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GROCER REVEALS THREATS; 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDE IS 
VERDICT GIVEN AT INQUEST

Following: 1 coroner's jury verdict of justifiable homicide In 
the death of Martin Jmi-ph Grncff, Ernest M. Garcelon, pro 
prietor of the Vista Market, 1709 Pacific Coast Highway, Harbor 
City, revealed to a Lomlta News reporter that he had been 
threatened by two youthful women believed to be Bisters of the 

slain man.
This was brought about when

the market Saturday morning 
In the absence of Garcelon and 
told clerks- In the store that 
they were Gracff's sisters and 
said: "We arc not through with 
him yet," meaning Qarcolon, he 
said.

Graeff was killed early Friday 
morning when he and an alleged 
companion, Charles Radicc, 27, 
3852 Goldwyn terrace, Culver 
City, broke the glass In a front 
door leading to the market and 
gained entranca, at 4 a. m.

Clutching the .41-callber revol 
ver which he had -lying beside

for protection, Garcelon stepped 
quietly Into the market when 
he heard the glass break in the 
door.

Radlce wa lurking along near 
the refrigerator a few feet away, 
Garcelon revealed, as he stepped 
Into • the store. Immediately 
covering Radlce, he saw a head

drink cabinet half-way across 
the market At that moment a 
voice coming from that direction 
said, "Drop that gun._ I have 
you covered." Disregarding the 
command, Garcelon said he aim 
ed the revolver toward the voice 
and pulled the trigger for the 
first time since owning the 
weapon.

The second shot hit Graeff, 19, 
of 10859 Oregon ave., Culver 
City, In the head and he died 
later In the San Pedro emer 
gency hospital. Radlce fled to 
ward the door which they had 
crashed to gain entrance . and 
the grocer fired the third shot 
but missed. However, Radlce re 
turned when trie police arrived 
and gave himself up.

When the store closed at 6

o'clock the night before, Graef 
and two other men appeared 
and tried to get Into the store 
Garcelon said, and ,he allow.* 
Graeff to enter, purchase a loaf 
of bread and some lunch moat 
Another of the trio kicked the 
door on the outside, disgruntled 
because he could not get In 
Graeff and his. companions then 
departed.

During the inquest, Uadicc tes 
tified" that he and Graeff had 
robbed five other stores during 
the night before entering thi 
Vista Market. Radlce told polic. 
that he stole a car and with 
Graeff burglarized two stores in 
Los Angeles and a grocery -Pt 
the Intersection of Anahelm st. 
and Wilmlngton blvd., Wilmlng 
to. Radice told officers that 
Graeff obtained a .38 caliber re 
volver when they burglarized 
the Wilmington grocery.

Both youths wore gloves.
Detectives said they believed 

Graeff, apparently without any 
reason, fired a shot into n cafe

111 Pacific ave. that night, 
less than half an hour befor 
the p«ir attempted the burglary 
in. Harbor. -City..._........ ...:.

Radicc told police that to Ms 
knowledge, this was the first

in crime.

FROM ALHAMBRA
Dr. and Mrs. W. J. Neelands 

are entertaining as their house 
guest, Mrs. Sara McDonald, of 
Alhambra.

WEEKEND GUEST
Judy'Clark, small daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. F. Harwood Clark, 
entertained as her weekend 
juest, her cousin, Wendy Mc- 
•Clnson, of Los Angeles.

People
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CARSON STREET P. T. A, 
ARRANGES MEETING

Carson Street P. T. A. will ho 
its annual Founders Day 
gram at 2:00-p.. m. Thursda 
Feb. !tff^t trw school.

A skit, "Pages of the Past 
will be portrayed by sevr: 
past presidents of the organlza

to be followed by the pr

AUSTIN STUDIOS
m—————————————————————————————W

All Studio* open 12 to 6 P.M. every Sunday 
and two or more nights per week

448 W. Sixth St.
SAN PEDRO

Phone TErminal 2-4306

DAILY HOURS: 9 A.M. to 6 P.M. 
Fridays and Saturdays Till 8 P.M.

SOUTHWEST LOS ANGELES 
8624 S. Vermont Ave. Phone Pleasant 1-1263

DAILY HOURS: 9 A.M. to 6 P.M. 
Frldtyi and Saturdays Till 8 P.M.

seritatlon of a life membershi 
All new mcm'bcre are especial 
urged to attend. At 1:00 o'cloc 
members of the executive bbari 

'ill convene.
• * * ..* 

SCOUT MOTHERS 
PLAN MEETING

The Mothers Club of Bo 
Scout Troop No. 241 will mee 
it 7:30 o'clock, Wednesday, Fc 

20 at the home of Mrs. W. C 
Silence, 2372 Maricopa place.

* * •*
TORRANCE LADIES 
ATTEND PARTY

The View Heights home o 
Mrs. Blrney Milneck was a se 
ting for an enjoyable Valentin 
evening bridge party F r i d a 
when Torrance and out of tow 
guests were entertained. • Thos 
from Torrance included Mmes 

A. Murphy, Sydney Hopkin 
E. Miller and A. C. Steelt 

Mrs. Miller was among the win 
ners- at contract.

