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With utter lack of appreciation of the acute housing shortage 
in this area for workers employed in war production plants, the 
Torrance city council last evening again stalled an attempt to 
secure 300 to 400 new dwelling units for this community.

The opportunity came thru a suggestion of P. G. Eisen of the 
influencial firm of Walker & Eisen, Los Angeles architects, who is 
alert to plans of the Federal government for constructing housing 
facilities for defense plant workers. Eisen even prepared a letter, 
all ready for council approval, which he advised sending to the 
Works Progress Administration office in Los Angeles which is now 
rushing plans for the erection of 10,000 dwellings for war produc­ 
tion centers in Southern California.

But the constructive suggestion met with a cool reception 
and NO ACTION, following objections interposed by Councilmen 
Powell and Babcock, as more fully reported elsewhere in this 
issue.

WHAT ARE THEX WAITING FOR?
Don't they know that new employes of the aluminum plants 

are already desperately hunting homes in this community? And 
that when the aluminum plants get into production, several thou­ 
sand workers will be demanding places in which to live? And that 
expansions at the National Supply and Columbia Steel will soon 
add hundreds of workers to their payrolls with no places to live 
and few cars to drive? /

The flimsy excuse of Councilman Babcock that "we wouldn't 
get any taxes from houses built in the Shoestring strip" was 
promptly met by Architect Eisen who stated that because the 
nouses would be owned by the Federal government, "no city 
would receive any taxes" Uncle Sam doesn't pay any local taxes 
on any of his property.-

What the council members overlooked entirely is that Torrance 
is an important industrial center for war worker* and homes MUST 
BE PROVIDED FOR THEM WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE of 
their work. Furthermore, that plans for locating 10,000 new dwell­ 
ings are NOW being made by federal authorities. Already some 
1,000 houses have been allocated for'Compton; another group for 
San Pedro and other Southland communities that are "on their 
toes" to' the opportunities offered by bringing additional families 
with war-production payrolls to their towns.

Construction of homes by private interests has been practically 
halted, and the only means by which the housing shortage can be 
met is thru Federal agencies. Are we going to wait until all the 
Federal money is allocated elsewhere?

WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR?________________

Sugar Rationing 
Details Set for 
May 4"7 Sign-up

Sugar rationing books will be Issued every adult and child 
In this community at a four-day registration in the elementary 
schools from Monday, May 4, thru Thursday, May 7. Hours for 
registration will be 4 to 9 p. m., after school hours, according 
to a bulletin Issued by the Information Division of the Office 
for Emergency Management.
Meanwhile, all sugar sales will 
be frozen from midnight, April 
27, until Consumer's Ration 
Book No. 1 is issued.

Although local school authori­ 
ties have received no specific 
information, It la understood 
that, registration will be handl­ 
ed by volunteer teachers and 
P.T.A. members.

After the registration period 
Is over,, rationing books will be 
Issued, on proper showing by 
the rationing boards (In Tor­ 
rance from 3 to 5 p. m. dally 

( at the mayor's office In the 
* city hall; for Lomltans in the 

office of Harry Mann's garage 
at Crenshaw and Slauson aves., 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
afternoons) whose jurisdiction 
Is being extended from tires 
and tubes to bicycles, typewrit­ 
ers and sugar.

One Pound Per Week
Each man, woman and child 

will be entitled to a sugar ra­ 
tioning book, which any repre­ 
sentative of the household may 
obtain for all members, accord­ 
ing to the OEM bulletin.

Each book will contain 28 
stamps, good for 56 weeks. 
Each stamp Is good for a two 
weeks' supply, which must be 
bought within a designated 
period. Stamps may not be 
saved up to purchase more than 
a two weeks quota at one time.

While a national Inventory of 
the sugar supply Is being made, 
a tentative ration has been con­ 
sidered of one pound of sugar 
every two weeks.

