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An Editorial
« •*> ......

By G rover C. Whyte

What is the HEAL, ISSUE m the recall election next 
Tuesday, .Inly L",)?

This Is 'the question that .thoughtful citizens will 
want to settle in their own inlndu before casling their 
ballots next week.

Regardless of all the healed arguments, blasted 
personalities', cowardly innuendo*, whispered falsehoods 
and other forms of pollll.-;il haired, the one bijc issue :;( 
stake as fur as (he uvoragi. voter irt concerned is UOOl) 
GOVERN.\1E.NT. lly this We mean, tile betterment of the 
entire community, protection of home; and the safe 
guarding of our women and children.

None of us know what is in store before the terms 
of-the present city council members expire. There may 
be grave questions of civilian defense as the result of 
the fast moving International war. Other communities 
are already actively mapping |>luns to protect their resi 
dent's and their property. We will want men at the helm 
of our city government who will be alert to the perils 
and capable of effectively meeting any emergency. It. 
will require men of strong character and sound judg 
ment, whose honesty is unquestioned.

Because Toiiance is situated In the heart of the de 
fense area, great opportunities for rapid growth and In 
creased employment are. offered. We should have men 
representing our city who can make the most, of these 
advancements.

None of the three councilmen who are up for recall 
next Tuesday measure up to these requirements, as has 
been shown by their actions. Full opportunity of ap 
praising these men has been given by The Herald, thru 
Its almost verbatim report of everything that has been 
said and done at the council sessions. Regardless of what 
may be chiimrtl- by biased politicians, the official min 
utes of the council meetings contain jiotliing of import 
ance that has not be«n accurately reported through 
these columns.

There seems little need to review all that has hap 
pened. Surely everyone who has followed their .actions 
and studied their motives knows by now I hat Council- 
men Powell, Murray and liiibc.oek are wholly unfitted for 
the offices tHey hold ami they should be recalled.

The Important thing to remember is to get out ami 
vote next Tuesday. And be sure to indicate on your bal 
lot that the vacancies shall be filled "by special election." 
Otherwise, if a majority of the council is rec7illed, the 
recalJees themselves would remain in office long enough 
to appoint their successors and the" whole recall move 
ment would be scuttled.

Attorney Holds 
Young Is Still 
City Engineer

Torrance now hat two city 
engineers.

Leonard Young, who is recov 
ering from a serious illness that 
forced him off duty Augxist 1, 
ll>40, Is still holder of that title 
under the municipal civil ser 
vice ordinance, City Attorney 
John E. McCall informed thi 
city council Tuesday night.

Meanwhile, Glenn Jain, whi 
was appointed city engineer and 
"director .of public works" 
Councilman George V. PoweU's 
motion July 15, will continue t 
retain that title. Powell informed 
City Clerk A. H. Bartlett "oui 
action will stand until such 
time as Young reports for duty.'

McCall's opinion held that 
Young was "blanketed" undei 
the civil service law adopted on 
May 27 and the attorney said 
tho "only reason he was off the 
.payroll was because ol 
health."

Clerk Bartlett, on checking 
over payments made to city 
workers forced to give up their 
duties because of ill health, 
ported the late Frank Leonard 
received four weeks pay befoi 
he died In 1938, that the late 
L. O. Stevens drew one warrant 
and Leonard Young had received 
five weeks' pay, the last check 
being dated November 13, 1940.
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AUDITQRTELI5 COURT SABOTAGE
Selectee Total Is !Ma*ine Steele Writes Glowing Camber Cut Council Mum as -
177 In This flreai ReP°rt of Visit 
As 3 Men Leave

^'rst

Vultee Eliminates 
Roofers From Tourney

Vultee Vultarlans washed Wal 
ker Roofers out of the Califor 
nia Semi-Pro Baseball Tourna 
ment at Torrance city park last 
night by a score of 11 to 2. 
When Al DeHoag tired, the Roof 
ers were left without pitch- 
Ing support and the Vultarlans 
collected a total of 15 hits 
while the Roofers got eight.

