
Local Student Wins 
Radio Quiz Contest

What Is the largest waterway In the US.?
That's right It la the Mississippi RIVer.
Eleven-year -old Bernard Smith of Torrance "just

guessed at that one" and so he won the Kids' Quiz contest
program presented over KECA last Thursday night and Is
now awaiting delivery of a World
Book Encyclopedia valued at $98

'  Bernard, son of Mr. and Mrs 
Harold P. Smith of 2014 Tor 
ranee boulevard, quizzed down 
five other boys and two girls 
on the program. It was his, first 
radio appearance but "It dldn'l 
bother me much I Just spoke 
up when It wag my turn." The 
young contestants represented 
various schools and Bernard was 
on the program as a .student 
from Torrance Elementary school 
where he Is In the A6 grade. 

HOD Decided Career
Hid dad kept score In the aud 

ience and several other Tor 
ranee boys and girls were In 
the studio to cheer   Bernard's 
victory. A girl won second place 
in the "do you know?" contest. 
Bernard's mother, Mrs. Alameda 
Smith, a former president of the 
Elementary P.T.A., kept tab on 
her husband as he checked the 
score of the young contestants.

Bernard, who was born In Den 
ver, Colorado,' wants to be a 
chemical or. architectural engin 
eer when he grows up. He likes 
to read and play ball and Prin 
cipal Leonard Dykes of the Ele- 

. mentary school says he is a 
' fine student.

"I'm going to read that En 
cyclopedia from cover-to-covcr 
when It' arrives," he said. 
"You've got to know things to

, got along In this world."

N. S. Worker 
Fatally Hurt; 
Rites Today

—Torrann Herald Photo

BERNARD SMITH
. ha* a lot of reading to do

he was checking.for the Nationa 
Supply Company, Joseph Ray 
mond Howarth,< 28, pf Los An 
geles, was caught In moving 
parts of a pump rig on the Lcs 
lio-Madlson lease on Opp street

fractured skull last Friday-af 
ternoon: He succumbed a few 
hpura later at"a 'hos}HtaT

Sir.' Hownrth was working in 
 the field as a sales engineer for 
the National Supply. He had been 
With that firm since July 1934 
and was recently transferred to 
the sales engineering depart 
ment. In addition to his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Howarth, 
he was survived by two brothers 
and a sister.

. The funeral , service will be 
held at 11 o'clock this morning 
(Tuesday) at Breesee Brothers 
and dinette, 980 West Washing 
ton' boulevard,: Los Angeles.

M.W.D. Reservoir 
Is Dedicated As
lakeMathewst-, ...

Southern California's newest 
and one of Its largest lakes, con 
taining 30 billion gallons of Col 
orado River Aqueduct . water 
was officially dedicated last Sat 
urday afternoon.

It was Lake Mathews, main 
storage reservoir on the 'glnnt 
aqueduct of the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern Cal 
ifornia located on the western 
end of the main aqueduct about 
ten miles southwest of River 
side.

SHORT SCHOOL WEEK
Tomorrow (Wednesday) will bo 

the last day o) school this week 
because of the usual Thanksgiv 
ing holidays Thursday and Fri 
day.

Assessor Wants 
More Help to 
Prepare Report

Services of six additional clerks 
will be. required if the county as 
sessor is to supply the board of 
supervisors with a list of all
ropertloB assessed at $25,000 or 

over which show a reduction for 
1940 under" 1939, the supervisors 
were advised today.

County Assessor Jonn R. Qulnn 
said this would entail work 
which his. office was not pre 
pared to perform under its lim 
ited budget. It will require six 
'more clerks not less than three 
weeks,,he estimated, and said he 
would be happy to furnish the 
Information If he had the money, 
or If It Is supplied by the super 
visors.

'The map book records of this
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White Christmas 
Motif of Street 
Decorations Here

It's going to be a White 
Christmas in Torrance this year. 

Directors of the Torrance Bus 
iness Men's Association decided 
on the all-white color scheme for 
the downtown street decorations 
late last week and now a crew 
of painters and carpenters are 

work getting the displays 
ready under the direction of Mrs 
2ora Bohrer of the city recrea 
tion department and Chairman 
Robert McCallum of the Associ 
ation.

The huge candles that adorned 
:he ornamental light standards 
Jiruout the business section of 
the city last Yulctide are being 
re-decorated to conform to the 
White Christmas motif. They 
will carry sprays of palm leaves, 
whitened and glistening «(lth 
'snow" ami in the center of the 

streets there will be large white 
bells.