Allowed Two Pound*
Stamps must be kept In the 

book for the grocer to remove 
at the time of purchase. If 
the sugar is delivered, the de­ 
livery man must remove the 
stamp. Individual stamps re­ 
moved from the books will not 
bo honored by grocers,

Housewives desiring addition­ 
al sugar for canning or pre­ 
serving must apply to their lo­ 
cal rationing boards. A normal 
reserve has been set at two 
pounds per person. For each 
pound on hand up to 10 pounds 
tier person, one stamp will be 
torn from the book at the reg­ 
istration place.

Thofe with 11 pounds or more 
will not receive a ration book 
but they must wait until their 
supply is 10 pounds or less and 
apply to the rationing board. 

Kor Larger Consumers
Stamps from consumers will 

be placed on cards by retailers, 
and presented to wholesalers as

authorization to replenish their 
stock.

Trade registration by such 
larger consumers as institutions, 
Industries and commercial 
plants will take place April 28 
and 29. The OEM office says 
such registration will be at lo­ 
cal high schools.

Food retailers doing a gross 
business in all commodities of 
$100 a day or more may have 
on hand when rationing starts 
one pound of sugar for every 
dollar of gross sales over a 
three-day period.

Defense Housing 
Project Doesn't 
Interest Council

Revealing that the Los Angeles metropolitan area is due to 
get 10,000 units of defense housing within the next three or four 
months and that .the Works Progress Administration would be 
most receptive to any suggestions for "at least 600 units" in 
or near Torrance, P. G. Eisen, member of the well-known firm 
of Walker and Eisen, archil cts,»                      
urged the city council last night 
to Immediately present this 
city's claims for housing accom­ 
modations for its present and 
potential war workers.

He declared that Tonunce, 
because of its highly centralized 
Industrial district, was in urgent 
need ol housing' and has had 
less housing construction than 
almost any other city in South­ 
ern California. Eisen read an 
informative letter to the Fed­ 
eral Works Agency's represen­ 
tative on the Los Angeles City 
Housing Authority netting forth 
this city's lack of accommoda­ 
tions for workers.

He suggested that the coun­ 
cil send this letter or one like 
it to the FWA to seek "con­ 
sideration of this Industrial dis­ 
trict" in allocation of defense 
housing units.

Council Not Interested
Eisen was Invited to confer 

with the council after the regu­ 
lar session. In that conference 
the city board members appear­ 
ed unwilling to consider any 
project that would 'benefit any 
area outside of the city limits. 
The architect, who explained he 
was speaking only as one in­ 
terested in the development of 
the city where he had thi 
ilege of designing it: 
buildings, pointed 
fcnsu housing units, trfTilt 
the Federal government would 
not mean any increasjb on any 
city's tax roll. He was answer­ 
ing a comment made by Coun­ 
cilman Vern Babcock that "we 
are not Interested in- develop­ 
ing the Shoestring strip because 
taxes there don't come to the1 
city of Torrance."

Councilman George V. Powell 
offered the opinion that "we 
already have a group: pf Indus­ 
trialists* working on the matter 
of housing and should leave it 
up to them." He did not ex­ 
plain who the "industrialists" 
were but probably meant the 
combined C. I. O. and A. F. L. 
union leaders who met In Las 
Angeles Feb. 16 to map a con­ 
certed move to obtain more de­ 
fense housing in UK LOB Ange­ 
les metropolitan area.

In presenting his plea for im­ 
mediate acti&n by the city coun­ 
cil to interest the Federal Works 
Agency in the Toirance area, 
Eisen explained that the pres- 
;nt defense housing units were 
far more substantial structures 
than those built several months 

. He said the gpvcrnment 
plans to sell the units to pri­ 
vate owners following the war 
ind thus they must be substan-

Defense Survey 
Replies Wanted 
immediately

An urgent appeal to ull 
residents for prompt action in 
ftlttnc out the Individual mies- 
tlonnaires distributed by air 
raid wardens for the city 
Civilian Uefeii.se Council \\j* 
made today by Police Chief 
 lolifi Stroh. He said the in­ 
formation is heeded to "furn- 
Ixh Hit- best piwsilile defrn.se 
protection to everyone." Com- 
pitted questionnaire* should 
In- returnrd to air ml it ward­ 
ens Immediately after they 
Imv* hem answered.

