
ZAMPERINI HONORED . . . Capt. Louis Zamperini, recently 
, returned from Japanese captivity after surviving an airplane crash 

 nd 47 days on an open raft, was among the veterans honored 
by the City of Torrance and its people last Thursday night. He 
is shown, center, being introduced by Capt. R. L Lewellen, wel 
come committee member, from the stage of the Civic audi 
torium, as Harry B. Lewis, master of ceremonies, looks on. Photo 
by Bob Wilton.

TORRANCE IN TRIBUTE TO 
RETURNED VETERANS AS 
1500 THRONG AUDITORIUM

Torrance paid tribute to her sons and daughters who
served their flag on the battlefields of the world In World
War II In a celebration last Thursday night, tuned to coincide
with the return of Capt. Louis Zamperini to the home town

"which he made known throughout the world.
- ' "This Is the first of a- series 

of 'welcome home' celebrations 
to demonstrate the heartfelt 
gratitude of an appreciative com 
munity for a magnificent job 
well done," Harry B. Lewis, 
selected by the committee In 
charge as master of ceremonies 
for the affair, said as he opened 
the ceremony and introduced

Capt. Zamperini 
Enters Hospital 
For New Checkup

After attending the wedding 
ceremony of his close friend and 
college classmate, T/4 Gordon 
Maurice DeMond, in Monteclto, 
Captain Louis Zamperini repor 
ted at Birmingham General hos 
pital yesterday for checkup 
prior to leaving for Miami 
Beach, Fla.

DeMond, who gave Captain 
Zamperini the' Mng 'which'' en

submerged airplane (n which hi 
crashed In the South Pacific in 
May, 1943, exchanged vows with

In All Saints church, Moriteclto 
'on Tuesday. Both the bride and 
groom are of Hollywood.

Miss Virginia Zamoerlnl and 
her sister, Mrs. Harvey B. Flam 
mor, attended the bride, and Cap 
tain Zamperini with his brother, 
Chief Specialist, Pete S. Zam- 
porlni, USN, were amonsr the 
ushers. A dinner partv and dam 
inir for 150 guests followed In 
Monteclto Country club.

WHEEL AND TIRE STOLEN
A wheel and tire were stolen 

from Police Officer Enflcld's car 
while parked in front of the 
police station between the hours 
of 11:00 n. m. and 6:00 a. m 
Oct. 17. Enfleld was reported 
to be oatrollInK the city, locking 
forgetful merchants' doors when 
the theft occurred.

Flowers To Be 
Scattered On 
Ocean Sunday

As a special tribute to the 
men In all the armed forces who 
lost their lives at sea, a navy 
plane Sunday will take off from 
the Terminal Island naval air 
station and scatter flowers over 
the Pacific, Mayor W. H. Tolson 
said he had been Informed by 
the Navy League of the United 
States.

Russell Smirl, Harbor Navy 
League committee chairman, said 
the traditional ceremony of scat 
tering flowers will bo held In 
accordance with the ' Navy's de 
sire that Navy Day Sunday 
shall be a special day of tribute 
to those who were lost at sea 
In defense of the United States.

Citizens who wish to partici 
pate should send flowers to the 
navy family chapel, 451 W. 
Ocean blvd., Long Beach, Smlrl 
said.

"It Is requested that only one 
/lower be forwarded by each 
individual since space Is limited," 
Smlrl added,

All flowers must be delivered 
at the navy family chapel before 
midnight Saturday and not be 
fore Friday. They then will be 
taken ' to the naval operating 
base, Terminal Island, to be 
placed aboard the plane.

Prior to the flower-scatterin 
ceremony, navy chaplains will

Mayor W. H. Tolson, who sup 
ported Lewis' statement.

It Is estimated that more than 
1500 persons milled In and out 
of the Civic Auditorium during 
the evening, greeting the re 
turned veterans whose numbers 
ran into the hundreds and danc 
ing to a number or two of Han- 
sen's nine-piece band which 
played for the evening.

An effort was made to Intro 
duce every veteran present, but 
many a timid one evaded the 
honor which the community was 
attempting to show him. 

- Holders of the Order of the 
Purple Heart were given special 
attention, but the center of In 
terest was taken by Major Pat 
Boyle, home from Europe for 
45 days, and Captain Zamperini.