Emerson Blackwell, pitching 
for Vultee, held the Roofers 
scoreless until the last of the 
ninth. Tonight Pepsi Cola plays 
Calcrs Foods In a game at 8 
o'clock that will eliminate the 
loser from thu Torrance tourney. 
For a full report on this week's 
games ace page 3-B.

HAND TO SAN I'KURO
The Torrance Municipal band 

will participate In the parade 
which will be one of the features 
of San Pedro's celebration mark- 
Ing the start of municipal ferry 
service feutween that f|ty and 
Terminal Island .August' 8. The 
council voted Tuesday night to 
send too, band to the parade at 
a coat of $70 plus transporta 
tion.

Call Herald for 
Election Returns 
Tuesday Night

The HeruJtl "111 give re 
turns on tlu- recall election. 
Tuesday night, -luly 29.

Arrangements huve been 
made fur quick tabulation of 
the results as fust as the 16 
polling' plurr* report their 
tallies.

You an- inv)Utl to call Tor 
runce 414 from X in 10 o'clock 
for Information on the out 
come of the vote. flKi final 
result Is expwtwl before 1(1 
o'clock.

Where To Vote 
Next Tuesday

Torrance voters may cast 
their ballots at the recall elec 
tion next Tuesday, July 29, 'at 
the 10 regular precinct polling 
places. The polls will open at 
0 u. m. and close at 7 p. in. The 
voting centers are:

Prec. 1-18127 Prairie ave.
Prec. 2 2576 El Dorado.
Prec. 3 716 Border ave.
Prec. 4 1534 Marcellna ave.
Prec. 5 1322 Engracia ave.
Prec. 6 1027 Amapola ave.
Prec. 7- -1417 Cota ave.
Prec. 8-1734 Arlington ave.
Prec. 9-2013 Arlington ave.
Prec. 10 23010 Narbonne avi
Prec. 11 2720 W. Carson st.
Prec. 12 Walteria school.
Prec. 13 807 Portola. ave.
Prec. 14 1307 Portola ave.
Prec. 15 Hotel' dining room, 

1913 Cabrlllo ave.
Prec. 16 Recreation center, 

Walteria.

Bringing the total of young
en from this district who have 

j been inducted into the Army by 
, the Selective Service Act to 177, 
l three left Tuesday morning for 
a Los Angeles induction center. 
They were given a brief fare 
well program In front of the 
Torrance Civic Auditorium and 
departed aboard a Torrance 
municipal bus.

The trio composing the 14th 
Selective Service contingent were:

James Hunt Haines, 25, print 
er on The Torrance Herald staff, 
of 1447 Post ave.

Amos Richard Kockvam, 24, 
accountant, of Hollywood, for 
merly of 1305 Post ave., and

Thomas Schoichi Kadamoto, 
24. wholesale nursery salesman, 
of Rt. 2, Box 104, Gardena.

The 15th Selective Sen-ice 
call-out will take but one man 
from this area, it was announced 
at the board headquarters in 
Torrance today. He Is scheduled 
to leave sometime between Aug. 
4 and 6.

Charge Election 
Sheet Violates 
State Statutes

Pointing out that the 
palgn sheet attacking thost 
oring recall of Councilmen Pow 
ell, Murray and Babcock, whic 
was distributed here earlier th 
week, violated the state Crimin 
al and Election laws and con 
tained many libelous statements 
George M: Bumpus 
Tuesday night that 
council "Instruct law enforce 
ment official* of the municipal! 
ty to Investigate the public ol 
fenses involved and to piosecut 
the persons responsible" for th 
publication of the four pag 
handbill.

He also called on the counei 
to "counsel said officials t 
maintain vigilance against a re 
ciirrence of any such open am 
notorious flouting of the law. 