Guard Recruiting 
for Active Duty 
In This Area

(Continued Page 6-A)

Because 
need for

the immediate 
stly augmented

active duty force within thi 
California State Guard, Com­ 
pany H of Torrance and Lo­ 
mita is working to recruit 150 
additional members, 54 of them 

active service. The com- 
headquarters is at Tor- 

ranch, city park where a Guards­ 
man Is on duty 24 hours of 
the day to give full informa­ 
tion about the organization.

Troops of the Regular Army 
assigned to posts which can be 
filled with State Guardsmen are 
shortly to be transferred and 
the Guard must take over those 
sectors. According to Col. Jack 
Hastie, Jr., commander of the 
Southern Area, men who 'enlist 
for active duty in the Guard 
at this time are not only giv­ 
ing a desperately needed patri­ 
otic service for their homeland 
but "they will find many op­ 
portunities for advancement as 
Don-commissioned and commis­
sioned officer

"Every Guardsman on active 
duty relieves one man of the 
Regular Ai-my for combat serv­ 
ice against the enemy. Recruits 
will be given a period of in­ 
tensive training at Camp Ayres 
or Camp Rowe. Compensation 
range? from $2 to $3.26 per day 
and excellent food, comfortable 
clothing, medical, dental and 
nursing care are only a few of 
the provisions made for the 
oare of these troops by the 
state," Col. Hastie declared.

Columbia Steel 
Advances Four 
Plant Officials

Sevc-ral new appointments in 
management, Including two at 
the Torrance plant, were an- 

'ncunced this, week by the Col­ 
umbia Steel Company. J. D. Me- 
(Jail, former assistant general 
superintendent of the Torrance 
pla,nt, has been named assist­ 
ant general superintendent of 
the Pittsburg (Calif.) works and 
Harlow Dots-on, former assist­ 
ant works engineer of Tonanee, 
has been advanced to assistant 
g L> n e r a 1 superintendent hen-. 
Dotson's successor has- not bcc-n 
divided as yet, General Super­ 
intendent Otto A. Kresse said. 

H. S. Worthlngton has been 
',1-omoted as--sistant vice-presi­ 
dent of operations with offices 
in San Francisco. He was for­ 
merly genera] superintendent ol 
the Pittsburg works, Joseph A. 
White, .former assistant general 
uperintendent, is now general 
uperintendent of the Pittsburg 

plant.
McCall is a natiVe of Stock 

t-;n. and graduated from Stan 
ford University. He joined Col 
u.nbla Stcei Company in 1936 
n~ statistician in the general su- 
, erintendent 'a office of Pitts;- 
burg works. In 1937 he became 
assistant works industrial en- 
 incer and in 1940 was trans- 
ierred to Torrance works as as- 
; istant to the general superin­ 
tendent.

Harlow Dotson was born at 
Clear Lake, Washington and en­ 
tered the steel business at the 
South San Francisco plant of 
the old Pacific Coast Steel Cor­ 
poration in 1917. He worked for 
Westem Pipe and Steel com­ 
pany in 1922 as an electrician 
and again transferred to the 
Pacific Coast Steel Corporation 
where he worked until 1927. In 
1929 he joined Columbia Steel 
company as foreman electrician 
at the Torrance plant. In 1929 
he was promoted to chief elec­ 
trician and in 1938 was made 
assistant works engineer which 
position he has held until his 
present appointment.