Major Boyle displayed to an 
Intensely interested audience his 
prize souvenir, Hitler's sword, 
which every member of the Nazi 
party was required to kiss upon 
assuming the obligations of the 
infamous organization.

Major Boyle said that he had 
been offered $1.000 for the 
sword, which he found In Mun 
ich, but that he was not Inter 
ested In Its sale. He wi)I add It 
to his collection of scores of 
souvenirs, the major said. A 
veteran of World War I, he en 
listed In the Army at the out 
break of World War II and 
quickly rose through commis 
sioned ranks to bis majority. He 
had charge of a system of rail 
roads In Europe In recent 
months.

Captain Zamperini was greeted
with an outburst of applause as
he walked Into .the auditorium

(Continued on Page 4-A)
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CHAMBER DIRECTORS ACT 
TO END CLERKS' DISPUTE 
AND REOPEN STORES HERE

Torrance Chamber of Commerce directors have acted to 
end the deadlock which has kept three Torrance retail stores 
closed for the past three weeks, or for a total period of 37 
days Including all work-stoppages.

The chamber directors Tuesday adopted a resolution de- 
  ploring the condition which has 

kept the stores closed thus 
handicapping consumers of the 
city, and ordered telegrams sent 
to various agencies involved Ir 
the' dispute between the Retail 
Clerks' union and chain store 
operators, urging these agenc 
ies to take steps to end the 
clerks-merchants strike.

One of the telegrams was sen! 
to Lyman S. Slsley, Commis 
sioner of Conciliation, U.S. De 
partment of Labor. Others were 
sent to the union and to the 
representatives of the mer 
chants. 

The J. J. Penney Co., J. J.

So. Torrance 
Sewer Survey 
Is Authorized

Harold A. Barnett was re 
tained by the City Council 
Tuesday night to moke a sur 
vey of the sewer needs of 
South Torrance area.

Barnett, who mode the sur 
vey for the city In the Pueblo 
district, will recommend boun 
dary lines and secure assessed
valuation figures for the pro 
posed sewer district which will 
be formed 1» cooperation with 
County Sanitation District No. 
B.

At the meeting, George P. 
Thatcher, Watterte, said that 
he felt that the council should 
give attention to the sewer 
needs of the Walterla area, 
and he was told by Mayor 
W. H. Tolson that as soon 
as the South Torrance pro 
ject was 'under way, the Wal 
terla problem would be given 
consideration. >

Chamber Will 
Share Quarters 
Of Red Cross

Torrance Chamber of Com 
merce will return to Its former 
quarters at 1345 El Prado,- un 
der an agreement with the Tor- 
 ance branch of the American 
led Crosr approved Tuesday 

night by the City Council:
A letter from Mrs. Lola Hop 

ver, branch chairman, declaring 
willingness to share the building 
with the Chamber, which must 
move from its present location, 
was read.

Mrs. Hoover said that while 
the work of the Red Cross was 
icnslderably more   heavy, with 
he Increased home service 

needs,, than it was prior to the 
end of the war, the Red Cross 
(ranch Is willing to meet with 
he Chamber of Commerce and 

work out arrangements for shar- 
R the building.
The Chamber of Commerce oc- 

upled the building from the 
Ime It was built until It was 
urrendered to the Civilian De- 
ense corps here. When that act- 
vity was abandoned, the Chum-

berry and Sontag Drug stores 
have been closed due to the re 
fusal of the clerks' union to 
negotiate a contract and return 
its members to work.

The Chamber resolution urged 
that all interested parties con 
cerned "use their good efforts 
to conciliate any differences that 
may exist so that our citizens, 
may again have available to 
them the 'trade conveniences so 
necessary to their welfare dur 
ing this period of readjustment"

Irvln Stallmaster, rfepresenta- 
tive of the merchants, said that 
"there are no negotiations."' He 
declared: 'The union declines t< 
meet with the employers and si 
down and negotiate a contract.

given to the Red Cross un- 
II the end of the war.
After the favorable action by 

he City Council, Reed Parkin, 
'resident of the Chamber, ex- 

aresed the gratitude of the or 
ganization to the city fathers.

