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Council Stalls
Opportunity to Obtain New

Homes for Workers Being
Liost by City’'s Liack of Action

" TORRANCE HERALD

By Grover C. Whyte

With utter lack of appreciation of the acute housing shortage
in this area for workers employed in war production plants, the’
Torrance city ‘council last evening again stalled an attempt to |
secure 300 to 400 new dwelling units for this community.

The opportunity came thru a suggestion of P. G. Eisen of the
influencial firm of Walker & Eisen;'Los Angeles architects, who is
alert to plans of the Federal government for constructing housing
facilities for defense plant workers. Eisen even prepared a letter,
all ready for council approval, which he advised sending to the
Works Progress Administration office in Los Angeles which is now
rushing plans for the erection of 10,000 dwellings for war produc:
tion centers in Southern California.
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Defense Housing
Project Doesn’t
Interest Council

Revealing that the Los Angeles metropolitan area is due to
get 10,000 units of defense housing within the next three or four
months and that .the Works Progress Administration would be
most receptive to any suggestions for “at least 600 units” in
or near Torrance, P.' G. Eisen, member of the well-known firm
of Walker and Eisen, archit cts,y
urged the city council last night

Defense Survey

_that, registration will -be ‘handl-

But the constructive suggestion met with a cool
FRTRA LT MR e d C.

and NO ACTION

Powell and Babcock, as n;wu'fuﬂy reported  elsewhere in - this

issue.

WHAT ARE THEY WAITING FOR?

Don't they know that new employes of the aluminum plants
are already desperately hunting homes in this community? = And
that when the aluminum plants get into production, several thou-

sand workers will be demanding pla
expansions at the National Supply

ces in which to live? And that
and Columbia  Stee! will soon

add hundreds of workers to their payrolls—with no places to live

and few cars to drive?

The flimsy excuse of Councilman Babcock that "we wouldn't

get any taxes from houses built
vomptry met by Architect Eisen
ouses would be.owned by the
would receive any taxes"—Uncle S
on any of his property.-

What the council. members overlooked entire

in the Shoestring strip" . was
who stated that because the
Federal govemment, "no city
am doesn't pay any local taxes

is that Torrance

is an important industrial center for war worker< and homes MUST
BE PROVIDED FOR THEM WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE of
their work. Furthermore, that plans for locating 10,000 new dwell-
ings are NOW being made by federal authorities. Already some
1,000 houses have been allocated for' Compton; another group for
San Pedro and other Southland communities that are "on their

toes" to the opportunities offered

by bringing additional families

with war-production payrolls to their towns.
Construction of homes by private interests has been practically
halted, and the only means by which the housing shortage can be

met is thru Federal agencies. Are
Federal money is allocated elsewhe

we going to wait until all the
re?

WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR?

!

to ly present . this

Columbia Steel
Advances Four
Plant Officials

Several new appointments in
management, including two at

Cc

| the Torrance .plant, were an-
ncunced this week by the Col-
umbia Steel Company. J. D. M¢-
Call, former assistant general
superintendent of the Torrance
plant, has been named assist-
ant general superintendent of
the Pittsburg (Calif.) works and

Hitchcock Sees  Bartlett Says
Big Job Ahead

War Rims First

Hitchcock, Bartlett and
Mrs. Leech Re-Elected;

Cucci Wins Coun

il Seat

"CLERK’S RACE

FEATURE OF
ELECTION

Not until the North Tor-

city's claims for housing accom-
modations for its present and
potential war workers.

He declared that Torrance,
because of its highly- centraiized
industrial district, was in urgent
need of housing® and has
less housihg construction than
a!most any other city in South-
ern California. Eisen read an
informative letter ‘to the Fed-
eral Works Agency's represen-
tative on the Los Angeles City
Housing Authority setting forth
this city’s lack of accommoda-
tions for workers.

He suggested that the coun-
cil send this letter or one like
it to the FWA to seek
sideration of this industrial dis-
trict” in allocation ef dcfense
housing units. .

Council Not Interested

Eisen was invited to econfer
with the council after the ré
lar session. In that conference
the city board members appear-
ed unwilling to consider any
project that would ‘beénefit any
area outside of the city limits.
The architect, who explained he
was speaking only as one in-
terested in the development of
the city where he had the priv-
ilege of designing its municipal
b i pointed out th

Sugar Rationing

Details S

et for

May 4-7 Sign-up

Sugar mtlénlng books will be issued every adult and child
in this community at a four-day registration in the elementapy
schools from Monday, May 4, thru Thursday, May 7. Hours for

registration will be 4 to 9 p. m

., after school hours, apcording

to a bulletin issued by the Information Division of the Office

for Emergency I
Meanwhile, all sugar sales will
be frozen from midnight, April
27, until Consumer’s Ration
Book No. 1.is issued. °
" Although local school authori-
ties have recejved no specific
it is d

ed by volunteer teachers and
P.T.A. members.