Hitchcock, Bartlett and 
Mrs. Leech Re-Elected; 
Cucci Wins Council Seat
Hitchcock Sees Bartlett Says FEATURE OF 
Big Job Ahead War Aims First ELECTION

Local Man's Body 
Found in Old Shed

The body of Albert Bernard 
Boyce, a resident hero for sev­ 
eral years, and former National 
Supply Company worker, was 
found Tuesday In a shed at the 
old Pioneer lumber yard off 
213th. st. by a transient, John 
Hanna, who reported it to po­ 
lice. Mr. Boyee had been dead 
two or three days. The body 
was identified by Officer Curt 
Tolson. He was bilicved to be 
about 58 years of age and his 
last known address was at the 
Brighton hotel. Funeral arrange­ 
ments at Stone and Myers' Mor­ 
tuary are awaiting word from 

on in the cast.

JAMES E. HITCHCOCK

"I regard the vote I received 
Tuesday as om of confidence 
from all pails of the city," 
James E. Hitchcock. scnio 
member of the city council wh< 
was' re-elected for the third 
time, said yesterday. "I shall 
continue to work on the coun­ 
cil for the whole city and I 
thank everyone who gave 
tlrs eviiVncr of their friendship 
and confidence.

"There's a big job ahead of 
Torrance for the next four 
years. We must keep our fin­ 
ances in the best condition pos­ 
sible and do everything we can 
to keep the rising costs from 
burdening our taxpayers. While 
we must maintain as many 
services as we can without <-x- 
tra expense, I believe everyone 
will agree that we have got to 
subjugate municipal projects to 
the national war effort.

"Civilian defense and trans­ 
portation are two of the most 
mportant problems before the 
:ity. Both demand close atten­ 
tion of the council and I shall 
be glad to serve in any way I

i to help maintain our home 
uiity and facilities urgently 

needed by our war workers," 
Hitchcock s-aid.

MUST RETURN
ecil Cox -of 2304 243rd St., 

Lomita, was the first to return 
filled out vocational ques­ 

tionnaire mailed this week by 
Selective Service Board No. 280 
to all men who registered in 
the last registration period. All 
who receive these questionnaires 
must return them within 10 
days.

A. H. BARTLETT

"I was deeply gratified by the 
returns from Tuesday's election 
and I will continue to serve my 
home city for many years to 
the best of my ability," declar­ 
ed City Clerk A. H. Bartlett, 
re-elected for the sixth t 
Tuesday.

"My office will he conducted 
for the next four years with 
the same consideration foi tax­ 
payers and residents that I 
have tried to show for the past 
20 yeai-s. I plan no changes in 
personnel but . I expect every 
worker to do his or her best 
at the least cost to the com­ 
munity. All of us must contri­ 
bute to our nation's safety and 
prosecution of the war and I 
believe my office can share in 
that service to a great extent.

"1 was glad the campaign 
aroused no bitterness. It was 
one of the cleanest I have ever 
experienced in Torrance. Surely, 
that indicates that people are 
concerned with the deeper issues 
of war aims and victory than 
they are with petty politics. My 
services are at the command of 
ill residents at any time and 
am looking forward to unified 

ittention to civic business by 
11 concerned."

JOB TRAINING TALK
Arthur M. Farnham will out- 

ine the technique used in se­ 
lecting candidates for national 
technical training classes to 

mbers of the Torrance Ro­ 
tary club tonight.

How Torrance Precincts Voted in City Election
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i Not until the North Tor­ 
rance prei'inct returns were 

jiii Tuesday night was the 
i winner ol' the feature race 
of tho llstlpss. issue-less Tor- 
raiice municipal election 
known . the neck - and - neck 
dash of City. C'lerk A. II. 
1! a r t I e t t and James VV. 
LotisliridKe. North Torrance 
voted liK to 4S for Bnrtlett 
and the veteran city clerk 
wii.s abnarentl.v re-elected for 
the sixth time by the narrow 
margin O !' !I30 to T.twgh- 
ridge's 913.