JOINS VETERANS GROUPS . . . Commander James Brodie, of 
Bert S. Grassland post, the American Legion, left, and Com 
mander C. Earl Conner, of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 
3251, hand Captain Louis Zamperini applications for member 
ship in the two posts. He accepted both. Photo by Bob Wilton.

COUNCIL APPROVES CITY'S 
PARTICIPATION IN SUIT TO 
ADJUDICATE WATER RIGHTS

The City of Towance will become a plaintiff with the 
California Water Service Co. and other interests.In a lawsuit 
to determine the rights to ground-water In the West Basin 
area, which Includes all coastal territory from Inglewood to 
the flood control channel at Long Beach.

  ,             -    * Members of the City Counci 
authorized Kenneth K. Wright 
attorney for the group of plain 
tiffs, to include the city as a 
plaintiff, with Municipal. Water 
District No. 1 paying the cost.

Victory Chest 
Drive Off To

CONVERTED PLANTS
At least 11 Los Angeles plants 

'hich were engaged In war work 
ave converted or reconverted to 

jeacetlme production.

PROCLAMATION
BY

WILLIAM H. TOLSON, Mayor 
City of Torrance ^

WHEREAS: The 27th clay of October, 1945, has been set 
aside as Navy Day, in honor of the great United States 
Navy and in observance of the 86th anniversary of 
the birthday of the 25th president of the United States,
Theodore Roosevelt, known 
United States Navy," and,

as the "Father of the

WHEREAS: .The United States Navy has played a major role 
in the glorious victory of the Allied Forces, over Japan, 
(' ermany and Italy, anil saved our coastal cities from 
the horrors incident to bombing and invasion during 
the early trying months of the war, and,

WHEREAS: This first Navy Day after Victory over Japan 
andVictory jn Europe is of extraordinary significance 
and should be proudly celebrated, now, therefore, I, 
William H. Tolson, Mayor of the City of Torrance, 
California,'do hereby,

PROCLAIM! That the 27th Day of October, 1945, be observed 
in the City of Torrance as Navy Day and in keeping 
with the desire of the Navy League of the United 
Stages call upon all organizations in this city, Service 
clubs, Women's clubs, Veterans' organizations, Fra 
ternal and Patriotic lodges together with our Schools 
to devote the programs of their meetings closest to 
Navy Day to calling attention to their members and
.Indents 

Navy.

October 18, 1945
ATTEST:

A. H. Bartlett 
City Clerk 
(SliAJU)

to the glorious traditions of our country's

WILLIAM H. TOLSON 
MAYOR, CITY OF TORRANCE

conduct an all-faith service, pay 
Ing tribute to those whose last 
resting place is beneath the 
w»t»r» af th«

They Insist we sign an agree 
ment some other people signed." 
Referring to the contract signed
by Independent stores, Stallmas-

(Continu.d on Page 4-A) -

Los Angeles
RefusesJ.C.
Site On Hill

The Lo* Angeles dty coun
cil 'has turned down a peti
tion asking annexation of a
beautiful SO acres of land In
the Uancho Falos Verdes,
Which Dr. H. L. Snow of San
Pedro, who filed the petition.
proposed' to offer as site for
a harbor district Junior col
lege. .

TJhe council acted on a rul
ing of the city attorney, who
contended that since the prop
erty Includes government -own
ed land, It could not be an
nexed.

Thus It appeared that the
unsightly Blxby Slough area
east of Vermont ave., between
Lomlta blvd. and 101 high-
much, under water and with a
sewage plant nearby will be
come the site of the proposed
harbor district trade school
and junior college.

Slow Start
Torrance and Lomita-Harbor

City Victory Chest volunteers
were present at the Biltmore 
Bowl on Wednesday, when the 
second report luncheon of the
Los Angeles Area Victory Chest 
was honored by the presence
of Admiral William Halsey, hero
of the South Pacific. Reports 
were given on contributions from
all sources In the 35 associated
towns' and cities united/ m "th'e
Area Chest.

Torrance-campaigners, with a
quota of $41,000 have raised
only $675.00 to date or 1.40 per
cent of the goal. Lomita-Harbor
City volunteers have a total of
$175.00 or 6.48 per cent of their
$2,700 quota. Campaign Chair
man George L. Johnson for Tor
rance and J. P. Hameetman for
[/>mita-Harbor City said that
this Is just a portion of the
First special gift report.

