Is threatened 
In addition to the Inconven 
ience caused children getting 
to and from school during 
storms.

Lomita Heat 
Market Named

OPA stepped Into the retail 
ood field today in what was 
[escribed as its Initial move in 

a drive to force observance of 
rice celling rules, when attor 

neys for the agency filed Super- 
or Court suits charging oper- 
.tors of five markets, located 
it widely   separated ' points in 
he county, with exacting exces- 
Ive prices from purchasers of 

meat, grocery and produce Items. 
Threee of the suits, prepared 
.Lee. E.. Freeman and Rudolf 

enforcement " attorneys;
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NATIONAL SUPPLY, IDECO

NORMAL OPERATION RESUMED
Two of the largest plants of Torrance now are operating 

under new contracts with tabor unions, as a result of long 
negotiations.

The National Supply Company's Torrance plant signed an 
agreement with Oil Workers International Union, C. I. O., ef- 
                    *fective March 14, 1948, provld 

'Ing for an Increase of wages 
amounting to 16% cents per 
hour fdl all but 16 classifica 
tions. The 16 classifications, in- 
eluding chlppers; shake-out oper 
ators; furnace operator, electric 
arc; cranemen, ladle, forge and 
mobile boom; electricians; Inspec 
tors; storekeepers; trucker (pow 
ered); machine and crane oilers,

Highway Signs, 
Mileage Posts 
Problem Solved

Torrance not only will have 
border markers along the high 
ways entering the city, but its 
iroblem of Automobile Club of 
Southern California directlona 

signs is being solved, according 
o Blalne Walker, executive se- 
retary of Torrance Chamber of 

Commerce.
Plans of the Rotary, Lions 

and Klwanis clubs to Install

ages In an amount to be deter- 
lined up to time of trial and 

njunctlons prohibiting a con- 
inuence of asserted violations, 
rhlle complaints In the remain- 
ng two actions ask the court 
or pudgment ^suspending def en- 
ants' licenses to deal In com

modities subject to price con- 
for periods not to exceed 

2 months.
Defendants In the treble dam- 

ge and injuncUve actions are: 
torts Sonnlchsen, operator of 

Firemen yesterday Boon took 2"* "" 4 " *«oo o 
a quick lead over a fire thatl*"*<
started In the home of W. R. 
Peer, 1328 Amapola ave., bring

after arriving.
The property, owned by T. P. 

Boweh, was. said to have been 
damaged to the extent of $160 
by the fire which was caused 
by, an Overheated floor heater, 
according to J. E. McMaster, 
Torrance fire chief. '

IMPROVEMENT OF 
HARPOR CITY 
STREETS ORDERED ,

City Engineer Lloyd Aldrich, 
Los Angeles, has been instructed 
to present to the City Council 
plans for Improvement of 2C6th 
street between Senator and Pres 
ident avenues and of President 
avenue, between 204th and 260th

plans provide

f

walks, curbs, gutters and rock 
and oil road surfacing. The coun 
cil rescinded its earlier action 
recommending only a portion of 
the Improvements.

Fred Lincoln, 'Jr., was host 
when he entertained recently at 
Big Bear Lake. His guests, who 
enjoyed snow sports were, 
Misses Elolse, of Honolulu, T.H., 
Audrey Manning of .Seattle, 
Wash., and Patricia Hasten, o, 
Brentwood, all students of Holm- 
by College. AMM 2/c Robert 
Fitzgerald, U8N, from .Denver, 
Colo. and Capt. Walter Hairing- 
ton of Carmel, also were Includ 
ed. 
»»»ir^^T»

Ask the 
Professor

(By H. F. Notk.) 

Dear Professor: What do you

mine disaster in history? 
Answer: Meln Kampf,

mita; K. W. Olson, Empire Mar 
ket, 330 Catallna ave., Redondo 
Beach, and W. P. Kerley, Ker- 
ley's Market, 7911 So. Van, Ness 
ave., Los Angeles. License sus 
pension suits were directed 
against Robert M. Hubner, oper 
ator of the meat department of 
the Save Mart Market, 6417 San 
Fernando Road, Glendale, and 
the Holly Bowl Market, 1749 No. 
Highland ave., Hollywood.

MAYOR TOLSON ON 
EFFICIENCY BOARD

Mayor W. H. Tolson has been 
named on the "Committee for 
Study of Government Efficien 
cy" of the Los Angeles county 
division of the California League 
of Cities, It was revealed yes 
terday.

