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Torrance Becomes Western [ 08 o Capital of Rubber Industry

oy
e 118

-a
| J
— - ¥ ST

AVAT W

—Pheto by Jarry A. Anson !
B ‘

ACETONE EXTRACTION UNIT . . . of Shell Chemical at Torrance, which sep- HUGE SPHEROID TANKS . . . are used for storing under pressure the many
arates butylenes from a mixture of hydrocarbons. The butylenes are later con- hydrocarbon streams in process at the Shell Chemical Division of Shell Union v

verted into butadiene.
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When the Japanese created the rubber crisis by cuiting off

peratlng l iere Coke Ovens
{ American supply of natural rubber, Shell's foresighted research in th I

(Continted from Page 1-C)
field of petroleum chemistry had already paved the way to m
and purify butadiene, one of the two basic materials used in the
making of GR-S synthetic rubber.
Shell, even before Pearl Har-*

bor, had constructed and placed \ovrected by Shell, extracts
in operation a butadiene plant | i

t butylene from the material 3

in Houston, Texas, one of the

ACETYLENE POLYMERIZATION . . . at the Shell Chemical unit at Torrance,
which converts undesirable acetylenes in the hydrocarbon stream into polymers,

to facilitate their removal. Oil Corporation at Torance.
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Ethyl Alcochol

a quarter of a million acres.xsure type tank trucks.
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