Admiral Halsey was introduced
by Preston Hotchkis, general
campaign manager.

The first report luncheon was
leld Monday at the Bowl when
Dr. A. M. Meerloo, colonel in
the Netherlands army, physician.
Jsychlatrist and commissioner of
jublic health -in his native
country, was guest speaker.

Capacity Crowd Anticipated For
Big "Torrance Plans Ahead" Dinner

Finishing touches were being
placed on the plans for the big
"Torrance Plans Ahead" dinner
meeting which will be held in
Civic Auditorium next Thursday
evening at 6:30 o'clock, accord-
Ing to Hlllman R. Lee, chairman.

A capacity crowd* Is antici
pated, judging by the sale of
tickets by members of the com
mittee In charge of that func
tion.

Twelve speakers, engaged In
different activities, and repre
senting Industry, government,
veterans, labor unions, business
and other groups, have agreed
to address the affair.

Except for two or three prin
cipal speakers, those addressing
the gathering will limit their re
marks to three minutes, accord-
Ing to Reed H. Parkin, Chamber
iresldcnt. "The meeting has
>ecn planned to be highly infor

mative and thoroughly rcprcscn-
atlve of all civic groups, but at
he same time we want to keep

the program moving right along
so that It can break up at ap
proximately 9:30. p.m.

Immediately following the din
ner, fifteen minutes of musical
entertainment will be given by
the Alnsworth Trio, popular
songsters. During the servlnv of
he .dinner, Mrs. Betty Dalton

Thomas, accordionist, will plav
a Kroup of numbers. The enter
tainment portion of the program 
was arranged by Don Moshos
and the Rev. Paul Moore Wheel
er,

The dinner will be served by
Veterans of Foreign Wars aux
iliary, and the ticket cost In

Tickets may be purchased at
the Chamber of Commerce of
fice up to Tuesday noon, Oct.,
23.

The speakers who will appear
on the program which it is
hoped will bring to light means
of accomplishing the needs of
Torrance as a growing com
munity, are:

P. S. Magruder, manager of
manufacturing, General Petrol
eum Corp. of California, Los
Angeles. '

Raymond V. Darby, supervisor,
Fourth District.

Mayor W. H. Tolson, City of
Torrance.

Major Pa£ Boyle, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Post No. 3251.

James B r o d i e, commander,
American Legion Post No. 170.

Thomas J. Adams, president,
Rotary Club No. 1847. '

Ed Brown, vice-president elect,
Klwanis Club-

Kenneth Belght, president, L.
A. Industrial Council, C. I. O.,
Torrance.

H. B. Lewis, president, Lions
Club.

Alex McJannett, president (or
deputy) United Steel Workers
of America, Local 1414, C. I. O.

Mrs. Pat Boyle, Veterans of
Foreign Wars Auxiliary No. 3251.

Mrs. Emma Evans, president,
American Legion Auxiliary Post
No. 170.

Mrs. Julia L. McManus, Na 
tional Business and Professional
Women of Torrance.

Mrs. Clara Conner Is In charge
of the dinner preparation, assist
ed by Mrs. Irene Wllkes, dining
room, and Mrs. Annie Perovtch,
IrltnhanMwnUng to

for the city. The suit
filed in Superior court within
a few days.

In the lawsuit, the court wil 
be asked todetermlne the rights 
of p>esentpf(Tducers to ground 
water, to limit the use of the 
ground water to a safe yield 
and to require the use of im 
ported water, such as the Metro 
polltan Water District, to supply 
any deficit between the demand 
and the safe yield. All parties 
to the suit would be required

ference in the cost of the MWD 
supply over that of the wells 
now-in use.

Water levels have receded to 
more than 10 feet below sea level 
over most of the area in the 
West Basin. They are 45 feet 
below sea level east of the 
City of Hawthorne and within 
a mile of the Inglewood-New 
port fault line, and approxi 
mately 67 feet below sea level 
vest of Dominguez Gap. This 
it is pointed out, has produced

downward hydraulic gradient 
from the ocean inland, of five 
feet or more per mile. This 
gradient favors a landward 
movement of ocean water.

