
Bert P. Dye Recalls Record Wreck 
of Eight Locomotives 53 Years Ago

Bach cent of the general coun 
ty tax levy will raise exactly 
$258,184 this year, as compared 
with $248,596 last year, it was 
disclosed today with announce 
ment of the grand total as 
sessed valuation of the county 
by the State Boai-d of Equaliz 
ation.'

The figure of $2,581,841,644 Is 
the grand total after adjust 
ments had been made In the

county. The state board hears 
equalization petitions of public 
utility firms, while the county 
supervisors hear land and im 
provement petitions.

Los Angeles county's assessed 
valuation now is more than one- 
third of the state total of $7, 
360,900,000, it was revealed In 
the figures released by State 
Controller Harry B. Riley.

County with the smallest as 
sessed valuation of property is 
Alpine, at $1,426,000. The grand 
total for the state is an increase 
of $212,300;000 over that of a 
year ago, Riley said.

Los 'Angeles county's Indebt 
edness, as a county government, 
is but $7,820,000, and in this it 
has about the lowest indebted 
ness in the state, county offic 
ials assert. By the time a coun 
ty court house and some other 
county buildings are erected in 
the Civic Center this may be 
boosted to more than $10,000,- 
000, however.

NIGHT AND DAY
The United States flag is per

trances of the Capitol in Wash 
ington. When Congress Is in ses 
sion, "Old Glory" may oe flown 
night and day over the senate 
and house chambers.
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. railroad man it: something 
like a printer who once smells 
printer's ink never entirely los 
es his attachment for tho pro 
fession. A railroader like Bert 
F. Dye of 1609 Cota ave.. who 
retired Jan. f 24, 1924 aftek- 42 
years of conductor servicb along 
the iron highways, never loses 
interest in "the roads."

During his years with the 
Chicago, Burlington & Qulncy 
line, Dye had many Interesting 
experiences. He once worked on 
the old Hannibal & St. Joe line 
when the first mail car In the

on the Hannibal division. But 
the experience that topped them 
all was recently recalled by Dye,

resident of Torrance for the 
past 16 years, for the "Railroad 
Magazine."

There have been some spec 
tacular wrecks In the history of 
railroading, with heavy loss of 
life and equipment, but the one 
that exceeds them all in inter 
est occurred near West Grove, 
Iowa, Jan. 21, 1883. Eight loco 
motives were involved M> that 
smash-up but not a single per

53 years ago. Dye Is the dhly 
living person :who went 'through 
that unusual mishap. His gra 
phic yarn follows:

Snow-Bound ana Hungry
"As a reader of 'Railroad 

Magazine' I have enjoyed very 
much several stories 
storms, railroad blockades ent 
snow bucking and if I am not 
mistaken, saw a short artieU 
about a wreck which oocurre< 
during a snow storm near Wes 
Grove, Iowa, in which eight eh 
gines were involved. As I was a 
irakeman on the, train which 
stuck in the snow, I can give 
all the facts in connection with 
:hat wreck.

"The bloc.
wreck occurred on Jan. 21, 1SK 
at a point about one mile west 
of West Grove, Iowa. The train 
nvolved was B. & S. W. (now 

C. B. & Q.) No. 3. From a point 
east of West Grove, the B. & 8. 
V. operated over the tracks of 
.he W. St. L&P. (now Wabash) 
.o Moulton. We were in one of 
he worst snow storms I ever 

saw, snow drifting badly. One 
mile west of West Grove we 
stalled. Unable to handle the 
train and being short of water,

For the first time In history, on Oct. 27, men of the 
United States Navy will celebrate Navy Day in the certainty 
that the fleet they, man I* destined to he the largest In the 
world, the best equipped, the best trained and the most ef 
fective In every department. By 1916 the vast building pro 
gram will have more than doubled Hie present total of 338 
ships!

fully as important as Its growth in tonnage and fire 
power, will be the greater Navy's scientific balance. For the 
Navy is building realistically to bloody blueprints drawn fresh 
from direct observance of naval warfare, 1941 model. Today 
all theories of sea warfare attack and defense and cooper 
ation of battleship and airplane, destroyer and submarine  
are constantly under test In battle; and American strategists 
and designers, with their own job to do,, observe the tests 
closely.