After the period

authorization to replenish their
stock.
Trade registration by such

larger consumers as institutions, |

industries and commercial
plants will take place April 28
and 29. The OEM office says
such registration will be at lo-

cal high schools.
Food retailers doing a gross
in all o

is over,, rationing books will be
issued, on proper showing by
the rationing boards (in Tor-
rance from 3 to 5 p. m, daily
at the mayor's office. in the

$100 a day or more may have
on hand when rationing starts
one pound of sugar for every
dollar of gross sales over a
three-day period.

fense housing units,

not mean any incre:
city’s tax roll. He was answer-
ing a comment made by Coun-
cilman Vern Babcock that “we
are not interested in. develop-
ing the Shoestring strip because
taxes there don't come to the
city of Torrance.”

Councilman George V. Powell
offered the opinion that ‘“we

trialists. working on the matter
of housing and should leave it
up to them.” He did ‘not ex-
plain  who the ‘“industrialists"
were but probably meant the
combined €. I. O. and A. F. L.
union leaders who met. in Los
Angeles Feb. 16 to map a con-
certed ‘move to obtain more de-
fense housing in the Los Ange-
les metropolitan area.

In presenting his plea for im-
mediate action by the city coun-
cll to interest the Federal Works
Agency in the Torrance area,
Eisen explained that the pres-
ent defense housing units were
far more substantial structures

f | than those built seyeral months

had |

“con- |

already have a group pf indns-]

Replies Wanted
Immediately

An urgent appeal to all
residents for prompt action in
filling out the individual ques.

distributed by air
raid wardens for the city
Clvillan Defense Council was
made today by Police Chief
John Stroh. He sald the in-
formation iy heeded to “furn-
ish the best ‘possible defense
protection to everyone.” Com-
pleted  questionnaires should
be returned to alr raid ward-
ens  immediately after they
have been answered.

Guard Recruiting
for Active Duty
In This Area

Because of the immediate
need for a vastly augmented
active duty force within the
California State Guard, Com-
pany H of Torrance and Lo-
mita is working to recruit 150
additional members, 54 of them

r active service. The com-
| pAny’s headquarters is at Tor-
i city park where a Guards-

jman ‘is on duty 24 hours of
the day to give full f -

Harlow Dotson, former assist:
ant works engineer of Torrance,
has been advanced to assistant

general ssuperintendent here.
Dotson’s successor has not been
decided as yet, General Super-
intendent Otto A. Kresse said.

H. S. Worthington has been
vromoted assistant ‘vice - presi-
dent of operations with offices
in San Francisco. He was for-
merly general superintendent of
the Pittsburg works, Joseph A.
White, former assistant general
‘uperintendent, is now’ general
‘uperintendent of the Pittsburg
plant. s

McCall is a native of Stock-
ton, and graduated from Stan-
ford University. He joined Col-
unbia Stcel Company in 1936
as statistician in the general su-
jerintendent s office of Pitts-
burg works. In 1937 he became
assistant works industrial en-
rincer and in 1940 was trans-
terred to Torrance w s as as-
<istant to the general superin-
tendent. 2

Harlow Dotson was born at

JAMES E. HITCHCOCK

“I regard the vote I received
Tuesday as one of confidence
from all. parts of the city,”
James E.. Hitchcock, senior
member of the city council who

Clear Lake, Washington and en- | Was re-elected for the third

tered the steel business at the | time, said yesterday. “I shall

South San Francisco plant of continue to work on the coun-

the old Pacific Coast Steel Cor- | ¢il for the whole

poration in 1917, He worked for | thank every 4 n
this evidence of their friéndship

Western Pipe and Steel - com-

pany in 1922 as an electrician [and confidence.

electrician | sible and do everything we can

(tion: about the or A
Troops of the Regular Army
|assigned to posts which can be
‘filled with State Guardsmen are
shortly to be transferred and
\the Guard must take over those
séctors. According: to Col. Jaek
Hastie, Jv, commander of ‘the
Southern- Area, men who ‘enlist
for active duty in the Guard
at this time are not only giv-
trzf a desperately needed patri-
|atlc” service for their homeland
but “they will find" many. op-
ies for a as

sionead _ officers. ;

“Hvery ' Guardsman on active
duty relieves one man of the
Regular Army for combat serv-
ice ‘against ‘the enemy, Recruits
will be given a ‘period of in-
| tensive training at Camp Ayres
or Camp "Rowe. Compensation
ranges from $2 to $8.25 per day
and excellent food, comfortable

.

ago. He said the govi e

plang to sell the units to pri-
vate owners following the war
and thus they must be substan-

(Continued on Page 6-A)

g dental and
nursing care are only a few of
|the provisions made for the
re of these troops by the
state,” Col, Hastie declared.

to keep the rising costs from
burdening our taxpayers, While
we must maintain as many
services as we can without cx-
tra expense, I believe everyone
will agree .that we have got to
bji il projects” to
the national war effort.
“Civilian defense and trans-
portation are two of the most
important problems before the
city. Both demand close atten-
tion of the ‘council and I shall
be glad to serve in any way I
can to’help maintain our home
security and facilities urgently
needed by our war workers,”
Hitchecock  said.

as
-at the Torrance plant. In 1929
he was promoted to chief elec-
| trician - and in 1938% was made
assistant works engineer which
position he has held until his
present appointment.