Flan Window Contest 
All business and professional 

Irms having show windows are 
urged fo enter the contest spon 
sored by the Business Men's 
Association for the best-decor 1 
ated windows having a winter 
motif. First, second and third 
place trophies are to be award' 
cd by the Association after i 
committee of judges selects the 
best windows during the holl 
day week.

It Is planned to have the 
street decorations up'by Nov. 28 
when the strings of colored lights 
will be turned on for.the first 
time. Efforts are being made to 
turn the entire business district 
into a gala Yuletide "open house" 
for this beginning of the Christ 
mas shopping season in Tor 
rance.

 how a continuous valuation rec 
ord of more than 20 years,' 
Qulnn added. ^'Practically every 
structure In Los Angeles'county
 eceived a reduction this year, 
vhich Included more than 400,000 
Iwelllngs with an average de 

preclation of about 10 percent- 
"In addition, land values were 

reduced over a wide base to 
bring the values In line with 
oresent day levels," Qulnn said. 
The supervisors are expected to 
decide next Tuesday whether 
they will allow the- employment 
of the .six additional clerks nec 
essary for them to have the in 
formation about cuts in . valua-

To Build Chlorination 
Station Near Reservoir

Work Is scheduled to begin 
sofore the end of the month on

Chlorination station for the dis 
tribution system' of the Metro 
politan water 'system in' (he 
Palos Verdes area, one mile 
southeast of Torrance. Contract- 
ng Engineers Company of Los 

Angeles submitted the low bid 
at $13,757.

Sunday Rain Amounts 
to .34 of Inch Here

Sunday's rainstorm here 
amounted to .34 of an Inch, ac 
cording to firemen who checked 
the rain gauge atop the fire 
department garage.

The total for the. season to 
date now stands at 1.64 Inches 
as compared with 6.10 Inches 
at this date last year.

Mrs. John Tolson 
Succumbs Sunday

Mrs. Allie E. Tolson,- wife of 
John S. Tolson and mother of 
former Mayor William H. Tolson, 
passed away at 9:15 o'clock Sun 
day evening-at her home, 1421 
Madrid avenue, after a short ill 
ness. She was 68 years of age 
and had a great many friends 
who knew her as a woman of 
rare character. Mrs. Tolson had 
made her home In Torrance for 

past 21 years.
. native of Erath county, 

Texas, Mrs. Tolson came to Cali 
fornia 31 years ago. She was a 
life-long member of the Baptist 
church. In addition to her hus 
band and son William, Mrs. Tol 
son Is survived by three other 
Sons, Curtls C., of 2224 West 
220th street; H. M., of Gardena, 
and Claude E., of Los Angeles; 
two sisters, Mrs. Lafe Johnson 
of Gardena and Mrs. May Driver 
of Waco, Texas, and a brother, 
Press Goen.

The funeral will be held Wed 
nesday afternoon, Nov. 20, at 2 
o'clock at Stone and Mycrs' 
chapel with Rev. C. Miles North- 
rup, pastor of the First Baptist 
church, officiating. Interment will 
Ije at Roosevelt Memorial park.

Thanks for the land of America,
For reasons 'a little child knows,
Its springtimes, its warm-summer sunshine,
The peace of its white winter snows.

Thanks for the wealth of America,
Its forests and prairies and hills,
For the challenge to build and to conquer,
For its farms and its mines and its mills.

Thanks for the spirit of America, 
That shines out far over the sea, 
A proof to the world and all nations 
That a land can grow great and be free.

Thanks for the strength of America, 
A giant that has slumbereti so long. 
And now stirs in its might and its vigor, 
A nation awakened and strong.

Thanks for the love of America, 
Love of family, of home and of land. , 
While we cherish and guard and defend these 
The American Dream shall yet stand.

 Stanton M. Meyer.

MARCH OF RIMES
— A FISH TALE —————— By H. F. NOAKE —

Horatio Potts could about for joy, for that great day 
was near at hand, on which he'd planned to steal away, 
with rod and reel and once more sit upon the bank, and 
oast a line In some small stream, where 
wily trout match wlta with all who come, 
to make a haul. In preparation for the trip 
be bought the moat expensive things; a 
twenty dollar rod, and thirteen more for 