The league will meet in Hunt- 
mgton Park tonight, and the

4 p. m. with Mayor Tolson In 
attendance.

entrance to Torrance In nine 
pots, 1 bearing the insignia of 

those organizations plus similar 
Igns of the Veterans of For 

eign Wars, Chamber of Com 
merce, American Legion and 
Voman'3 club are progressing, 
Vaiker said, to the point where 
he. markers may be ordered 

within a few weeks.
An original "Torrance" design 

tas been suggested by Walker, 
that of hanging-the-various- or- 
;anlzations - signs on a giant 
T" for Torrance.

Walker said that he is work- 
ng with the Automobile Club

In ap
proaching Torrance are properly 
posted with Torrance mileage 
signs and arrows indicating the

tral district 6f tile city. Recent 
criticism has been directed to

ly post Torrance directional 
signs, it was said.

Grants 15% Pay 
Raise To Workers

Employees of the Felker 
Manufacturing: Co., Torrance, 
this, week received a "surprise 
package" In the form of a 
blanket 15 per cent Increase 
In pay.

M. N. Felker, general man 
ager of the company, said that. 
some 60 employees are effect 
ed by the voluntary Increase 
In pay provided by the com 
pany. Most all of the em 
ployees are specialists, and the 
firm Is one of the few In Tor- 
ranee not affiliated with a la 
bor union.

Felker declared that the 
company, which manufactures 
diamond cutting tools, now Is 
operating on a normal peace 
time basis, after a short Bved 
cutback following the end of 
the war.
' A peace-tune company, form 
ed years before the war start 
ed, the plant went all-out tor 
defense work, making millions 
of diamond cutting tools for 
the armed forces and defense 
plant*.

CHAMBER MEMBER

Earl Brunner, of the Mayfalr 
Creamery, is a new member of 
Torrance Chamber of Commerce, 
according to R. I. Plomert Jr., 
membership chairman.

received wage Increases of 21 Vi 
cents per hous. A five cents per 
hour shift premium was allowed. 

The National agreement re 
mains in effect until May 1, 1947.

ment Co., Torrance works, sign 
ed a contract with the United 
Steelworkers of America, C. I. O., 
providing for an increase of 
18 Vi cents per hour, and reopen 
ed for operations on Monday. 
Retroactive provisions we're elf 
minated by the workers, in the 
new Torrance agreement

While IDECO had been closed 
by the steelworkers' strike Jan. 
J6, National remained in opera 
tion under a temporary agree 
ment after a shutdown of but a 
few days.

Thus It appeared that all Tor 
rance plants effected in recent 
ranee plants affected in recent 
demands of -organized labor for 
wage adjustments were back 
in normal operation.

Herald's Stand For Public Meetings 
Hit In Howard P. Raymond Letter

(Editor's Note: The Torrance Herald IK happy to print the 
letter which follows, written by Howard' P. Raymond as chair 
man of the Torrance Civil Service Commission, which offers his 
viewpoint on what the Herald believes are the . commission's 
"assumed rights" to bar the public or press from meetings of 
the commission. These "assumed rights" were the subject of a 
recent editorial In the Herald. A carefui survey of City Ortll 
fiance 326, under which the civil service system of the city and 
members of the Civil Service Bonn! operate, falls to disclose 
:(ny provision which can be construed as permitting the board 
to bar anyone from Its meetings. The Civil Service Board Is a 
public body and as such its meetings must be kept open to the 
public, no matter what situation or person any deliberation may 
Involve. Anything but public meetings. smacks of the thing 
which the United Nations so victoriously overthrew In Europe 
and Asia In the recent war. Further, no person has the right 
to "advise" the commission to hold certain of Its 'deliberations 
In private, In the opinion of this newspaper. Certainly It is for 
the protection of the worker who may be Involved In a hearing 
that all testimony and consideration of evidence be conducted 
open and above board, liefore the public, If the public desires 
access to the hearings. We gladly print Mr. Raymond's letter^ 
but we heartily disagree with his reasoning).

»      .______________
Editor, Torrance Herald:

In answer to your editorial 
n the Herald of February 14
[ wonder why you could not
lave spent a few minutes of
your time and called me to give
ny side of this story on closed

doors at Civil Service meetings 
nstead of getting your informa 

tion from a very unreliable
source and .printing it. Civil
service was originated for the
irotection of workers. We sel-
lorn have a meeting but what

some city employees do not come 
o us to adjust some grievance

or iron out some difficulty in-

FROM FRESNO

Mrs. B. C. Buxton, of 1500 El 
Prado, has returned following a 
visit with her daughters, Mrs. 
Virginia Scott and Mrs. Mar 
garet Grow. She was accom

ter, Sandra, who will remain 
for an indefinite visit.

care to have made public. This 
was the case in the meeting you 
refer to In your editorial. The 
hree so called gentlemen you 

refer to in your editorial came 
in during this discussion and 
I asked them to wait in the 
front office until we had finish 
ed with these employees. They 
did so very reluctantly after 
making a sarcastic remark. I 
called them back after excusing 
the others and they stayed in

Publication of City Directory for 
Torrance Undertaken By Poblishers

the meeting until a few minutes 
before we adjourned.