I'llhlislu-r Conceal Names
Bumpus, who is secretaiy o 

the Torrance Citizens Commltte, 
for Good Government, said thi 
campaign sheet entitled "Tor 
ranee Recall News" does 
bear on its face the "name and 
address of the printer and 
Usher" as required by law. His 
letter to the city council al:

Week's Building 
Totals $8,540

Building permits Issued dur 
ing the past week totalled $8,- 
540, according to records at the 
city engineer's office which 
showed the following construe- 
Ion projects underway:
Henry Grubb, six-room frame 

and stucco residence with gar 
age attached at 1640 Beech St., 
S5.000; P. N. Vernon, three-room 
frame residence at 34G2 Emer 
ald st., $1,000; Mrs. R. M. Wor-
 ell, re-roof residence at 1542 El
- ratio, $150; Thomas Thistle, al 
terations and repairs to resi 
dence at 24448 Park st., Wal 
teria, $300; Taechl Kami!, re 
construction of a moved-In glass 
greenhouse at 18715 South Wcst-
irn ave., $1,000; Torrance Na-
lonal Bank, alterations to store 

building at 1327 Sartorl ave.. 
$060; and Lester L. Wright, ser 
vice porch addition to residence
t DOT Beech at., $00.

pointed out that the sheet did 
not give "the name of the chair 
lan and secretary or the names 
f two officers at least' of thi 

political or other organization is 
suing it" nor did it reveal "thi 
name and residence, with thi 
street and number thereof, if 
any, of some voter of this state 
who is responsible therefor."

Bumpus also called the coun 
cil's attention to the fact that 
"many of the allegations i 
tained in said folder are false 
in fact, libelous per se, and are 
aggravated by malice."

On motion by Councilman 
Murray, the letter from Bump 
us was "referred to the legal 
department to be placed In the 
files."

U.S.O. Campaign 
Here Needs Help

In the absence of General 
Chairman Earl Conner, who Is 
on vacation, Dean Sears, treas 
urer of the Torrance United Ser- 

Ice Organization drive, today 
appealed to all those who have 
volunteered their assistance

campaign to make their 
collection-contacts at once.

"To date only $250 has been 
turned In," he said. "We know 
there are scores of workers yet 
to report their success and, be- 
:ause the time Is growing short, 

we urge them to give the U.S.O. 
their attention this weekend."

Sears said local Industries 
have generally contributed to 
the campaign and workers at 
tho Columbia Steel and Nation 
al Supply Company have made 
progress on their Individual 
drives. Collections elsewhere have 
lagged, he said, but should pick 
up when the volunteer U. S. O. 
workers "got on tho Job."

A.-, long 
day in the III' 
week ago thi 
Miss Ste;.I

rrd-lettris she lives, Thursday, July l(i, will I; 
fe of Miss Maxine Steele. That was" tti 
lat she-was the gue>t of Mrs. Franklin t). Roosevelt, 
daughter"^! Mr. and Mrs. Can Steele of 1320 Cota

ave ending her vacation trip In the east coast and will

MISS MAXINE STEELE
. . guest ut Val-Kill Cottage

Mrs. Roosevelt 
Tells of Local 
Girl's Visit

She h 
sight M,. 
last Sali 
pression: 
ROOM ve 
Excerpt:

is been a very busy 
i but she, found time 
rday to write her im-

 ith Mr
It tu her pan-ntf here, 
i from her letter follow: 

"My luncheon Thursday was 
wonderful. 1 went out to Mrs. 
Roosevelt's Val-Kill cottage near 
Poughkeepsie and was wel 
comed so cordially. Three other 
girls my age were there and we 
all got along fine together. Be 
sides we four girls there were 
two fecretarics and Mrs. Henry 
Morgenthau (wife of the Sec 
retary of the Treasury I for 
lunch. The ladies had arrived 
from Boston 20 minutes before.