»ju»t a reel. And files, of finest make, the 
kind, it's claimed, a trout would nwlm a 
mile to take. Next day by noon, he'd found 
a spot which seemed ideal, and soon, the 
-reel began to sing with every cast; but, sad 
to say the trout were not about. The hours NOAKE 
flew swiftly past, likewise the fish; so Potts, 
at last packed up to start for home. Walking down the 
stream he came upon a boy, a ragged, lad who only had a 
pole he'd made, to which was tied a piece of string; and 
for a hook, he'd used a pin. But, by his side were heaps of 
fish, which Potts, poor fellow, npied. 'Nlco mess of trout,' 
said PotU, to.wuicli the boy replied, 'Trout nothlu'; them is 
perch. TJMs creek ain't seen a trout ain.ce Cawy Jones 
MflMN tfuV

NEXT ISSUE 
OUT FRIDAY

The office of this newspaper 
will be closed all day Thurs 
day   Thanksgiving: Day but 
the staff will report bright and 
early Friday, Nov. 22, to Issue 
the next edition at 1 pan. that 
day.

Today's Issue contains many 
suggestions for your Thanks 
giving dinner menu and the 
entire staff hopes that you'll 
enjoy a pleasant time with 
your relatives and friends 
around the festive board!

S40.000 In Yule 
Funds Due Here

One of Torrancc's greatest 
Christmas shopping seasons lies 
list ahead, judging from th> 

outpouring of Christmas fund: 
scheduled to go to members of 
Bank of America's Christmas 
Club in a few weeks. In this 
city alone, an estimated $40,000 
will be paid out to approxi 
mately 875 club members, ac 
cording to figures just released 
by Dean L. Sears, manager of 
the bank.

Throughout the. state some 
260,000 club members will rc- 

; a grand total of about 
$16,000,000, which is more than 
14 per cent higher than last 
year and Is also an all-time high 
mark for the nation. Bank of I 

(Continued on Page 2) I

Sons of Legion
Area Assembly BuSl'dBSS Men 
on '41 Calendar

One of the big- events for 
1941 was placed on the calen 
dar last Saturday as result of 
a vote In Hollywood which 
gave the third annual Fourth 
Area meeting of the. Sons of 
the American Legion to Tor 
rance for the first Saturday 
next Jane.

This will be an all-day af 
fair with competition for drum 
and bugle corps, bands, drill 
teams and color guards In the 
morning, a huge parade and 
business meeting hi the after 
noon and a dance In the eve 
ning. Robert LeweJlen of this 
city was named general chair; 
man of the program.

Legion Host to

All heads of business' firms 
who cooperated with the Tor 
rance American Legion Post In 
observing Armistice Day by 
closing their shops and stores 
will be guests of the ex-service 
men at a dinner program to 
night at *6:30 o'clock.

Other guests will be Lejjion 
members who have paid their 
1941 dues and Don Hitchcock 
and Clifford Totten, Torrance 
representatives at the California 
Boys' State gathering in Sacra 
mento last summer. A program 
of uncensored World War II
movies will be sere 
Ing the dinner, a 
Commander Edwin

'ned follow 
:cording I 
V. Bjrd.

Union Service 
in Auditorium 
On Thursday

All resident!) of Torrance 
and vicinity are cordially In 
vlteU /co participate In the 
Union Thanksgiving Service to 
be held in the Civic Auditor 
ium Thursday morning. Nov. 
21, beginning at 10 o'clock.

The service will be spon 
sored by the Torrance minis 
terial Association and Rev. H. 
W. Roloff, pastor of the Cen 
tral Evangelical church, will 
preside.

Rev. Thomas R. Marshall, 
vicar of St. Andrew's Episcopal 
church, will give the Scripture 
reading appropriate to the day 
and. Rev. Harry G. Branton, 
pastor of tile Methodist 
church, will offer the Thanks 
giving prayer.

The President's Thanksgiving 
Day proclamation will be read 
by Rev. Frank T. Porter, pas 
tor of the First Christian 
church, and Rev. C. Miles 
Northup, First Baptist church 
pastor, will deliver the ser 
mon. Interspersed in the ser 
vice will be congregational 
singing.

Series of Town 
Hall Meetings 
Begins Dec. 3

Hear ye! Hear ye! Hear ye
All good residents of Tor 

ranee interested in their com 
munlty's welfare and progres, 
are.invited to attend the firs 
of a series of Town Hall meet 
ings in the Civic Auditoriun 
Tuesday night, Dec. 3, at I 
o'clock.

The initial open-forum sessioi 
will primarily be devoted to < 
discussion of the proposed Boys 
Club for, the-city and after thi; 
is explained and time given foi 
questions from' the audience, th( 
meeting will be opened for gen 
eral comments On other civi< 
matters.

