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INTERNATIONAL DERRICK 
HAS POST-WAR PROGRAM 
TO KEEP EMPLOYEES BUSY

W'h le its plant now is engaged in 100 percent war produc- 
, tion, th   International Derrick and Equipment Company of Cali- 
', fornia s thinking in postwar terms and of the intensive woild- 
' wide oi development and drilling campaign when wll be necessary 
' to robu Id reserves which have been dissipiated during World War . II, Johi MeEwen, vice president 1*                 

of the firm, has announced. a remarkable performance and 
This puts Torrance and thej tnoir u?0 dpv(,loppd rapjdly un-

employes of International Der- t i| wells were drilled to below
rick in the very center of an j 60oo feet.
expansive p.ogram whieh-while i cantilever Mast
now seeing .its war equipment 
spread over the high seas to 
far-flung battlefields will find 
its peacetime production re­ 
stored and by the Fame ships 
which they are helping to build, 
carried to oil fields of distant 
lands.

"This is a picture which we 
aie happy to hold forth," Mc- 
Ewen said, "the picture of after- 
victory production to which we 
all are looking forward, while 
we pray and work to bring that 
day nearer."

Old Torranec Finn
When the International Der­ 

rick and Equipment Company of 
California established its plant 
in Tonance in 1926, there was 
no thought of a second World 
War: After 1940, however, and 
during 19-11 the defense program 
and the war itself meant the 
conversion to 100 percent war 
pioduction.

IDECO production has been 
for the Navy, for the Army, the 
Maritime Commission, Defense 
Plant construction and the 100 
octane gasoline program.

"This local industry is fortu­ 
nate in that the several types 
of well diilling and servicing 
masts which it has developed to

While IDECO "Kwik-Lift" 
masts are used for drilling shal­ 
low wells and for servicing the 
deepest wells, the company con­ 
tributed further to the war ef­ 
fort in 1941 by the introduction 
of its cantilever drilling masts 
which are used with heavier 
equipment for diilling wells 
with portable gas powered rigs 
to depths as great as 9,500 feet. 
These semi-portable drilling 

| masts expedite the movement of 
j drilling rigs between successive 
j wells with subsequent savings in 
critical war steel and manpower. 
In peace they will make an even 
greater contribution toward bet­ 
ter living.

Employes of IDECO now num­ 
ber in excess of 200 and most 
of them have their homes in 
the Torrance aica.

Those privileged due to strict 
j government regulations to tour 

:he big Torrance plant of the 
company will see giant steel 

j hatch covers being made for 
Victory ships; plates for various 
escort craft; all sizes and types 
of steel equipment into which 
go part of the production of 
Tonance's own Columbia Stoel 
mills.

for the 100 octane gasoline pro­ 
gram, will contribute to postwar

and four feet ide. Also the I 
for painting

products to new peacetime prod­ 
ucts of advanced design. It is 
anticipated that these new prod­ 
ucts will cieate full peacetime 
employment through the devel­ 
opment of these new products
vhich 

overall
Torrance and our nation. 

•' >'exv Dcvelopin

contribute to tin 
cononllc development of

As. Californi; producers
improved their drilling technique 
and-'proccdurc*, it became their 
polfcy in 1940 to move their 

completed

land for

half inch thick.
BiR .lull Ahead

One thing most noticeable is 
the busy employes, men and 
women, obviously happy at their 
work. And perhaps one reason 
for this high morale is the fact 
that they can think of the fu- 
tuie knowing that IDECO has a 
big job to do after the war and 
that they will be part of this 
postwar production.

Another reason for their hap­ 
piness might be the considera­ 
tion the company has for its 
woikcrs the canteen and the 
cafeteria which serves piping hot 
lunches, as well as providing hot
coffee and the like at ack"
hours morning and afternoon fordi

a portable well-servicing mast | men and women alike, 
whiph. could be set up over these i A. L. Jackson is the plant 
neifcjj'jvells promptly when serv- [ manager, and he pointed out 
ice^ljbrk was required on them. I many old timers who have been 
IDECO answeied" the challenge ! with IDECO since it first opened
with n- 110-foot "Kwik-Lift" 
mast., This is a telescoping 
strain e, illustrated on this 
pasijJ! which telescopes to ap- 
projjtnately one-half of its
length nd is then lowered to

its doors.
Continuing his statement, Vice 

Piesident McEwen said:
"When peace comes, it will be 

necessary for not only the Cali­ 
fornia oil industry but for the 
world petroleum indu
build the vhich hav