AttemlK Rerrpticii
"We had fruit juice,' tomato

salad, sliced ham and tongue, a

published

yester- 
> e o p I

Mrs. Roosevelt in her syndi 
cated newspaper column "My 
Day" had this ti 
Friday date-line. 
Monday, about ti 
Steele to Val Kill:

"Our luncheon guest 
day were three young 
from New Jersey and a youn 
school teacher, whom Congress 
man Geyer had asked me to sei 
She turned out tj be a very 
charming girl from Los Angeles 
who had come east to spend a 
few short hours with her fiance, 
who is on a merchant ship now 
bound tin- South America. She 
is finishing her stay In this part 
of the country with a llttl 
sightseeing in New York City, 
took these young people over to 

the library and-then, at 4:30, 
 sts began to arrive at my 

mother-in-law's house, where the 
Hampton quartet sang for us."

City Buys More 
Tax-Deeded Land

Agreement for the purchase of 
number of, parcels of tax- 

deeded property by the city from
the county" was scheduled for 
ipproval this week by the board 

of supervisors.
formal agreement was for 

warded to the supervisors late 
'It by City Clerk A. H. 

Bartlett. All' of the properties 
:iave been tax deeded for six 
pears or longer, and the city is 
a re-sell the, parcels to private 
niyers. More than 100 parcels 
re Involved.
The purchase had, been held 

up pending' the reaching of an 
the purchase price. 

This finally was agreed upon

fluffy omelet, raspbi 
.......ous chocolate cake and
fee. I thought I was i 
After lunch we chatted and Mrs. 
Roosevelt knitted. Then we four 
girls talked and Mrs. Roosevelt 
callea the President and talked 
to him from that very room   
we were so thrilled!

"We then got. into her grey 
convertible Buick and went over 
to the Franklin D. Roosevelt li 
brary. She paid for our tickets 
and left us at the back door. 
After we had been shown around 
we went through the garden and 
UVI.T to the "big house" as she 
called it. That was the house at 
Hyde Park. A reception was go 
ing on so we drank some iced 
tea and progressed to the living 
room. A Negro quartet from 
Hampton University sang and 

(Continued on Page 4-A)

Off From City 
Subsidy Fund

By a three-to-two vote vlth
vell-Murray-Babcock bloc i 
majority, the Torran

Rambo Exposes 
Felonious Crime

Chamber of Commerce 
cisively cut off from Its ai 
municipal subsidy Tuesday nite

Bluntly and with the calm dispassion of a surgeon 
de- j wielding a scalpel on some malignant growth, C. J. Rambo, 
mal, c jty auoitor for 14 years until 1940, informed the city 

council and a large audience Tuesday night of what he. 
I termed was the "boldest and crudest methods of changes' 
and alterations" in court records he had ever seen.

:ity council meeting. On 
tion by Councilman Powell, the : 
city clerk ^was instructed to not-! 
ify the chamber at once that thej These alterations, Rambo declared constituting "a 
council will not appropriate any] diabolical, dastardly attempt to sabotage the good name of
money to the civic organization 
during the present fiscal year.

Powill announced receipt of a 
ettcr from the chamber dated 
(unc 17 in which that organiz- 
ition repotted Its budget a,s 

$7,145 for the current year. He
lid that in the past 14 years 

the city has appropriated "about
170,000" for the chamber and
n my opinion has received lit-
e benefit from it.
"The taxpayers built the build 

ing the chamber now occupies
view of the fact that thi 

city needs all the money it can 
a dream! I Set, I make the following re 

commendation: 1 want it under 
stood that the Chamber of 
Commerce has Its place in the
community but it 
i-r ith own expe 
will allow them t

should should-
.-. Th. 
use of the

city

building but the city clerk is to
notify the chamber at once the
city council will not appropriate

(Continued on Page 4-A)

These Little Girls 
Don't Like Driving 
Autos Anymore

There are two little girls in 
arrance who don't have any 

desire to learn to drive a car . . 
They've already driven for the 

ty first time and were In 
volved in the strangest accident 
of the year to date.