Local Man's Body
Found In Oid Shed

The body of Alvert Bernard
Boyce, a resident here for sev-
eral years, and former National
Supply: Company worker, was
 found Tuesday in a shed at the
old- Pioneer Jumber yard off
213th, st. by a transient, John
Hanna, who reported it to po-
lice. Mr. Boyce ‘had been dead
two or ‘three days. The body
was identified by Officer Curt
Tolson. He was bclieved to be
about 58 years of age and his
last known address was at the
Brighton hotel. Funeral arrange-
ments at Stone and Myers’ Mor-

Wi
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FIRST RETURN

Cecil Cox -.of 2304 243rd st.,
Lomita, was the first to return
his filled out vocational ques-
tionnaire mailed this week by
Selective Service Board No. 280
to all men whq registered in
the last registration period. All
who receive these questionnaires
must return them within 10

al

tuary are awaiting word from

a son in the east. days.

returns from Tuesday’s election
and I will continue to serve my
home city for many years to
-| the best of my ability,” declar-
ed City Clerk A. H. Bartlett,
re-elected for the
Tuesday.

have tried to show for the past
20 years. I plan no changes in
personnel

at the least cost to the
munity. All of us must contri-
bute to our nation's safety and
prosecution of the war and

believe my office can share in
that service to a great extent.

aroused no bitterness.
one of the cleanest I have ever
experienced in Torrance. Surely,
that indicates that people are
concerned with the deeper issues
of war aims and victory than
they are with petty politics. My
services are at the command of

attention to civic business by

line the technique used in se-
lecting candidates for national
technical
members of the
tary club tonight.

i

|

A. H. BARTLETT
“I was deeply gratified by the

sixth  time

but , I expect
orker to do his or her

every
best
com-

“I was glad the campaign

It was

I residents at any time and
am looking forward to unified

I concerned.”
JOB TRAINING TALK
Arthur M. Farnham will out-

training classes to
Torrance Ro-

;and the

. | rance precinct returns. were

{in Tuesday night was the
{winner of the feature race
of the listless, issueless Tor-
rance municipal election
known-—the neck -and - neck
dash of City, Clerk A. H.
Bartlett and James W.
Longhridge. North Torrance
voted 68 to 48 for Bartlett
veteran city clerk
was apparently re-elected for
the sixth time by the narrow

margin’® of 930 to Lough-
ridge’s 913.

There are 18 absentee ballots
still to be coun when  the
city counéil can s the 12th
muncipal ballot next Tuesday
night, April 21. Inasmuch as

Bartlett commands a 17 - vote
lead, Loughridge would have to
get all the absentée count to
replace the veteran clerk by .one
lone vote.

James E. Hitchcock carried 12
of the 17 city precincts to”win
his third re-election to the city
council with 897 votes. Nicholas
H. Cucci, Columbia Steel worker
who lives at 1634 Crenshaw
blvd, was elected to a four-
year term on the council, poll-
ing 610 votes. He carried but
one precinct—his own home dis-
trict — but receivec substantial *

and again transferred to the “There’s a big job ahead of “My office will be conducted support in all other districts.
Pacific Coast Steel Corporation | Torrance for the next four|for the next four years with Cucci  will take the place of
where he worked until 1927. In|years. We must keep our fin-|the sdme consideration for tax- Kenneth H. Kail, who was elect-
1929 he joined Columbia Steel [ ances in' the best condition pos- | payers and residents that Iled to the council ldst Septem-

ber by 1,145 votes
polled 301 Tuesday.
41 Percent Vote

Mys.  Harrlett  Leech, first
woinan to be elected to a pub-
lic office in Torrance, was re-
¢leeted city treasurer with 666,
Sne carried four precincts, while

but only

M reilia- Young received the
plurality in seven districts to
poll 628 and Mrs. Margaret

Fordice had top support in six
precinets and drew 550.

The total vote was, surpris-
ingly, 1,808 of the registered
strength  of 4,659 electors or 41
percent. Up. to noon election day
the polls reported only a few
X-ed ballots but the morning’s
rain was followed by warm sun-
shine and voters started flow-
ing to the polls in larger num-
bers.

The complete but unofficial
returns in the city council race

were:
Hi'CHCOCK
cucaor ...
Howard Raymond
B. C. Buxton
James Evans
K th Kail

city: hall; for L in the
office of Harry Mann's garage
at Crenshaw and Slauson aves.,
Tuesday, Thursday  and Friday
aft ) whose ion
is being extended from tires

n C

ty E

lection l

How Torrance Precincts Voted i

E. E. Newton ..
Frank Schmidt

C Ja
was first appointed to the city
council August 9, 1932 to fill
out the unexpired term of Coun-
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