We have followed this proced 
ure ever since we have had Civil 
service in Torrance. We have 
never felt "it fair to "air the 
troubles of employees before the 
public and other employees. It 
is embarrassing to the employee, 
lowers the morale of the work 
er and has a disruptive influ 
ence. Also the __reading of ef 
ficiency and probationary re 
ports. We read these reports pri 
vately .and if they need adjust 
ment we call in the employee 
and help him to get straighten 
ed out without embarrassment 
to. him..

We do not think they "should 
be made public as they concern 
the employee only. If you were 
a city employee would you want 
your affairrs made public? I 
don't think so. I have heard you 
say on several occasions that 
you printed news as it .was 
given to you but I have never 
heard you say you tr(ed to get 
both sides of a .story in order 
to give a correct version. Try 
it some time, I believe it will 
make you friends.

In regard to the many nights 
of hard work that went into the 
setting up and later the admin-

ranee will soon have a new city- 
directory, according to Grover 
and George J Inskeep, Jr., pro- 
>rletors of the Western Direc- 
;ory Co., who are already work

canvassed, Including Walteria, 
Hollywood-Riviera, and North 
Torrance, as well as the Los 
Angeles shoe string strip and 
the county territory within the 
shopping area of Torrance as 
far east as Harbor blvd. (Main 
st.). The 1841 directory canvass 
only extend to Vermont ave.,

ectory, published in October,
1941. 

While the 1941 directory has i ers have agreed to extend the
been > acclaimed the most ac- canvass east to and including

book. This is the same firm

Commerce directors, the publish-

City Clerk A. H. Bartlett Undisputed 
Holder Of Dual Positions, Says Court

Findings of fact and conclusions of law in the attempt of 
Howard P. Raymond, chairman of the Civil Service Commission, 
to prevent City Clerk A. H. Bartlett from holding down the 
additional Job as city purchasing agent have been filed showing 
that Bartlett won a "clean sweep" victory in Superior court .In
the case.

The decision of the court 
reads, In part: "Said defendant, 
Albert H. Bartlett, Is entitled to 
occupy both the office of City 
Clerk of Torrance and the posi 
tion of purchasing agent of and 
for said city, and to draw, with 
out diminution of either, his sal 
ary and compensation for his 
duties performed in each of said 
capacities."

the decision granted Bartlett 
his costs In the matter, "and

nothing herein."
The lawsuit which ends all 

doubt as to Bartlett's right to 
hold.the dual job was filed after 
the City Council took the poal-

curate and complete ever pub 
lished here, the Mesrs. Inskeep 
state that the new 1946 direc 
tory will be much more attrac 
tive In appearance, with a stiff 
volume-type cover and leather 
ette binding.

It will contain four sections: 
(1) the complete alphabetical 
list of all Torrance residents 13 
years of age and over, with 
street .addresses, P. O. Box num-

occupation of the head of the 
family; (2) a business firm dir 
ectory; (3) a classified buyer's 
guide; and (4) a street and

Main street between East road 
and Ocean ave. However, a sep 
arate population count will be 
kept of the area included within 
the city limits of Torrance, as

PARKING METER INTERESTS 
ATTEMPT TO SELL CITY ON 
TORRANCE INSTALLATION

That outside Interests are attempting to "Hell" the City 
(if Torrnnrc on the Installation of parking meters was revealed 
this week as a poll of (Merchants was undertaken to determine 
I heir attitude on the proposal.

Absent Voter 
Ballots May 
Be Secured

Absent voter ballots for the 
coming City Election, April 9, 
rtQ\v ore avitllahl-j In the office 
of 'City Clerk A. H. Bartlett.

Bartlett declared that appli 
cations for absent voter bal 
lots may be filed between now 
and April 4, and that they 
are returnable on or before 
April 15.

The city clerk urged all 
those who will be absent from 
the city on election day or 
otherwise unable to vote, to 
apply for the absent voter 
ballots.

, In the event a voter is sick 
and unable to secure an absent 
voter ballot or go to the polls. 
City Clerk Bartlett said that 
up to and Including April 4 
he personally, within the 
rights of his office under the 
law,' will vote such a person.

