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YOUTHFUL MASTER ... One 
of the youngest men in the 
Merchant Marine holding mas 
ter's papers is Com. Philip Jen- 
sen, above, Torrance boy. A 
graduate of California Nautical 
school, he is the husband of 
Maxine Steele Jensen, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Steele of 
1320 Cota ave. He expects to- 
leave shortly on an assignment 
with the American Hawaiian 
Lines which he has been serving 
for years as chief mate. (Tor- 
ranee Herald photo)

Patterson Found 
Not Guilty; Jury 
Trials 'Dismissed

Two of the three jury trials 
scheduled for City Court this 
week were called off this week 
when the cases scheduled for 
trial were dismissed by City 
Judge Otto B. Wlllctt, at the re- 
qurHt of attorneys involved.

The battery case against Wm. 
Koendorfer, towol supply man, 
Brought by Jack Koch as com 
plaining witness, and the similar 
case.against Koch and his broth 
er, Morris, by Koendorfer, end 
ed in dismissal.

The third trial proceeded, that 
of Wm. Patterson who was 
found..not guilty by the Jury.on 
the charge of driving while in 
toxicated. The Jury finding Pat 
terson innocent consisted of Ray 
mond Rogers, George Morgan, 
Klhel Vincent, Lillian Sherfcy, 
Mrs. John V. Murray, Fred Sand- 
strom, John B. Scotton, Charles 
Law, Ruth E. Basch, Margare- 
tha Clayton, Marguerite Melville 
and Mrs. Clifford Ruppcll.

Sgt. Peterson 
With Famed 361s 
Infantry Unit

SRt. Winfred I. Peterson, 17 
Abnlono ave., Torrance, n coi 
mtmleations chief, Is fighting 
Italy with the 361st Infant 
Regiment, which spearhead 
tho advance of Lt. Oen. Ma 
W. Clark's Fifth Army from V 
loir! to the Arno River wltho 
having once given ground.

Tho 381st Is part of the 91 
"Powder River" Division, .._ 
rently in the Florence-Bologn 
drive.

The? regiment landed In Ita 
last May.31; in two days mo., 
into the line and fought its fir 
battle Just north of Vellet 
while attached to the 36 
"Texas" Division. The 361st w 
OTIC of, the units that took t 
Albano Hills and Lake Alban 
naking possible tho fall i 

Rome.
Bypassing Rome, the regimei 

nntlniiPd to advance north c 
Highway One and participate 
In the capture of Tarqulnli 
which foil June 8, and Montalt 
ten miles further north, whk 
Tell on the following day. Th 
561st then went on to dcfea 
the Germans at Magllano 
capture the key terrain featur 
of Poggio dl Moscano on Jun 
17.

The outfit next won a sign 
'Ictory at Ponte d'lstria, whet 

the unit captured more than '20 
Germans. ' One company of th 
381st had crossed the Ombron 
River and entered the town; t' 
other companies had flunked th 
village. A German force cour 
terattacked In the town and wa 
aken by surprise by the flan 

companies..
The regiment advanced fu 

ther to take Paganico, Rocci 
strada, Radicondall and Casol 
3'E!aa. It was pulled out of th 
Ine for a rest July 4. Rejoin! 
:he 91st Division, the 381st 
lacked again July 14 cast   
-eclna. It then moved, throng 
Orceto, Ponsacco and Pontede 
and was the first in Italy 
reach the Arno River, July 17.

Col. R. 'W. Broedlow of Mcd 
ford, Ore., veteran of 28 yea 
service, commands the 301st. H 
las seen action on the Mexica 
jorder and in the first Worl 
War and served also In the Phi 
pplnes and elsewhere In the Or 

ent.

Servicemen's stationery? 
Torrance 444 or 443.

A TRtASURED OlfT

A Gift only you can give . . . because it's you! Thomas 
Portraits are so real, so genuine! We can still make Christ 
mas 'delivery if you hurry!