The Navy has its secrets, but apparently the new super 
fleet will not be solely a "big ship" force, not a super scouting 
force, nor a floating air arm. Likely it will present In one 
collective sea giant the greatest battle line, the greatest fleet 
of submarines, the largest scouting force, and what is con 
ceded already by all authorities to be the world's best co 
ordinated aviation unit.

To California, facing.tile broad Pacific, thought of that 
invincible Navy guarding western .shores should be of special 
comfort on Navy Day In this ominous year of 1941.

ed' for Moulton, the 
point.

'{We did not get very far as 
our engine stuck in the snow. 
Our conductor made his vpay 
back to West Grove to report 
our trouble. Another brakeman 
anil, myself  r^pjajriedi with the 
way' car. We Were'-fiuiigry, hav 
ing had nothing to j«at for over 
24 'hours. There -v»as a farm 
about 220 yards' from where 
we were, t- wasi the big 
'capitalist' and' tbid my fellow 
brakie that if he Would try. and 
make It to the'-.;farm;, house I 
would furnish tfife .'dough' to get 
something to eat/.  ', 

-EnRlnes Play "I*ap Fro»"
"Bnow drifts were- over the 

right of way, fence but he
In

o hours he* got back 
a 'corn dodger' about

about 
bringing

with that and that was all we 
had for 48 hours.

"Upon receiving our conduc 
tor's report, officials sent us 
three engines from Moulton, all 
the B. & S. W. power available 
at that point. They showed up 
about 1:30 the next morning 
but could not get us moving. 
They ran short of water and al

so got stuck in the snow. Ou 
conductor reported this situa 
tlo'n. The W. St. L. & P. the 
started four of their engine 
out from Moberly, Mo., to hel 
up out. Our conductor agai 
showed up from West Grove 
short time before the engine 
arrived from Moberly.

"A flagman was out about 
mile from where our engine 
were stalled, to advise the com 
Ing engines just where We were 
The engineer on the lead en 
glne, seeing the flagman, gav 
One blast on his whistle to stop 
The following engineer did th 
same thing, but the engineer 
on the two following engine 
took the two blasts as a 'come 
ahead' signal, as the whistle: 
on the first two engines were 
of the* same tone, and conr 
ahead they did, resulting In : 
game of "leap frog" over oui 
four engines.

Six Miles In 14 Hours 
"Fortunately no one was in 

jured. One way car was bal 
anoed on the boiler heads 01 
two W. St. L. & P. engines. Our 
conductor and the one in charge 
of the W. St L. & P. engines 
made their1 way to West Grove 
to report the accident. Afte: 
looking over the wreck, the 
other W. St. L. & P. men also 
went to West Grove. My fello\ 
brakie and myself, together with 
our engine crews started on foot 
for Moulton at 8:30 a.m., arriv 
ing there at 10 p.m. that night. 

"We followed the railroad', 
wagon roads and went through 
cornfields. The snow was drifted 
more than eight feet .deep in 
places. It took us 14 hours to 
:oyer the distance of six miles. 

We were sure a frozen and 
starved looking bunch upon our 
arrival at Moulton. My partner 
said to me that he had enough 
of the railroad game and I nev 
er saw him after that. Holv the 
W. St. Ti. & P. men got away 
from West Grove after the 
wreck I do not know as I did 
not see any of them. It took 
about a week to clear the road 
of snow and pick up the wreck.

Bobbed of Watch 
'I remained in the railroad 

game for 43 years after that 
experience and believe I have 
outlived all those who were with 
me at that time. Six years after 
hat episode I had quite a dlf- 
erent time on the D. & R. G. I

60SSARD
...in GOSS-AMOUR'

: .... The petite figure in search of sophisticated 
  '-'\ smoothness willdoteonthisGoss-Amour*

(elwtic net) combination! Front and back 
panels, of cLutic rayon satin, smooth you 
4t vital points. The lace bra top uptilta 

the bust although it u back- 
leas to the waist.