* * *
A. L. A. ARRANGES 
POT LUCK SUPPER

American Legion Auxiliary 
members of Bert,'S. Crbsslaif 
Post No. 170 will be hostesses 

pot-luck supper at 6:3 
o'clock Monday, February. 2 
Their 'guests will be membra 
of the Post and their wives 
Each lady attending is reques 
ed to provide a covered dish.

* * *
[••ERN AVENUE P. T. A. 
PLANS BOARD MEETING

The executive board of Fen 
Avenue P. T. A.-wil meet at th 

:hool at 10:00 a. m. Thursday 
eb. 21. Plans will be made fo 

he Founders Day ~ m e e 11 ng 
which will, be "held in conjunction 
nth other elementary school 
m Tuesday, Feb. 26, at Tor 
ance High school.

* •* *
MRS. MILES' HOME 
S PARTY SETTING 

Mrs. Earl A. Miles was
gracious hostess to bridge clul 
nembers who met Thursday a 
ler home on Andreo ave. A 
he luncheon table, centeret

with an arrangement of hibiscus 
overs were placed tor elgh

guests. Prizewinners' at contrac
were Mmes. R. J. Rogers and
IV. J. Neelands.

* * *
BRIDGE CLUB MEETS 
AT FELKER HOME

Mrs. M. N. Felker was a gra 
clous hostess to bridge clul 
members who met recently 
her Jiomc, 1010 Beech ave.

Arrangements of daffodils in 
the living room and a center 
piece of sweet peas and roses 
used on the attractively appoint 
ed refreshment table, accented 
a spring motif. Mrs. William 
Luckenbill was presented with a 
bridge prize.

* *. *
CATHOLIC PARTY 
THIS EVENING

Mrs. Neil McConlogue and her 
committee will serve as hostesses 
for this evening's Catholic card 
party. Assisting her will be 
Mmes. Arnold, Vincent, Felion, 
Parrel, O'Dam and Miss Mary 
Scallen. Everyone Is invited. The 
first door prize will be 'presented 
at 8:00 o'clock and games of 
contract and auction bridge, pin 
ochle and 500 will follow immed 
iately. Refreshments will be serv 
ed.

• * *
O. K. a OBSERVES 
COURTESY NIGHT

Members Courtesy Night was 
observed at the regular meeting 
of' Torrance Chapter No. 380, 
Order .of the Eastern Star, last 
Thursday evening when mem 
bers filled officers' stations. Mrs 
Billie Kerber served as chair 
man for the occasion. Later the 
group adjourned to the banquet 
room where a Valentine motif 
was followed in floral decora 
tions and menu.

*
ST. CECILIA-S GUILD 
TO HOLD RUMMAGE SALE

St. Cucillaa Guild of St. An 
drew's Episcopal church will 
iponsor a rummage sale to be 
held early In March. Articles re" 
malnlng unsold at the conclu 
sion of this sale will be contri 
butcd to the European Clothing 
drive. Those wishing to dssist 
with clothing donations may 

any guild member. For 
further information call Mrs. D. 
A. Murphy at 999-W.

 »< * * 
DUNHAMS ENTERTAIN

Sunday guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles B. Dunham were Mr. 
and Mrs. Lloyd V. Brlggs, of 
Banning. Brlggs, who Is Mr. 
Dunham's nephew, recently re 
turned from twenty months over 
seas. He served with the 3rd 
Army in England, France, Lux 
embourg, Germany, Czechoslo 

vakia and Belgium.

TORRANC6 HERALD-

BENSON'S
.The TSfew; Store in Torrance, full of Beautiful T^ew Fashions for

Spring SUITS
Tailored, smart, figure conscious. Fash 
ion's newest spring designs will be found 
at Bensorl's where the fashion and 
value-wise women of Torrance . . . shop 
first for the latest.

The glories of spring unfold themselves in resplendent fashions. The 

very joy in our hearts is reflected in the brightest and gayest styles 

we've seen in many a spring. Suits, dresses, coats, accessories and 

handbags designed with an eye toward a softer femininity   the 

curvacious look stars for the new season. Billowy and gentle these 

lovely .wearables suggest roundness in the right places   smartness 

  grace. For a lovelier spring  - for a lovelier you   choose your 

new-season wardrobe at BENSON'S in Torrance.   '

SHOP BENSON'S FIRST

Snrtari and Value-Wise Women of Torrance Do

Spring SWEATERS
Styling, quality and workmanship are 
important in sweaters. That's why Ben- 
son's, feature famous Helen Harper, 
Renart, Branford and ' other nationally 
known sweater makers. 100% wool. 
Sizes 34 to 40.
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Choose a blouse from Benson's fine 
selection . . . tailored, frilly, or sport 
types . . . whites, black and pastels.

$425025 $A 98

and up

Open a 
CHARGE or BUDGET ACCOUNT

1271 SARTORI AVE. - - TORRANCE