Contamination of ground 
water supplies of the coastal 
areas from Redondo Beach and 
Torrance north to El Segundo 
by saline intrusion has been in 
process for some years, it is 
said, and now extends Inland 
for .varying distances up to 
mile or more.

The present annual withdrawal 
(Continued on Pago 4-A)

By Police In Stop 
Sign Destruction

Chief Police Stroh reported 
two new stop signs that the 
city had erected for the safety 
of the school students recently 
at 220th and Abalone ave., not 
only have been torn down but 
stolen as well.

Stroh believes that this ' van 
dalism is the work of a minor 
jroup of boys, set upon des 
truction. He said that these 
signs were far from easy to 
jet .although his primary in 
terest was In avoiding accidents 
.o the school children.

Culprits found guilty in this 
destruction will not face a tol 
erant chief In the person of 
Fohn Stroh, it has been promised.

Work To Start 
On Goodyear 
Plant Expansion

Goodyear synthetic rubber 
ilant of the Rubber Reserve 

Corporation, 1920 'S. Vermont 
ive., is to be expanded for Re- 
lonstruction Finance Corpora- 
ion at a total estimated cost of 
300,000, It has been announced. 
Fred J. Early Company, Inc., 

las been awarded a contract 
.nd Is setting to work at once. 

Benjamin E. Nelson Is Early's 
uperintendent and W. F. Nlch- 

olson Is the company's project 
manager.

BUS DEPARTMENT STILL IN 
'RED' TO CITY, ANNUAL 
FINANCIAL REPORT REVEALS

Torrance Municipal bus lines operating deficit Is $2,156.19, 
despite the "profitable" months of this calendar year, ac- 
cording to the bus department balance sheet prepared as a 
part of the annual city audit by Logon It. Cotton, accountant, . 
and auditor under contract to the city.

* In addition to tho operating 
deficit; the bus department owes- 
the general" government /and 
$52,867.19, a loan for the pur-, 
chase of the four new buses 
delivered late last year and 
early this year.

The balance sheet shows that 
the total deficit on July 1, 1945, 
was $6,323.42, but the profit at 
$3,758.70 made during the fiscal 
year of 1944-45 reduced this fig 
ure to $2,156.19.

According- to Cotton's report, 
the total fixed assets of the bus 
department amount to $56,913,60. 

Charles F. Koors, Los An.

35 Percent 
Prof it In 
Water Dept.

Torrance Municipal Water 
district No. 1 had an operating 
surplus of $134,296.10 on June 
30, 1945, according to the an 
nual audit and report of Lo- 
gan B. Cotton.

serves for depreciation, are 
$392,658.09 against total lia 
bilities of $258,361.90. This 
figure Includes bonds out 
standing of $238,000.00.

The department made a net 
operating profit of $23,516 
during the fiscal year of 1944- 
45, on a total operating rev 
enue of $70,631.58, or nearly 
35 percent. Operating expense 
was $47,114.92.

After deducting expense for 
Interest on the funded debt 
and amortization on bonds, 
amounting to $15,440:48, and 
computing -"other revenue" 
amounting to $4,666.38, the re 
port shows that the depart 
ment had a net profit of 
$12,742.56, approximately 18 
percent.

The sound financial condi 
tion of the department reflects 
sound operating methods on 
the part of Manager W. E. 
Stanger, members of the coun 
cil said when the report was 
filed.

George Barham 
Released From 
Japanese Prison

George A. Barham, adopted 
son of James G. Caldwell, execu 
tive officer of the local Veterans 
Service Committee, 22120 Moneta 
ave., was recently released from 
a Jap prison camp in Japan, 
where he has been a prisoner 
since April of 1942, according to
reports. 

A card signed by Barham
while still a prisoner was re 
ceived by Caldwell only a short 
time before he received official 
notification from the War Dept. 
of his safety. Barham later notl- 
'led Caldwell that he was in 
Manila enroute home.

gcles transit line operator, has 
purchased the lines for $66,000 
plus a stock inventory which ac 
cording to the report amounts 
to $1,826.30. A lawsuit brought 
by W. J. B. Hughes, local tax 
payer, to stop sale or to compel 
the city to proceed in accordance 
with Act 5203, is pending - in 
Superior court. Hearings 'on an 
order to show cause are set fair 
next Monday in Department 34, 
Los. Angeles. '

Act 5203, if applicable in this 
case and City Attorney J. K. 
 McCall maintains it is not, would 
require the city to put the Issue 
of the sale before a vote of the 
people, and then sell to the high 
est bidder. City 'councilmen main 
tain no one would top Koors 
price of $66,826, some $10,000 
more than the assets of the 
lines. •:.