Red Gross Fund 
Drive Reaches 
Half-Way Mark

Red Cross solicitations in the 
.946 American Red Cross Fund 

Campaign are past the half 
way mark this week, according 

Torrance driv(£ chairman, I 
, Hallanger.- \ 
Local workers 'ivhon.are can

istertag of the Civil'service" I vfssing the aroa say that peo- 
. .   pie are giving about the same

(Continued on Page 6-A)

Forced Landing 
Marks First Of 
Many Air Treks

the city. It is believed that this 
accurate population count will 
be useful to City departments In 
their contacts with other govern 
mental agencies in the allocation 
ot public funds, etc.

Canvass Begins April 15
While the preliminary work of

selling advertising is now in
progress, actual canvass of hous-

house guide listing the names of es will not begin until April 15, 
streets in alphabetical order and in order that the data will be 
numbers of houses and bust- as up-to-date as possible, accord- 
ness firms In numerical order. (ng to Messrs. Inskeep. All can- 
This section will also give the vassers will be local residents 
name of the head of the family, familiar with the territory. Suf- 
and will designate if he is a flclcnt canvassers will be em 

ployed to complete the work in 
four ot six weeks, it was stated.

Endorsed by C. of C. 
At their meeting Tuesday, di 

rectors of the Torrance Chamber 
of Commerce endorsed, the West 
ern Directory Company in Its 
efforts to publish a new city 
directory. Printing of the book 
will be done in the Torrance 
Herald plant, and distribution of

at that address.
Population Count

By arrangement with the Tor 
rance Chamber of Commerce, an 
accurate population count of 
the entire area included in the 
canvass will be taken, including 
the number of children under 
18 years of age.

East Torrance Included
All the territory within the 

city limits of Torrance will be July 1.

Conner Reflected VFW Commander; 
Vernon Coil, H. B. Lewis Chosen

as last year or slightly under 
their war-year contributions,

However, Snyder points out 
that the percentage figure is 
lagging behind last year .due 
to the fact that there are few 
er workers in the field and that 
they have been asked to cover 
more territory.

"For this reason," the chair 
man said, "our workers are slow 
er in turning In their reports. 

Twenty one airplanes from the The community Is asked to aid 
Civil Air Patrol's Third Group • the workers by having their con- 
carried 43 pilots and passengers j tributions ready and not asking 
to. an airfield in San Bernar- the volunteer solicitors to re- 
dlno early Sunday morning, I turn." 
where they were met by the j 
Stick and rfudder Club. The]

hosts to the local patrol at a 
breakfast shortly following their 
arrival. Official host was Her 
bert Nicholson, boyhood friend 
of Major C. H. Holmes, Third 
 Group CAP Commander.

Enroute to San Bernardino, 
the plane in which Lt. George 
Turner was flying with Mrs. 
Virginia Wilcox, daughter of 
Major C. H. Holmes, developed 
lock in the fuel line, forcing 
the pair to land on an aban 
doned air strip near Fontana. 
Turner said that Mrs. Wilcdx 
was flying the plane at the 
time the engine quit which 
marked her first forced land 
ing at the controls.

March 31, the local flight 
group will be host to the Stick 
and Rudder Club here, and will 
treat the club to an early break 
fast, at th& Palos Vcrdcs Coun 
try Club.

Pueblo Area 
Badly Flooded 
Hi. Big Storm

Bain in the area came as 
gold to most Torrance resi 
dents but hi the Pueblo only 
"La Rana" welcomed the flood 
that filled the street of the

automobile passage almost Im 
possible.

Coming In answer to thou 
sands of prayers, the rainfall 
yesterday forced many of the 
residents In the Pueblo to 
stay Indoors, away from shop 
ping, work, school and other 
trips of necessity and all be 
cause "Main Street" has been 
sadly neglected.

early

Torrance And Lomita Residents Give 
Thanks For First Good Rain Of Year

Torrance and Lomita 'joined the Southland In giving thanks 
yesterday for rain of just the kind It wanted. In most places 
it was an Intermltent fall that tended to soak in. The majority 
of farmland localities reported more than an Inch of rain for 
the day and In many it was close to or over the inch mark. 

In Torrance, the rainfall was* --      

as City Clerk of Torrance, and 
it was taken from him a few 
years ago In a councllmanlc up 
heaval only to be returned last 
year.

ABANDON WELL
Standard Oil Company laaban

The following officers were 
elected:

C. Earl Conner, Commander, 
re-elected.

Vernon W. Coll, Senior Vice 
Commander.

Harry B. Lewis, Junior Vice 
Commander.