Sponsored by the Torrance 
Chamber of Commerce, in 
operation with the Junior Cham- 

and the Coordinating Coun 
ell, the Town Hall meetings an 
to be held at regular interval:- 
following the holiday season 
The Boys' Club proposal gets 
the first spot because the city 
must make .-a decision on 
whether or not it should be 

:rtaken in order to secure 
National Youth Administration 
and WPA assistance, according 
;o City Judge Kobert Lcsslng.

Pro and Con of Registration of Firearms 
Make National Defense Part of Argument

FOR REGISTRATION AGAINST REGISTRATION
By EOWIN A. BIRD, 

Commander, Torrance Post, American Legion

Normandie Owners 
Meet Here Tonight

All property owners In the 
Normandie Avenue special as 
sessment district are urged to 
attend a final meeting on re 
moval of the Mattoon Act en 
cumbrances tonight (Tuesday) 
at 7:30 o'clock In the Levy Hall, 
1526 Cravens avenue, across 
from the Torrance fire station

Property owners who paid 
tholr last year's taxes In full 
an: entitled to n refund and a 
representative of the Torrance 
National bank will be at th* 
meeting to distribute ftht*«

v

In regard to your recent letter addressed to Chief of Police 
John Stroh of the city of Torrance In which you oppose, on behalf 
of the National Rifle Association, the passage of an ordinance re 
quiring the registration of all firearms within this city: Because 
the   Torrance American Legion Post sponsored this ordinance, I 
have requested the privilege of* 
replying to your letter on be- 
half of the Post. For your in 
formation the ordinance was de 
signed to assist the police de 
partment In tracing'stolen fire 
arms and In a measure prevent 
the distribution of firearms to 
persons who might use them to 
commit unlawful acts. I fall to 
understand where any restriction 
of personal liberties is Involved 
or might become Involved. .

Certainly no restriction as to 
the possession of firearms is of 
fered or Intended. In fact, In my 
humble opinion, the only persons 
who could have objection to the 
passage of the ordinance are 
those who might have reason to

By F. M. HAKENJOS, 
Administrative Officer, National Rifle Association

I want to thank you (Police Chief John Stroh) for giving u 
an opportunity to read the firearms ordinance which has beei 
proposed for your city. I am sorry that we are not able to agrei 
with your belief that this Is a good ordinance, but for many year 
we have been consistently voicing our opposition to any propose'

conceal the fact of such posses 
sion.

Fears Said Ill-Founded
It Is recognized that criminals 

and subversive elements will not 
readily present their firearms 
for registration and therein lies 
the strength of the ordinance. 
Recovery of stolen firearms will 
enable the police to hold the in 
dividual found In possession on 
additional charges, as well as re 
turning the firearms to rightful 
owners.

Your fears concerning the pos 
sible passage of further restric 
tion laws lire ill- founded. If ever 
the time comes that it shall be 
unlawful for any American to

itation, competitive shoots or

Proposed Law Provides
THAT no person In Torraitce shall have In his possession, 

whether on his person or otherwise, any "pistol, revolver, shot 
gun, rifle or other f'rearm without having registered such fire 
arm with the Chief of Police." That officer must give owners 
of firearms a. card, without charge, bearing the description of 
weapon. This 'card shall not be considered as a permit to carry 
concealed weapons.

THAT any person guilty of violation of the ordinance shall 
be subject to a fine of not more than $100 or Imprisonment in 
the' city Jail for not more, than SO days or both fine and Jail 
term.

Police Chief John Struh said today that he would continue 
to register firearms voluntarily brought to the police station 
as a "measure of protection" to owners. Ik-curds of the serial 
numbers of such weapons will be kept for reference In cu*u 
guns are reported stolenjiegald.______________.______

I gun 
tion

the protection of his home, then 
we shall truly have lost our 
democracy.

By the same token, It Is our 
opinion that the Indiscriminate, 
unlawful possession of firearms 
constitutes an equal threat by 
the undermining of our forces of 
luw and order and our national 
defense.

Resents Intrusion
Every other country in the 

world requires the registration of 
firearms as a matter of national 
policy. In many of them, mere 
posseatlon of firearms Is a oapl- 

(Continued on Page t)

which would have tendency
to restrict the ownership and use 
of firearms, cither as a national, 
state or local measure. We op 
pose this type of legislation as 
a national policy because we 
ft'ol that it Is not in keeping 
with the democratic principles 
upon which our nation was 
founded.