the.^horizontal position so" that, 
whiij mounted on a trailer with 
a Wfill-.--eivicing hoist, it con-: been dissipated during the war. 
lornte with California state I This means that an intensive 
highway legulations. Yet it can i drilling campaign will be neces- 
be set up at a well and start '• sary and through its contribu- 
pulltrig operations within an ' tion for the economical produc- 
hour. It was designed by Me- j tion of petroleum for the war, 
Kwen and John P. Selberg, chief \ the International Den ick and
nyiiiter, was active in its de- 
elopment. 
These "Kwik-Lift" telescoping

maste proved so successful that 
during 1941 attachments were 
added so that they could be 
used for drilling shallow wells. 
When the demand for 100 octane 
gasoline became appaient early 
in 1841 and the government re­ 
quested

Equipment Company of Calitn
nia and its nploye
position to enjoy an expandii

evelopment as soon as peace 
j comes.
! "The City of Torrance is in­ 
deed fortunate to be in the en­ 
ter of an expanding indus -ial 
area with not only well-es ab- 
lished companies which ire 

companies to pro- j glowing but with new indus ies 
mice more heavy oil, these j which have been brought in nil 
"Kwik-Lift" masts were put to ! expanded during the war and 
work by the oil companies drill- ! which will develop this city to 
ing shallow wells in the San j an even greater extent during 
.loaquin Valley. They turned in I the peace."

THE IDECO "KWIK-LIFr," which Torrance workers are building 
to did the government'! high octane gasoline progiam for war 
fuel, is hauled to its site on such trucking equipment as is shown 
above. The tiuck is backed up to the site and, with the equip­ 
ment's own poiiet, the mast is raised in a remarkably short time.

7 Drunk Driving 
Cases Before 
City Court Here

Seven drunk diiving cases 
were before City Judge Otto B. 
Willett during the past week, 
with the decisions as follows:

Cruz (iiierra fined $75; P. 
Sanchez fined $75 or 25 clays 
in county jail, committed; O. 
Uarksdale, fined $100 or 25 days 
in county jail, committed: T. A. 
Craig, fined $75; S. K. Caiter, 
fined $75; Dewey Fix, charge 
reduced to drunk in auto, fined 
$75; James McVay, case set for 
Hay 2-1, $150 bail.

C. E. Dilley was'fined $25 for 
drunk and disturbing the peace.

foursquare Church 
Presenting Play

1 The Torrance Foursquare 
I chinch is presenting the Wat- 
I son Players in a four act sacred 
I spoken drama, "The Crimson
Cross," by Manford Evans, on
Thursday night, May 25, at 7:45 

! p.m. The production, which has 
j ten characters, depicts the per- 
j secution of the Jews in Ger- 
I many under Hitler. 
I Two acts take place in New 
I York City, and two in Berlin,
Germany. Mr. Watson, the di- 

j rector, doubles for two German 
'Jewish brothers. This is a 
j spoken drama (not a picture).'
There? will also be special music
and singing.

The United States, with less 
an 6 percent of the world's 

j population, has almost one-third 
of the world's lailroad mileage.

j 
I tha

HERE IS THE Torrance-built and designed IDECO "Kwik-Lift" 

90-foot telescoping mast which can be hauled to a well and 

start pulling operations within an hour. Shown in the background 

are old-type steel derricks, such as IDECO employes fabricated 

here.

GUS GOSSIAUX, oldtimer who came to Torrance as a glass 

worker, went to IDECO in 1926. He is shown with Essie Me-" 

Adams at his left, punching structural members to be used in 
the "Kwik-Lift" mast. Essie McAdams started with the company 

in 1943. Prior to starting on the "Kwik-Lift" development 

Gossiaux punched many a hole in steel derricks built by the 
company in the Torrance district.

ON THE LEFT, above. Frank Wellman, IDECO employe since 

1942, and his helper, William Fosdick, right, employed in 1943, 

are operating the big, recently-installed saw which is cutting 

structural angles to length from stock material. "Pop" Stamps, 

foreman, in the center, watches the operation. He has been 

with IDECO since 1925. With this piece of equipment, accurate 

square cuts can be made without the necessity of the former 

method of securing cuts by shearing and milling. Many portable 

steel derricks have been fabricated under Stamps' direction.