Ing its Joughin No. 13 well In! Fred C. MarsteUar, Chaplain 
the Torrance field, according to re-elected.
State Division of Oil & Gas 
releases. It Is located In section 
24, township 43, 14W.

Alvln B. Palmer, Quarteriuast- 
ir. 

A. Levlne, Post Advocate.

Melanle, Al W. Wldner, Eddie 
Frlberg and Dayld C. Llewellyn.

The officers will be Installed 
as a part of a Southern Califor 
nia public VFW installation in 
the Rose Bowl, Pasadena, late 
in April. President Truman, him 
self a member of the VFW, Is 
expected to be present.

A local Installation party also 
will be held, however, Comman 
der Conner declared.

While it was a "good" rain, 
Kenneth L. Wolff, Deputy Coun 
ty Agricultural Commissioner, 
Tuesday pointed out that the 
land still "hasn't had near 
enough."

What the weatherman said 
may be the season's last snow 
fall for winter sports enthusi 
asts started In mountain areas 
Tuesday with 3.7 Inches record 
ed up to B p. m. and snow still

falling. At Big Bear 8 inches 
of snow had fallen to 5 p. m. 
The snow at Lake Arrowhead 
was reported wet, packing as It

40 NEW HOMES PROPOSED

Ground Is scheduled to be 
broken Monday on a proposed 
project of 40 homes, according 
to E. A. Smythe, contractor for 
O. E. Goodman of Wllmington. 
who has been Issued a permit 
to build one of the 40 homes on ' 
u lot north of Pacific Coast high- 
way between 238th .and 240th 
sts., east of Hawthorne 'blvd.

* Hearing of the idea that park-:'; 
ing meters are being considered 
for the central business district,, 
the Torrance Chamber of Com 
merce directors Tuesday night' 
decided that before any move is 
made by the city, the busjness 
men of the community should 
be contacted for their vleXvpfllnt 
on the subject.

i Already considerable opposi- 
| tlon to the idea of Installing;' 
parking meters in Torrance" has 1 : 
been expressed. ' ,.-...'

The principal arguments are 
that the .meters in no way -solve ' 
a parking1, problem and fliat in 
no way do they eliminate a; 
police problem.

Parking meters simply are- 
"revenue buflders,"_.and tjjft.Cjtyj 
of Torrance, with Its $27,000,000' 
assessed valuation and 'many 
other resources is In no need of 
the meagre revenue which comes 
from parking meters, it is .point-   
ed out.

Suggestion of the Installation 
of the parking meters has 
brought to light two other pret-' 
posals involving downtown traf-'; 
fie. !

One is the :ldea that a one- 
hour parking limit in the «eri- 
tral district is needed. "..".'."."." 

The other is that off-street 
parking is the only answer .to, 
central business district parking, 
problems.

That municipally owned park 
ing lots in the center of central- 
district blocks, served by the 20- 
foot wide alleys, are needed, is'! 
a point being stressed.

The parking meter suggestion, 
it is said, is expected to die a 
quick death, in view of opposi 
tion already revealed.

City Employees 
Union Installs 
New Officers

The City Employees Union 1 
number 360 installed new of 
ficers last week following

since last December. In the elec 
tion, Carniel Cook was voted 
president, but resigned the fol 
lowing week. The newly; elected 
recording secretary, P. S. Cruze, : 
also' resigned, a union spokes 
man said.

Installed as first vice presi 
dent was John Waugh, and; 
Edith Smith as second vice pre 
sident; Walter C. Silence as H-- 
nancial secretary; Jim Poiston 
as sergeant of arms and Jack 
Stephens as chief steward. i

Levy's Daughter, 
Husband, Hurt In 
Corona Accident '

Mr. and Mrs. Edward' 
Schwartz of Torrance were pain-)   
ully injured yesterday afternoon 
vhen the car in which they wets' 

riding skidded on "wet pavement, 
and crashed into a bridge near/ 
Corona. The young couple was: 
returning from Palm Springs.) 
dra. Schwartz is the former Ella' 
^evy, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.' 

Sam Levy. j 
Mrs. Schwartz sustained, a; 

badly cut leg and her. husband,' 
who was driving the Levy ,fami- 
y car, suffered an oblique frac-l 
ure of the leg below theT<nee. i 
Upon being notified of the ac- 

idcnt by Corona police, Mr. and I 
Mrs. Levy, with Dr. A. P. Stev-! 
nson, left immediately for thei 

Corona hospital, where the InJ 
ured couple arc expected to be) 

confined for about two weeks'

Torrance 
Weather Record
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