Model 3794

was riding on the train whicl 
was held up at Thompson Spring 
on August 6, 1889. I was sitting 
in the front seat of the smok 
ing car and was the first on 
called on by the robbers.

"I donated a fine watch. Th 
robbers, who were "capturei 
about three weeks later, were 
named Nay and Dayton. Afte 
their capture I wrote the D. 
R. G. superintendent to ascer 
ta(n if my watch was locatec 
but never heard from him,' 
Dye's reminiscences conclude.

High Notes on 
P.V. Symphony

By JIM IIOWE

Opening with the nation 
anthem, the program of the 
Palos Verdes Symphony Orches 
tra at the Hermosa Beach Pier 
Avenue auditorium tomorrow 
(Friday) night under direction 
of Josef Piastro, conductor, will 
iresent some of the finest works 

of the masters it has been th 
jrivilege of South Bay music 
overs to hear. Many are plan 
ning to attend from Torrance. 
The concert will begin al 
o'clock.

Beethoven's First Movement of 
his Symphony No. 5 will be pre 
sented. Lois Challand, violinist, 
will play Bruch's Concerto in 

minor with the orchestra 
and then the concert will pre 
sent the premier performance 
of a work by James F. Howe, 

'ell-known to Torrance resi- 
ents.
Howe has comprised a march, 

'In Memorlam," orchestrated and 
 laborated by Maestro Piastro. 

The program note on this orig- 
nal composition will say: 

"While in the form of a 
'Marche Religeusc', this piece 
is really a prayer, a prayer 
for peace in a war-torn 
world. The tympany intro 
duces a dirge-like motif 
which gradually develops In 
to an appeal of great power 
and intensity. A melody, 
softly t-ung by the clarinet, 
then becomes the theme for 
a grand triumphal chorus 
for full orchestra.

"After a return to the 
opening motif the piece ends 
quietly, not in the minor 
mode, but confidently in the 
key of A major. Mr. Piastro 
was so impressed with the 
piece that *e orchestrated 
and elaborated it from the 
original piano score." 
The concert at Hermosa will 

oritinue with Septette in E Flat 
Major by Saint -Saens for

'or "Early Bird

My Family Likes "
Banana Cake, says

Mrs. Theo. Stuben, 1100 El Prado, Torrance

'A SLICE OF THIS cake on 
a lace dolly over a plate and a 
fork   that's a treat for all! 
Mrs. Stuben reports   and we 
can believe it because we've 
tried it! Here's the ingredients:

H cup Crisco or other short 
ening.

IVz cups Calif, beet sugar.
2 eggs well beaten.
2 cups cake flour.
¥j teaspoon baking powder.
% teaspoon soda.
% teaspoon salt.
H cup of sour milk.
1 cup mashed bananas.
1 teaspoon vanilla.
HOW TO PEEPARE: Cream 

irisco or other shortening once 
only and add sugar gradually. 
Stir in eggs. Sift cake flour, 
baking powder, soda and salt to- 
;ether. Combine sour milk and

well-mashed bananas and add 
alternately with dl-y ingredients 
to creamed mixture. Add vanilla 
pour Into greased layer pan! 
and bake 30 minutes In modcr 
ate (350 degrees) oven. When 
layers are cold, put together 
with 1 cup heavy whipped cream 
using '-j cup of cream and one 
banana sliced between layers 
Use balance of cream and 
halved walnuts on top and sides 
Keep In refrigerator and slice 
only as needed for serving.

THANK YOU, Mrs. Stuben, 
for your recipe. Who will be the 
next to offer her own special 
pride and Joy of kitchen lore for 
the better eating of our readers? 
Just call, at The Herald or Lo- 
mita News offices for a blank 
form on which you can fill out 
your contribution to "My Fam 
lly Likes ..."
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In an early day Spanish costume, 
Beatrice Regan and her old lamp 
make a pretty picture from pioneer 
California limn, to be celebrated 

at Ban Bated Flerta.