I believe you will understand 
the reasoning behind this atti 
tude a little better If I will re 
fresh your mind with the ex 
periences of the European na 
tions. Nearly every European

registration or gun reside-
law In effect. 

The outstanding exception: 
were Switzerland and Finland 
In Switzerland It Is .mandatory 
for every male citizen to pos 
sess a rifle In his home and tc 
engage in target practice al 
least once a year. Switzerland 
still retains independence! Ev 
erybody Is familiar with thi 
stand made by Finland against 
the Russian invasion.

Law Hampered British 
The experience of the citizen; 

of these two small nations con 
trasts sharply with the experi 
ence of the Germans who founr 
that the registration of their 
firearms was later followed by 
confiscation of their firearms 
and later by the domination of 
the nation by a small group of 
armed Nazi Storm Troopers 
The story In Italy was the same 
as In Germany. The registration 
of firearms was required in 
France and the resultant lack of 
knowledge of the use of firearms 
was one contributing factpr In 
the downfall of that nation.

England has required the reg 
istration of firearms since 1920 
and the British law Is the model 
for gun registration laws In this 
country. At the present time the 
British government is asking 
American sportsmen to donate 
their sporting arms for the dc-

(Contlnucd on Page 2)

Draft Volunteers 
Get Send-Off 
Friday Morning
, Next Friday morning, Nov. 2& 
at 9 o'clock four young nien 
will report at Selective Service 
Board No. 280 headquarters at 
1337 El Prado in Torrance. From 
there they will bo escorted by 
members of the board and other, 
residents of the community to 
the Torrance city hall steps 
where Chairman Carl D. Steele 
will hand them their Induction^ 
papers and orders.

Those four men Alan AurS 
Arlin, 22, and Robert Edward 
Dlttmer, 23, both of 14800 South 
Western avenue, Gardens; D8» 
mon Oscar Shields, 24, of 6lS 
Avenue C, Redondo Beach, an4 
Fred Jansen, Jr., 22, of 17282 
Dutton avenue, Gardena corn- 
pose the first unit to go front 
this Selective Service district 
into Army training for one yeah 

Following a brief ceremony, 
details of which are still 
arranged, the volunteer 
will be taken to the Indi 
center at 406 South Main 
Los Angeles, in a Torrance 
car. Together with 485 
young men who will make' _ 
Los Angeles county's first draft 
quota, Board No. 280's volun 
teers will probably be sent 
the Army reception center 
Fort MacArthur in San 
to .start their training at once.: 

Next Quota in January
Chairman Steele, A. E. 

ron and O. C. Fields, mi 
of the Selective Service 
for Torrance, Lomita, Pa 
Verdes, El Nido and 
of Redondo Beach and Garde) 
have invited leading citizens of 
those communities to attend the 
patriotic ceremonies in Toi 
Friday morning.

Because the December 
quota has been postponed on ac 
count of the holidays U n c 1 e 
Sam is going to let his prospec 
tive trainees enjoy Christina*,. 
andiNew Year's at home ther* 
will not be another selection of 
draftees in this area "until mid- 
January.

Twenty-two year old Alan A. 
Arlin, the district's No. 1 trainee.

a carpenter. His friend, Robert 
E. Dittmer, is also a carpenter. 
Damon O. Shields of KodondOf 
s unemployed and Fred Jensen, 
Jr., is a service station salesman 

Gardena.
Carl Marsteller. chief clerk at 

Board No. 280, and his staff la
ntinuing to send out draft 

questionnaires at the rate of 
per day. The local dlstrkit 

has 3,009 young men between 
21 and 35 registered at the 
nt time.

Two Hurt In Skid 
Crashes Here Sunday

Wet streets Sunday caused two 
ccldents In Torrance which re- 
ultcd in Injuries to two men, ac 

cording to po 
lice reports.

Frank Side" 
b o t h a m, 69, 
was severely 
hurt In mid-- 
morning when 
his car skidded

1
KILLED and

58
Injured in Auto

to d«t. 1940. and struck a 
power pole at 

epulveda avenue while he WM 
riving south on Narbonne ave- 
ue. He was taken to his home 

2173 237th street where he 
was treated for contusions of 
he right side of his chest and 

possible spinal Injury. 
A few hours later, Chester 

Codd, 1413 West 220th street, 
slightly hurt on. Carson 

treet. He was driving west and 
jctween Border and Abalone 
trects a car ahead of him slowed 
o stop. Codd turned out to pass 
te machine, skidded and lost 
ontrol of his car which struck 

tree. He went to the hospital 
or treatment of head cuts.


