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OIL RIG Construction is Job for Experts

BASE . . . for all oil well opera 
tions i« constructed of concrete.

25 YEARS OF SERVICE
This city's first elementary 

school was originally located on 
Cabrillo avenue when it was 
opened 25 years ago this month. 
It is now on Martina avenue.

WHAT GOES INTO A DERRICK?
Do you know what go^s into 

an oil derrick?
Torrance residents are familiar 

with their dark spires rising 
against the horizon but do you 
know the average height of a rig?

The Herald asked a veteran 
derrick-builder for the details 
on a rig's component parts and 
learned that:

A rig is 130 feet high, fastened

to its foundation with throe- 
quarter-inch bolts.

It is 24'feet square at the base 
and five feet eight inches square 
at the top.

Each base has about 35 yards 
of concrete in its foundation.

About 54,000 feet of lumber is 
used in the base, tower and 
housing.

The timbers are fastened to

gether with more than 700 pounds 
of nails.

It takes about a day to build 
the base, a day to erect the tow 
er and a day to complete the 
housing.

From seven to nine men com 
pose an oil-drilling crew and 
they are paid about $16 per day 
each.

A rig costs approximately $2,- 
500 to construct.

CITV'S NEWEST SCHOOL
Fern Avenue school is the last 

educational plant to be estab-' 
lished here. It was opened nine ! 
years ago this month.
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SPUDDING IN ... rig is com 
plete and drilling can proceed.

GOING Lr P...Iii« builder., wait 
for timber to be hoisted up.

TRAIN FOB WORK
Torrance high school stresses 

vocational studies to fit stu 
dents for adult life. Even girls 
take some of the shop courses 
offered.

BAND WHK.C: ... Workmen put 
ting all-important band wheel 

in place. This is one of the 
largest pieces of equipment at 
any new oil well drilling Job.

MACHINERY . . . plays a niaj 
role in all drilling operation 
There are many types of drill 
ing equipment but they all have 
one thing in common all are 
expensive. Installation is a job 
for strong men with infinite 
patience. Well-riggers appear 
to have that admirable qualit

FIRST BABY REWARDED
The first baby born at Tor 

rance Memorial hospital, Tor 
rance Frost, who arrived May 
23, 1925, won a prize of $50.

FIVE POINT and ETHYL
GASOLINE

VISITORS WELCOME 
AT TRANSMITTER

Twenty-five thotiMand viHitorw initperted radio'* most mod 
ern ntudio plant in the firftt three monthH of operation by Sta 
tion KNX of its Columbia Square facilities In Hollywood.

Now, the name tourist "radlo-innpectorH" also may see how 
a tranmnlttf-r, which likewlne embodies the newest Improve- 
tnentM of electrical and architectural science, energize* the air 
with Hound* blended under perfect condition* In thoHe HtudloH.

VlnitorM who winh to Inspect the new tranHinltter In Tor 
rance will !M» welcome from 3 to 5 p. m., each Wednesday, Sat 
urday and Sunday. A regular licensed radio engineer will con 
duct partl<*H through the new plant here. He IH able to answer 
the question* of the expert electrical engineer a* well an thorn* 
of the Interested layman.

'Christmas Trees' 
Replace Rigs 
In Oil Fields

Exponents of civic beautifica- 
tion who may scorn the man- 
made forest of derricks in the 
South Torrance oil field should 
remember that the black spires 
gradually decrease in a few 
years, being replaced by "Christ 
mas trees" of gates and vnlves 
at w*fll sites.

The state division of oil and 
gas recently reported that the 
Southern California derrick for 
ests are on the wane. Noting 
that the average layman identi 
fies the derricks as the actual 
well rather than the underground 
structure, the division pointed 
out the overhead derrick is only

part of the operating mechanism.
(loar* Up Field 

Development of the steel der 
rick provided a unit which can

CHAIRMAN ... of the Torrance 
branch of the American Red 
Cross is Mrs. Flora McDonald. 
She is beginning her fifth year 
of local service with this great 
world wide humanitarian body.
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well is brought in. Operators 
customarily leave the wooden 
rig at the scene of operations. 
Both types permit occasional 
work, such as bailing or pulling 
the rods and tubing, to be per 
formed.

When Good Fellows Get Together
—— It's Usually At ——

JOHNNY ROGERS

FAMOUS CHILI SHOP
FAMOUS FOR—

  C/'hili and Sandwiches
  Cocktail*

1437 Marcelina Ave.

Mixed Urink* 
Ice ('old Boer

Torrance

Hancock 
Torrance Dealei

2053 Torrance Boulevard

STAR PETROLEUM COMPANY
of California, Ltd.

112 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California