Hours: Daily 11 A.M. to 9 P.M. . 
Sunday by Appointment

Freda Thomas 
Portrait Studio

1650 Cabrillo at Carson Torrance

Ensign Fierce 
Home With Long 
Combat Record

With a record which might 
credit him with being a one-man 
air force, Ensign Vernon

Fierce, son of Mr. and Mrs. V. 
R. Fierce of 2363 Eldorado ave., 
is home, having returned Sun 
day for a 30-day leave.

A Hclldivcr pilot, Ensign 
Fierce Is credited personally 
with the following: One enemy 
plane shot down; direct hit on a 
10,000-ton enemy assault ship; 
direct hit on an enemy assault 
ship; near miss on an enemy 
troop transport.

His Carrier Air Group, No. 
Eight, based aboard an Essex- 

s' carrier, has for the past 
seven and one-half months been 
the most active air group in the 
Pacific and now is the Navy's 
jcnior air group. An accpunt of 
ts activities reads like a Cook's 

tour of enemy bases in the Pa 
cific.

The group has participated in, 
irtually all strikes, and Inva 

sions from March through Octo 
ber, 1944, Including the strikes 
on Palau, the landings at Hoi- 
andia,'the strlRes on Truk, the 
andings on Saipan, Tinlan and 
luam, the strikes on the Kozan- 

Bonln Islands, the Palau land 
ings, the strikes on Mindanao, 
he Vlsayas and. Luzon, the 

strikes on Nansei Shoto, the 
strikes on Formosa aruj the 
andings at Leyte. This group 

was in the thick of the attack 
against the Japanese fleet on 
une 20, 1944.
This group was the first of 

Admiral Marc A. Mitschcr's fast 
arrier air groups to reach and 
ittack the Japanese fleet on 
une 20, 1944; on that, attack 
his air group's strike heavily 
amaged and probably sank one 
ircraft carrier and one -de- 
troyer, and damaged one bat 
leship and two heavy cruisers.

War Plants' 
lisposal Group. 
s Announced
Formation of a Government 

lants Committee to. represent 
its area in disposal of 31 gov- 
rnmcnt-owned factories with a 

valuation of $150,000,000 
hlch are located In Los Ange- 
s County was announced Dec.
by the Los Angeles Chamber
Commerce Industrial Commit 

ee, of which George J. O'Brlcn
chairman.

The new committee, headed by 
corge J. Buckley, of Ford J 
waits Co., proposes to contact
 ese,nt operators of the   
ants and other manufacturers 
iroughout the United States 
Ith an offer to provide infor- 
atlon, based on surveys by th 
lamber's industrial department, 
incernlng postwar raw mat 
Is, employment conditions and 
>tential markets. 
Present operators will be con- 

acted first, as it is believed 
any of these will purchase the 

' ints. Information based 
; surveys Is expected to go far 
effecting sales for the prop 

tics. 
Others on the new committee
 c:
Howard Brown, of Henry J. 
aiser Co., Inc.; F. S. Carpenter, 
anager, synthetic rubber dlvls- 
n, U. S. Rubber Co., Torrance; 

D. Bragg, assistant to the 
anager, General Electric Co.; 
>hn R. Holt, of Citizens' Na- 
anal Trust and Savings Bank, 

nd O. K. Buck, of the Bureau 
Power and Light. James F. 

one, manager of the Chamber's 
dustrlal Department, is secre- 
ry of the committee. 
Chamber representatives point- 

out that wherever a govern- 
;nt plant sale Involves $6,000,- 

0 or moru tiu> transaction must 
leared by a special act of

YEAR • • • 9'w e 6/fr'
Make this Christmas mean more than any 
that has gone before! Give jewelry ... the 
gift that will keep on giving pleasure for 
years to come... a lasting reminder of your 
love and thqughtfulness! Come in now and 
make your selections ... we have appro 
priate gifts for everyone ... in every price 
range!

taker Smith

Servicemen's stationery? Call 
trance 444 or 443.
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Weekly Credit *11« Weekly Credit $375° : $1495°

Lady'B Compact in the Lady's 3-piece sterling .il 
popular flat style. Gold ver Dr""r. s°*'. beautiful 
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£» J328-°° ' TORRANCE'S FINE JEWELRY STORE

1321 Sartori Phone 87


