
Many Elderly Wage Earners Take Advantage Of Retirement Benefits
Many elderly wage earner* 

^iave taken advantage of their 
ctircment benefits unfler the 

Social Security Act since "V-J" 
Day, advised J. O. Brcthcrton, 
Manager of the Long Beach 
Field Office of the Social Se 
curity B/oard,

"During each of the past two
i years we have seen our claims

receipts double the number
; filed each of the preceding

years," Bretherton continued.

"This is largely due to the fact 
that many of our elderly citizens 
were able, for the first time, 
to secure employment covered 
by the Social Security Act and 
establish an insured status while 
working In war industries. We 
now have a total of 8663 bene 
ficiaries in our area entitled to 
receive a total of $170,782.37 
each month," Bretherton explain 
ed. "The claimants are made up 
in part bV workers aged 65 and
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over who have retired and are 
now receiving their monthly 
benefit checks, which will con 
tlnue for the rest of their lives 
The wives of these workers who 
have also attained 65 may also 
IMJ entitled to receive an addition 
al check equal to one half Of 
tholr husband'p benefit check.

"As of the first'of this, year 
there were, in the Long Beach 
Area, 8985 retired wage earn 
era entitled to receive a month 
ly total of $98,342.27 and 1233 
wives entitled to $16,003.65 each 
month. In addition there were 
402 widows aged 65 or over 
who have qualified for monthly 
checks equal to three-fourths of 
what their husUands would re 
ceive, .which totaled $9,909.9/j 
each1 month. There are 2072 
children of wage earners entitl 
ed to receive $27,910.13, and to 
851 widows under age 65, who 
are remaining home to care for 
the children, an additional $18, 
209.23 is being sent each month, 
An additional number of parents 
aged 65 or over, who were whol 
ly dependent upon deceased 
wage earners, have qualified, to 
receive monthly benefits.

"Since the first of 1940 the 
Long Beach Field Office has also 
hanflled an additional 3577 lump- 
sum death claims which h 
resulted in the payment of a to 
tal of $488,633.49. Many of the 
widows who are claimants for 
death benefits will be eligible for 
monthly benefit checks'upon at 
taining age 65.

"The-greatly..increased indus 
trial development in the Long 
Beach Area has been reflected 
in the rapid growth in the work 
load of the' Long Beach Office. 
"We appreciate that we are 
but one of 400 Field Offices of 
the Social Security Board 
throughout the United States es 
tablished to serve the wage earn 
ers who are covered by the So 
cial Security Act. Well over one 
and one-third million checks are 
now being mailed out monthly 

nfcftciariEs -Gf"sB types 
throughout the country, who are 
protected by the Old-Age and 
Survivors Insurance Program," 
added Bretherton.  '

"The importance of the Social 
Security Account Number Card, 

'hlch represents an Insurance 
Policy Number with the Fed 
eral Government, is becoming 
more apparent every day. For 
this reason we ask that workers, 
take care of their cards so that 
they can show It to their em 
ployers on each new job. The 
failure to furnish the correct 
account number to the employ 
er may cause the wage earner

to lose his wage credits, which 
are the basts for paying insur 
ance benefits." Bretherton also 
stated that wage earners who 
were receiving monthly benefits 
and who have returned to cover 
ed employment at higher wages, 
and have increased their average 
monthly wage, may have their 
benefits recomputed to Include 
any additional amount they 
would be entitled1 to. Every wage 
earner who desires to learn 
more about his rights under the 
Old-Age and Survivors provisions 
of the Social Security Act, and 
particularly those who are con 
sidering retiring, Is invited to 
get In touch with the nearest 
Field Office. The Long Beach 
Field Office, which serves Los 
Angeles County south of Rose- 
crans ave., and all 6f Orange 
County, is located at 423 Jer- 
gins Trust Building, 100 E. 
Ocean blvd., Long Beach 2, Cali 
fornia, telephpno 697-41.