The profit for the year of 
$3,758.70 is but three and oive- 
half percent of the total operat 
ing revenue of $107,758.91.

The total operating expense 
before depreciation was $95,263.- 
44, and depreciation was fixed 
af $12,505.47.

Fares amounted to $44,505.63 
for the fiscal year. Agents sales 
were $22,800.95, and the sales 
through the Los Angeles ter-

ilnal amounted to $38,188.80.
The department spent $12,-' 

713.14 for gas, oil and grease 
during the year; $21,366 for 
maintenance; $34,353.47 in wages 

drivers; $6,965.50 in commis 
sions to agents; $2,575.82 for 
tires and tubes. Insurance last 
year amounted to $2,998.10, . but 
this year, according to action 
of the City Council Oct. 9, agree 
ing to pay an increased prem 
ium of $2,367.55, will amount to 
about $5,365.65. This is due to

start of the fiscal year 1944-46.

sheet, the ten buses of the de 
partment, four new and six old, 
are worth as "fixed assets" only 
$49,722.55, after reserves for de 
preciation. This figure Is $21,- 
957.93.

City Government Operating Cost For 
Last Year $450,631; Debt Low

It cost $450,631.10 to run the 
Mty of Torrance in the fiscal
 ear 1944-45, according to the 

annual report and audit of Lo- 
gan R. Cotton, and the city had 
an excess revenue over the ex 
penditures of $16,200.07. The fig 
ures are exclusive of those of
he Water and Bus departments. 

General government cost the 
taxpayers $80,093.46; protection 
of life and property $124,488.35; 
streets, $178,760.37; recreation, 
parks and library, $57,168.61;
lealth and sanitation, $10,120.31.

Current taxes for the year
produced $310,485.69 of the total
 evenue of $466,831.17. Delinquent 
axes collected amounted to

Prairie School 
Crossing Guard 
Gets City Okay

Employment of a school 
crossing guard to serve the 
students of the Independent 
Prairie school, at 182nd St., and 
Hawthorne hlvtl.,.was approv 
ed by the City Council Tues 
day night If Investigation of 
Chief of Police John Stroll 
shows that It Is.needed.

C. C. Carpenter, of the of 
fice of the County Superinten 
dent of Schools, requested the 
action of the city due to the 
heavy traffic at the crossing.

Prairie school Is at 180<h 
it., and Prairie ave., and while 
within the city limits of Tor 
rance, It Is Independent of the 
Los Angeles city school dis 
trict.

$25,694.42. County aid to cities 
was $46,000.00; fines and for 
feitures, $21,467.50; sales of tax- 
deeded land, $10,872.64; motor 
vehicle license fees, $8,821.44; 
franchise earnings, $8,771.79; bus 
iness licenses, $8,359.50; gas tax, 
$6,978.68; permits, $5,544.22, with 
miscellaneous revenue   making 
up the balance.
. The balance sheet shows the 
general government to have total 
assets of $1,307,917.23, and a 
surplus balance of $1,277,251.63, 
as of June 30.

The total bonded debt of the 
city was reduced to $30,000.00 
during the year, with $18,000 
outstanding on the 1935 build* 
Ing bonds, and $12,000 on the 
1935 pyblic hall bonds.

ItEAU CAR
Mystery Is In the ail1 and in 

the "Rear Car." Edward E. 
Rose's comedy mystery, "Rear 
Car," will be given this year as 
the Senior play. The Senior A's 
are all slinking around tha 
school getting into character. 
Miss Harrlettn Golden, the pUy 
director, Is pretty silent on all 
details but promises plenty of 
corpcs on Nov. 29 and 30.

Ask the 
Professor

(By H. F.

Dear Professor: Who is the 
father of mass production? 

Answer: Papa Dionne.