Last Sunday evening, the 
youngsters were sitting in a ma- 

L' parked in a drive-way at 
N. W. Rathbun home, 1443 

verc 'playing 
and somehow

Post,, ave. <.Thcy 
they were driving 
released the brakes and pcrhapt

he sessed valuation less $50.

ted the motoi 
Anyway, according to pollc

reports, the car rolled out of th<
driveway, gained speed an* ., 
backed into a car owned by 

fact; E. Jerome of Los Ange- 
 s, who was visiting across the

street at the R. A. Huber home,
1444 Post ave.

The Impact shoved Miss Jc- 
ime's car several feet up on 
le lawn, knocked out pieces of

the cement curbing and badly
damaged both machines. 

The little girls were unhurt
but badly scared.

Take This With You 
To the Voting Poll 
Here Next Tuesday

MEASURES SUBMITTED TO VOTE OF VOTERS

"Shall LAWRENCE V. BABCOCK
be recalled from the office of member 
of the City Council, City of Torrance?"

"Shall JOHN V. MURRAY be
recalled from the office of member 
of the City Coyncil, City of Torrance?"

"Shall GEORGE V. POWELL be
recalled from the office of member 
of the City Council, City of Torrance?"

"If the recall prevails shall the 
Council fill the vacancy or vacancies

by appoint m on I, or call a special 
election for that purpose?"

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

By
Appoint-

By
SpMitl
El.ction

X

X

X

X

Cost of Audits 
Totals '1,587

Contending that only one aud- 
I it, costing $750, was ordered by 
! the city council during the con 
troversy surrounding dismissal 
of former Judge Robert Lessing, 
Councilman Lawrence V. Bab- 
cock at council session Tuesday 
night declared The Herald wafi 
in error in asserting the audit I 
lees "amounted to $1.800."

However, when asked by Gro 
ver C. Whyte, publisher of The 
Herald, to give the itemized ac 
count of the audits he had just 
received from City Clerk A. 
Bartlett, Babcock read off the 
following figures:

"$300.00 for an audit of the 
city books following the death of 
L. O. Stevens, deputy city clerk; 
$1,112.50 for a quarterly audit 
made November 14, 1938; $425 
for a separate audit of the wat 
er department records, and $750 
for an audit of 'May 27, 1941 
covering the city court for a six 
and one-half year period." This 
totalled $1,587.50.

The Herald last week reported 
Three special audits were au 

thorized by the city council en 
tailing an expense to Torrance 
taxpayers alone of $1,587.50."

a fellow citizen" (former Judga Robert Lessing) made him 
wonder "if since I had censed to be auditor for the city 
whether Torrance was still a part of thr Democracy or in Little 
Russia."

The only direct response to Rambo'.s sensational charges of 
criminal forgery of court records since hip last survey of those 
books was a motion by Councilman John V. Murray instructing 
Lcgan G. Cotton, present city auditor who made a special In 
vestigation of the court records May 12 costing S750. to clarify 
his.report at the next council session. Even this explanation of 
the fraudulent records will not lx> given publicly until after the 
July 29 recall'election because the- next council meeting is- sched 
uled for August 12.

Revelations G:> L'iii|ut<stlai
Following his statement, nu one 

asked a single question concerning tl 
sords that make Judge Lessing appeal 
conduct "in office. There was no conn

il, Unanswered 
councilman or spectator  
changes in the court re- 

responsible for gross-mis 
t-lit about the Rambo re- 
examples ol how the al- 
loard in front of the jam-

luncll chamber. The only questions and comments from 
n George V. Powell, Leonard V. Babcock and Murray

velations' which wen npanieU by
made, drav

County Grand Jury In 
the' court records to be1

terations
packed <n
Councils
referred to their appearance before
1940, a year before it was possible
altered arid changed.

"When I examined records of the city court on July 5 I 
saw one of the boldest and^crudest methods of changes and al 
terations I have ever seen in my public life." Kambo declared. 
"i will show you just what I saw." He then went to a large . 
blackboard and drew what he said was a "copy of a page of a 
purported audited report May 12, 1941 of thh city court setting 
forth 15 cases dating back to January 1937~t«l! alleging .shortage 
in Lesising's accounts."