Basic Steps For
Planning
Are

Through the establishment of 
planning commissions, some of 
the local governments of the 
state are taking rapid strides 
toward making California com'- 
munities better places in which 
to live. ....... .......

This is shown in a report Is 
sued today :by the State Re 
construction and Reemployment 
Commission. The report, entitled 
"California Planning," points out 
that, in addition to official plan 
ning commissions, much work is 
being done by unofficial planning 
groups.

The Commission's report con 
tain statistical data showing the 
details of planning on the part 
of cities and counties. 11
- .!-;. r-m jr r-vf^y-.EVr-.JJr.-l:^.!^. ~r^ ^-.

pointed out that, under the 
fornia public planning laws, 
cities may and counties must es- 
stabll^h .planning- commissions.

the report contains 'a review 
of the objectives, history, plan 
ning laws and activity of- city 
and ' county planning commis 
sions. It also suggests basic 
steps for planning agencies as 
follows:

1. Consideration of the assets 
and liabilities.

2. Analysis of the causes of 
.resent conditions.
- 3. Determination of objectives 
to correct previous ills and take

Bare *te three leaden of DUette Prevention yrt&k, Fefc. 17-24. Left 
to right, Dr. George M. Uhl, Lo§ Angeles city .health officer; Dr. 
Ruth 1. Temple, medical director, Commotiity Health Association, 
and Dr. H. O. Swartout, county health officer,, planning free health 
exhibit IB Los Angeles County Museum, Exposition Park, Los Angeles.

Carver Reelected 
President Of 
Goodwill Grouo

At the annual meeting of the 
Board of Directors of Goodwill 
Industries of Southern California, 
Charles E. Carver was elected 
to succeed himself as president 
for the twenty-eighth consecu 
tive year. Dr. Frederic H. Blair 
begins his twenty-fifth year as 
executive director.

fteportir submitted to- the di 
rectors at this; meeting show 
that during 1845 $598,657 were 
paid in wages to employees in 
return for 793,412 working hours. 
A total of 687 different persons 
were employed during the year, 
and of this number only 8.1 per 
cent were non-handicapped. Of 
the remaining 91.9 per cent, 
landicaps in'clude defective sight, 
hearing, speech, orthopedic dis 
abilities, organic disabilities and
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idvantage of new opportunities.
4. Formulation of a general 

plan for future development.
5. Means for carrying out the 

plan.
A copy of the report is avail 

able at the Torrance Herald of- 
:ice for information of those In 
terested.

income Tax 
Checks In Mail 
For Thousands

Checks for the first income 
tax refunds for 1945 are being 
signed today, beating last year's 
refund checks by about six 
mdnths, it was announced by 
Internal Revenue Collector Harry 
C. Westover.

Westover revealed that m the 
first refund group are 9900 
checks totaling $419,898. These 
checks are all for persons who 
used withholding receipts -for 
tax returns.

Refunds for those using, the 
regular income tax forms, 1040, 
must be processed in the New 
York office of the Bureau Of In 
ternal Revenue, while refunds 
for withholding receipt tax 
forms can be computed here.

Westover declared that re-
~ . .
eventually be sent to one 

million persons in the Southern 
California area for the 1945 tax 
year." .

CONTROL FLOODS
It was in the flood control bill 

of-19" 28 that Cdrigress ffrst ad 
mitted It to be the duty of the 
United States to control floods 
on the tributaries of the Missis 
sippi river. As a result much 
work on   tributaries has been 
done, and a great and intelligent 
program for this meritorious 
public work is now in the mak 
ing.
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' in the past few years 
your house has become war-worn and 
run-down, here's jiist the treatment it needs:

Repair and modernize with nn FH A Jf.mfitu 
loan arranged at Bank of America. With this 
convenient financing yob' can re-roof, repaint, 
redecorate, repair. You can give your house

health and correct all the "things now wrong 
with '&. -tt The'.first step? Get an es 
timate on the cost of ctoiQg the Work. 
Then see Bank of America!
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