Townsend Club No. 2
By MKS. M. 10. ATTKIIKKV

^ __

HERE ARE FOUR IDECO employes at work on "Kwik-Lift" 
masts. Left is Ted Simonson, fabricating superintendent, discuss­ 
ing with Milton Bone the location of a part to be attached to 
the mast frame. Center are Claude Stevens and Andy Norman 
(right) assembling parts to the crown block of a mast. Norman 
is one of the old IDECO employes, having been with the com­ 
pany since 1929. Stevens has been with IDECO since 1933, and 
Bone since 1936. Simonson started with IDECO as a riveter in 
1929.

HERE IS JOE FOWLER, president of the Union at IDECO, 
flame-cutting a part used in the "Kwik-Lift" mast. Joe has been 
with the company since 1941.

MARION VAN GOSSLTI
chining operations on sheave wheel used in the crown block of 
the "Kwik-Lift" mast. He was first employed by IDECO in 1933.

« PLUMBING REPAIRS »
Take core of your Plumbing ... to 
be sure it lasts for the duration. Even 
minor repairs should be promptly 
made. Call us for Expeit Advice and 
Dependable Work.

TORRANCE PLUMBING CO.
F. L. PARKS 

1418 Marcelina Phone 60-J

A politick supper will be 
served at 0:30 p.m. Thursday, 
May 25. Everyone is cordially 
Invited, firing a dish and eat 
with the group. Mothers will 
be honoied at a special pro­ 
gram to follow the business 
meeting this evening. I/ist 
Thursday's meeting was a 

splendid success when our pub­ 
lication, "Airmail Flash" from 
Washington was featured.

Our publicity chairman, 
Charles Morford, Is convalesc­ 
ing fiom a major operation at 
a Los Angeles hospital.

* * * 
JACK BKKNK HAS f.l.'KSTS

Jack Beene of 1342 Post 
ave. entertained Sunday at 
dinner for his son, George L. 
lieene, B. M. 1/c, and Mrs. 
Heene, Mr. and Mrs. Don Kerr 
and Mrs. Ollie Lydirk.

TO BAKKKSKlKl.n
Mrs. O. A. Krcsse will leave 

Sunday for a two weeks' visit 

at Bakersfield and Portervllle, 
where she will visit relatives 
and friends. Upon her leltirn 

she will b" accompanied by 
her daughter, Doris, a teacher 
in Bakers-field schools, who 
will spend summer vacation 
here.

SINUS
New scientific, painless, drug- 

less treatment; relief in most cases 
in less than 10 minutes. Stops that 
continual drip and drainage of 
nose and throat in few treatments. 
This treatment cannot be had any 
other place in Calif. By appoint­ 
ment only. California Diagnostic 
Office. Dr. M. Davis Smith, D.C. 
Phone, Orchard 7-9400. 341 W. 
Arbor Vitae Ave., Inglewood, Cal­ 
ifornia. Adv.

TOOLS
'" METALWORKERS 
and CARPENTERS

Yes, that's rightl Quality tools for metalworkers and 
carpenters now available in reasonable quantities in our store.

We pride ourselves in having the best assorted stock in 
this part of the country. If we "haven't got it," we will be 
glad to try and get it for you if it is available.

RECENT ARRIVALS 
—of Hard-to-Find Articles!

Poultry netting, fencing, steel wool for house­ 
hold use, flashlights, brooms, garden tools, Tnmz (the 
already pasted) wallpaper, dust and polishing mops, 
paints, Kem-Tonc, window glass, shotgun shells (for 
farmers only), fruit jars, dishes, rubber-tired wheel 
barrows (for dairy purposes), flashlight batteries, 
metal waste-paper baskets, clothes dryers, clothes 
line, seeds and ice boxes. Everything to fight gar-

to mention.

TORRANCE HARDWARE CO.
MORRIS DeJONG, Manager

1515 CABRILLO AVE., 2 DOORS NORTH OF BUS DEPOT 
PHONE 1480

?A« TIRES
JUST RELEASED FOR

BOOK HOLDERS

B. F. GOODRICH SILVERTOWNS
POPULAR SIZES IN STOCK

4.40/4.50-21 ..... 
4.75/5.00-19 ..... 
5.25/5.50-18 ..... 
5.25/5.50-17 ..... 
6,00-16 .......... 
6.25/6.50-16 ..... 
7.00-15 .......... 
7.00-16 ........

PLUS TAX

$12.00 
12.05 
13.43 
14.75 
16.05 
19.50 
21.55 
22.10

N. E. CORNER MARCELINA & CRAVENS TORRANCE