School Board Clerk 
iuccumbs at Redondo
William E. Oliver, 74, clerk of

the Redondo Union high school
oard of trustees and a resi
ent of that city for more than

years, died Tuesday of 
cart attack. He was manager 
f the Southern California Edi- 
on Co., until his retirement a 
ew years ago and was wcll- 
nown in Torrance. Mr. Oliver 

is survived by his wife, Mabel 
nd a son William of New York

Tings, solo trumpet and piano 
>ith Robert Dopf, trumpet solo- 
t, and Helen Barnard at the 
ano. Runsky-Korsakoff's Cap 
ccio Espagnol, and Piastre's 
wn "My Native Land" will con 
ude the concert. This latter 
umber is for full orchestra and 
he full choir of the St. Cross 
piscopal church In Hermosa 
nd will be another "first per- 
ormance anywhere."

Overhaul of army airplanes in 
10 western states is centered al
large air depot in Sacramento, 

allfomia.

Travel Bureau
In Connection

•

BEACON 
DRUG CO.

PHONE 180
1519 CABRILLO

Torrance

What did you do with those 
knitting needles and that knit 
ting bag you carried around on 
busses and in street care in 
1918?

Uncle Sam wants you to get 
them out and get busy. He 
wants 25,000 sweaters knitted 
for Christmas', from the Los An 
geles area. These are to be 
packed and shipped as Christ 
mas gifts. First consideration* Is 
to be Riven hospitalized men and 
those stationed at island defense 
bases.

Ditty bags and comfort kits 
for sailors and soldiers will 
again be on the Christmas pro 
gram as in 1917. These bags, 
filled with writing material, toil 
et articles, sewing kits, playing 
cards etc., will be knitted by 
volunteer workers In the Red 
Cross units.

Women who can knit or who 
want to leam should contact 
their local Red Cross chairmen. 
The Red Cross furnishes the 
yarn with complete directions 
for making articles.

. STATION SUPPORT
Bach group of 128 car owners 

supports a filing station, and 
each group of 516 supports an 
automotive store.

Automobiles cost wholesale 
about 26 cents a pound.

AREA AVERAGE
Although it Is the largest slate 

east of the Mississippi river, 
Georgia most nearly approaches 
the average area of all the 48 
states In the United States.

SEWER BIDS

Bids to lay nearly 1,600 fort 
of Keystone sewer lines will be 
opene*d Oct. 21 by the countv 
board of supervisors, It was an 
nounced today. Cost Is estlmatoa 
at $3,022.50.

ADMIRAL
AUTOMATIC 

RECORD CHANGER
PHONO RADIO

Plays Twelve 10 in. Records or Ten 12 in. Records

* EXCLUSIVE "LIFETIME">NEEftIf

* AUTOMATIC RECORD^HANfiER

Anothor Admiral eeoopl Never be 
fore a table model radio-phono 
graph with automatic record 
changer at (hi. seniational price.

circuit givee etartling power. Sup- 
Aeroicope

ONLY

. -
erhet radio hai super Aeroicope 
(no aerial or ground required) . . 
full >ize heavy duty dynamic 
ipeaker . . . "Sofglo" dial. Beauti 
ful walnut cabinet.

S5995
PAY 75c WEEKLY

National 
Home Appliance Co.
HARRY M. ABRAMSON

1328 SARTORI AVE.
"FRIENDLY CREDIT" 

PHONE 78

YoOorday .. . Today... Tomorrow

ITS PROVED VALVE-IN-HEAD "VICTORY"
ENGINE loads In all-round performance

vv/ffc economy
It's( built of quality materials. ... It 
features the same sturdy cast-iron 
pistons which ("'ovrolet has developed 
during twenty years of manufacture-of 
millions upon millions of cars. . . . It's 
designed and built to out-pertorm, out-   
save and OUT-LAST its field!

Drive this car today, at your nearest 
Chevrolet dealer's, and convince your 
self of its leadership.

IT PAYS TO BUY THE LEADER 
AND GET THE LEADING BUY

WILCOX CHEVROLET CO.

DESIONtO

TO IUD IN

PERFORMANCE

DESIGNED 
TO IUD IN

ECONOMY

1600 CABRILLO TORRANCE PHONE 1478


