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STRIP OFF PARTS
The miracle of Army mainten 

ance would not be complete 
without the work of ordnance 
salvage crews who atrip valu 
able parts from damaged equip 
ment that Is not repairable and 
store them for future use.
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Columbia Plant 
In Pittsburg 
Gets 4th Star

In recognition of continued 
production achievement of ma 
terial for merchant ship con 
struction, the Pittsburg Works 
of Columbia Steel Company, a 
U. S. Steel subsidiary, has been 
awarded a fourth gold star, 
Joseph A. White, Superintendent 
of the Works, announced today.

Notification of the award was 
contained in a letter to White 
from H. L. Vickery, Commis 
sioner, U. S. Maritime Commis 
sion, who stated: "You will 
please accept my sincere appre 
ciation of your company's con 
tinuing contribution to merchant 
ship construction, and extend to 
all of your employees my warm 
est congratulations for the at 
tainment of high goals in sup 
port of the valiant men of our 
Army, Navy and Merchant Ma 
rine."

As well as the Maritime "M" 
Pennant with four stars, the 
Pittsburg Works has also been 
awarded the Army-Navy "E" 
with three gold stars and the 
Treasury Minute Man Flag.

Asphalt Plant 
To Be Located 
Near Torrance

The Board of Supervisors has 
granted a permit to the Los 
Angeles Paving Company to es 
tablish, operate and maintain 
an asphalt mixing plant at the 
northeast corner of Dominguez 
st. and Wilmington ave. in the 
Dominguez district. Supervisor 
Raymond V. Darby stated that 
the preponderance of evidence 
presented proved that the pro 
posed use at this location would 
not be detrimental to the health, 
safety and general welfare of 
the community.

ARTISTS DRAW PORTRAITS AT ARMY HOSPITAL . . . Torrance's Army hospital's special serv 

ice office has arranged a project whereby groups of the most talented artists in Southern Cali 

fornia pay weekly visits to the hospital for the purpose of sketching Ijfesize charcoal and pencil 

portraits of hospital patients. Above in action with a group of the patients are shown two of the
P' 
artists.

Glowing Picture of Torrance After 
The War Is Painted at Chamber Meet

The regular quarterly meeting 
of the Torrance Ch&mber of 
Commerce was held In the 
Woman's Club, Torrance, recent 
ly, following a meeting of the 
directors in the, Chamber head 
quarters.

Reed H. Parkin, secretary- 
treasurer of the Doak Aircraft 
Company and President of the 
Chamber, painted a very glow 
ing picture for the Torrance 
trade area, providing everyone 
"gets in and pitches."

In addressing the directors, 
Parkin said: "Underneath every 
project of the Chamber of Com 
merce lies a layer of hard work, 
unseen and unsung. This plod 
ding, unromantic spade-work 
constitutes the red flannels of 
Chamber of Commerce opera 
tion. Intimate but unglamorous, 
it seldom meets the eye or stirs
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the soul. Yet It is essential to 
the comfort and protection of 
the community as a layer of 
flannel against the chill of win 
ter. Civic improvement. Indus 
trial, cultural and recreational 
projects, all those things that 
make for a better city In which 
to live and work do not 'just 
happen.' They exist tn Torrance 
because Torrance men and 
women made them happen. The 
Chamber of Commerce is the 
medium through which the as 
pirations of the determined citi 
zens are fulfilled.

"Torrance enjoys many diver 
sified industries. I would per- 
'sonally like to see all of them 
remain in operation after the 
war, with workable postwar 
programs. This can happen. Our 
permanent industries   those 
present prior to the war, can 
multiply their personnel and 
output."

R. -I. Plomert, Jr., tax execu 
tive of the General Petroleum 
Corporation of California, said 
that the work of the' Chamber 
in encouraging the tax reduc 
tion was outstanding, also the 
routine work of the organiza 
tion had not gone unnoticed. 
New industries seek sites where 
the taxation Is comparatively 
low.

Al Trenkle, Red Cross execu 
tive, stated that he had an am 
ple opportunity to 'obtain a 
cross-section of reaction from 
industries and corrfmerce and 
that they were all enthusiastic 
about the aqcomplishments and 
plans bf the Torrance Chamber 
of Commerce.

Hillman R. Lee, manager of 
J. C. Penney Company declared 
that retail sales of all Torrance 
merchants had gained by leaps 
and bounds since the Chamber 
had reorganized.

Mayor William H. Tolson 
stated that the combination of 
Chamber of Commerce, City 
Council and newspaper, all co 
operating, was an unbeatable 
team. He suggested increased 
and improved transportation 
.nd housing as an immediate 

program. "Particularly" we 
should serve the surrounding 
trade area in the interests of 
war production," Mayor Tolson 
said.

"James L. Lynch, past-presi 
dent of the Chamber outlined 
what had been accomplished 
since the reorganization of the 
organization and stressed the 
need for additional membership 
in the chamber to carry on the 
increased burden.

Executive Secretary Harry B. 
Lewis, in' his report, said: "We 
are now entering upon the sec 
ond quarter of the second year

' As a result of the project, 
large, lifelike charcoal portraits 
are being hung in the hospital 
wards, or sent home to families 
or sweethearts.

Leading the parade Is the 
welKknown artist, Theodore N. 
Lukits, director of the Lukits 
Art School in Los Angeles, and 
active participant in local art 
circles. Lukits is enthusiastic 
about the plan, stating that he 
derived more pleasure from do- 
Ing the portraits of disabled 
servicemen than he did from 
painting the likenesses of some 
of our most famous personages

Accompanying Lukits is his 
wife, Mrs. Eleanor Merriam 
Lukits, and several of the ex 
pert pupils from his school. Mrs. 
Lukits, in addition to being an 
accomplished artist in her own 
right, is the daughter of the 
famous California painter, 
James Merriam, whose desert 
and mission scenes have gained 
him lasting fame.

of the reorganized Torrance 
Chamber of Commerce.

"By this time it is trusted-you 
undoubtedly realize the difficul 
ties confronting the secretary 
of a Chamber of Commerce. He 
is expected to be an expert in 
all lines. He finds he has spent 
most of his year arduously in 
the higher and lower planes of 
action.

"We have found that our 
members are out first to win 
the war, second to work for our 
civil liberties, third to meet the 
peace. Your Chamber of Com 
merce, through its directorate, 
officers and committees, is -us 
ing its best endeavors to carry 
out these three objects.

"Your Chamber has cooperat 
ed with all governmental agen 
cies and local charitable organi 
zations, granting office space 
and facilities when needed with 
out charge.

"Efficient and well-chosen 
committees active in postwar 
planning, bearing in mind the 
needs of this area at present 
and after the war, particularly 
in respoct to immigrant indus 
tries, housing, highway develop 
ment, railroad and motor trans 
portation, intercity relations, 
regional publicity, civic improve 
ments, and the continued devel 
opment of recreational activities.

"Hundreds of inquiries have 
been received from prospective 
residents and those interested in 
visiting this area after the war,

"We have prepared and sub 
mitted eighteen briefs for com 
panies desiring to locate or open 
branches in Torrance. We have 
excellent possibilities of estab 
lishing a Veterans' Bureau Hos 
pital, Huge Naval Airport, Na 
val Academy of the West Coast, 
and many industries in this im 
mediate area, however, we must 
have the financial and moral 
backing of industry, commerce, 
and citizenry."
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FRIDAY MORNING
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