Cites Examples tit Altered Kvc-unts
An exact copy of his blackboard illustration follows:

00

Four Noted Movie 
Personalities Will 
Entertain Rotarians

Headlining the Torrance Rot 
ary Club's program this evening 
will bo four well known motion 
picture and radio personalities, 
who are appearing in behalf of 
the Young American Flyers' 
club. Vincent Barnett, comedian 
and "ribber," who has co-starred 
In some 15U motion pictures, will 
be master of ceremonies and 
give the principal talk.

Supporting Barnett will be 
Edith Fellows, talented 18 year 
old radio vocalist and star of 
the picture, "Her First Ro 
mance." Others who will be, in 
troduced for brief remarks In 
clude Bobby Jordan, one of the 
Dead End Kids', and Jlmmlc Dav- 

star ol the radio program,
"Wings 
broadcast

Youth," which 
over KMPC each

Saturday morning from 10:30 to 
11:30. William R. Murray, repre 
senting the Y. A. F. Club, will 
Introduce Barnett.

Rotarlans are bringing their 
wives and other guests to din 
ner and program. A capacity 
crowd Is expected at tho Ameri 
can Legion clubhouse for the 
exceptional program, which was 
arranged by Grover C. Whytc, 
publisher of The Torranct Her 
ald. The Herald Is sponsoring a 
Torrancu Squadron of the Y.A.F. 
and all boys and girls In this 
community are Invited to join.

JO.
(I

BEFORE . . . how entries in court records looked 
before criminal alterations were made.

AFTER . . . here's how the same entries appeared 
after someone had "doctored" them recently.

"A memorandum of a $.1.00 suspended fine liad been 
checked by myself In I'J.W und later by un auditor for Hie 
dlhtrlct attorney'* urflc-c. Two week* ugo tlitit nutation looked 
like this," he Mild, writing tile example l>elow to show how 
$o.OO had been changed to $'><> and the "iilspvmled" crowed 
out to make It appear UK though a $.~>0 fine hud Ix'.eii levied 
am! collected.

"Here we turn- a '$5.00 suspended' Item becoming $60. 
The dot in the center of the '0' making I he T>0' IN still appar 
ent and the 'ftuN]>eiided' Is murked out. I'll give you another 
Instance: '$10.00' with my audit check murk and un Item 
audited at least three time* hi the piist lias IM-COIIH- -*70.00' 
when someone crudely changed the 'I' to u '7'.

"The difference In writing and color of ink permits no possi 
ble mistake and my check mark is still then'. Photographs and 
micro-examination will prove this line drawn through the word 
Vuspendod' was most recent," Rambo pointed out;

"That's the type of evidence that accuses Lessing of a 
shortage," Rambo said. . *

Itt-callH Slurring Remarks ut Council Sessions 
Prefacing1 his statement with the reminder that he and his 

firm (md served the city of Torrance for 14 years from 1926 to 
1940, Rambo suld that his company, lor more than 2ti years has

accounting and grand jury 
rpeciallst lii the west for this 
of It than any other concern

specialized exclusively In municipal 
auditing, that his firm is the only ": 

o of accounting and we do more 
in the west."

"I have heard and reuil a number of slurring tuul de 
rogatory rciuarkx made here and across the council (able re 
garding myself and my ciimpiuiy 111 recent weeks. I um here 
to make definite, Independent statements lor tin- bi-ncrit of 
thi) city council and the peopl« of TurruiHt*."

"Two weeks ago last Saturday, July 5, 1 saw U|K>n the offic 
ial records of the city court come things that made me fhlnk. 
I had to wonder that since 1 had ceased to be auditor for the 
city whether Toirance was still part of the Democracy or In Lit 
tle Russia. .

Analyst-it I'urdiftn- of Water System'
"We have heard a lot about sabotage, political Intrigue and 

(Continued on 1'Hge 4-A)