There aiv 18 absentee ballots 
still to be cour.tcd when the 
city council canvasses the 12th 
muncipal ballot next Tuesday 

: night, April 21. Inasmuch ax 
| Bartlett commands a 17   vote 
  lead, Loughridge would have Jo 
i get all the absentee count to 
' replace the veteran clerk by one- 
lone vote.

James E. Hitchcock carried 12 
of the 17 city precincts to win 

i his third re-election to the city 
j council with 897 votes. Nicholas 
H. Cucci, Columbia Steel worker 
who lives; at 1634 Crenshaw 
blvd., was elected to a four- 
yi-ar term on the council, poll­ 
ing 610 votes. He carried but 
one precinct his own home dis­ 
trict - - but received substantial 
siupport in, all other districts. 
Cucci will takt ttc place of 
Kenneth H. Kail, who was elect­ 
ed to the council last Septem­ 
ber by 1,145 votes but only 
polled 301 Tuesday.

H Pi'rwjlt Vote 
Mrs. Harriett Leech, first 

woman to be elected to a pub­ 
lic office in Torranc., was re- 
i-ic-eUd city treasurer with 666. 
.ci : ie carried- lour precincts, while 
Mrs. Cecilia Young nceived the 
plurality In seven districts to 
poll 628 and Mrs. Margaret, 
Fordlce had top support in six 
precincts and drew 550.

The total vote was, surpris­ 
ingly, 1.89& of the registered 
strength of 4,669 electors- or 41 
percent. Up to noon election day 
the polls reported only a few 
X-ed ballots but the morning's 
rain was followed by warm sun­ 
shine and voters started flow­ 
ing to th< polls in larger num­ 
bers.

The complete but unofficial
turns.' In the city council rac«

were: ..'.'
HITCHCOCK ..................... #17
CUCCI .................................... 610
Howard Raymond ............. 573
B. C. Buxton ........................ 578
 lames EVIUIH ........................ 328
Kenneth Kail ........................ 301
E. E. Newton ...................... 164
Frank Sclun'idt ...................., 79
Councilman James Hitchcock 

vas first appointed to the city 
louncil August 9, 1932 to fill 

out the unexpircd term of Coun- 
Iman G. A. R. Steiner who 

died in July that year. He was 
re-elected in 1934 and 1938. 

Cuvcl Yoiuijjewt Councilman 
Councilman-elect Nicholas H. 

(Nick) Cucci has been a Tor- 
ranee resident and property 
owner Mince 1933. He has taken 
a keen interest in civic affairs 
ultho he has never before been 
active In politics. He Is a na­ 
tive of Trinidad, Colo., a charter 
member of the Steel Workers' 
Organizing Committee lodge No. 
1414 and Is now serving as 

 arc! in the 22-Inch mill. His 
wife, Mrs. Julia Cucci, is a 

m b e r of the Democratic 
State Central Committee. He In 

years old and will be the 
mngest man on the city board. 
City Clerk A. H. Bartlett has 

)K-Jd office for 20 years. He has 
been city clerk almost since 
Ton-ance was Incorporated, be­ 
ing elected April 10. 1922 to 
.vuccwd Robert H. Deinlngur 
who had served as appointed 
cl-rlt since the city corporation 
was formed in May, 1021. This, 
is. his sixth successive term. The 
position pays $250 'a month, 
v/hlli: city Councilmen get $50 
a month and the city treas­ 
urer. $60.

Mrs. I>'(ch, rc-ili-cUM city 
treasurer, owns and operates a,, 
llmvei shop hen-. She is the 
inothei of thrit sons, actlvn in 
cluli and civic affairs

Crowd Cheers BartU-tl 
Wliil. thi-re HIT .18 abM-nteP 

bcilloti slill tu In- counted, ii 
Is ii!gard>-U ah hiyhly Improb­ 
able thill Loughi-ldae will win 
nil of them anil thus (intent 
Clerk Hartlitt by a single vote. 
Despite the closeness of thin 

iConlmu.d on P«y. 5-A)


