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Niii'bontt^s 
for 18 Year 

k to Larger V
firlpgitig to ah' end a < 

Its people and organisations 
**( years, Miss Cleihontlnn (Jo 

Narbonne high school's ablt 
time, wns assigned late last \ 
beginning with the 1938-39 term 
^n September. The assignment 
together with - some 10 other 
changes .(n school management 
In the Los Angeles city system 
was announced by the board o 
education. 

MISB Griffin, who won the es 
teem and friendship of students 
parents and civic leaders for her 
many services to the Lomita 
community, wlir be succeeded by 
John Leslie Abbott, former boys 
vice-principal at Susan M. Dorsey 
Junior high school. .The Nar- 
bohne principal transfer was the 
oi)ly harbor district high school 
ctlange announced altho John 
Whltcly, Gardena high school 
principal, has retired. 

Several other personnel changes 
are due to bo made at the Lo- 
mlta high school because of Miss 
Griffin's transfer. Ben Comrada, 
vice-principal, boys' counsellor and 
veteran coach, is also slated for 
transfer because Narbonne Is not 
large enough for more than one 
vice-principal. 

Held Merited Promotion 
A woman will be appointed to 

replace Comrada, it is believed, 
because the school board has 

' long followed a policy of having 
a woman in that position when 

^' there Is a man principal and 
vice versa. 

Abbott, as new principal, wll 
also serve as boys' vice-principal 
it is understood. Miss Griffin 

'^ sard this week that she has ac
cepted the Venice high schoo 
position altho she   regretted 
breaking the close friendships 
formed with Lomita people and 
institutions. Venice high has 
an enrollment of between 2,300 
and 2,500 students or more than 
twice that of Narbonne. 

It has a staff of about 90 
teachers and -two vice-principals. 
The change is regarded by 
school authorities as a well- 
earned advance for Miss GrlffirK 
It also has the advantage of giv 
ing her a school closer to her 
home at 3301 West Adams street, 
Los Angeles. 

Wlso Counsel Valued
A strict disciplinarian, an edu 

cator who believes scholastic at 
tainments are the peer of ath 
letic prowess and a generous 
spirit who constantly sought to 
mask her many charities in an 
onymity, Miss Griffin leaves an 
Indelible impression on Nar 
bonne high school and the Lo 
mita community. She has le 
gions of friends throughout the 
harbor district and her gradu 
ates have always remained loyal 
to "the Griffin ideal" of high 
scholarship and cooperating citi 
zenship. 
  With but few and isolated ex 
ceptions, Lomitans In general 
sincerely regret her transfer out 
of their community. Eighteen 
years Is a long time and friend 
ships won and held during that 
period of time arc not prone to 
break with ease. But Lomita 
people Vlll not be the only ones 
to miss her wise counsel and 
active interest In community ac 
tivities. Here In Torranco Miss 
Griffin had many admirers who 
feel that they are losing an as- 

  soclate valued for her vigorous 
* spirit and cooperative zeal. 

Other Change* Told 
Phil Lieb, physical education 

director during the .past .year at 
4 Narbonne, has been transferred 

to Polytechnic high school's 
physical education staff, it was 
learned this week. Other gen 
eral changes were as follows: 

Ralph Detlew from Huntlngton 
Park to Fairfax; Claude Reeves 
from Bell to Huntlngton Park; 
Charles H. Nettels from curricu 
lum department to Canoga Park;

Junior high to Bell; Clementina de 
Forest Griffin from Narbonne' 
to Venice; Harry Gross from 
San Fernando to Roosevelt; 
Floyd Hann from Roosevelt to 
Manual Arts; Edwin Compton 
from curriculum department to 
Edison Junior high; Elizabeth 
Sands from curriculum, depart 
ment Muir Junior high; Paul 
Webb from research department 
to San Fernando. Retiring prin 
cipals are Rae Van Cleve, Fair 
fax; George Monroe, Canoga 
Park; Edward Clark. Venice; 
Albert Wilson, Manual Arts; 
John Whltely, Gardena.

Oil Concern Is 
Granted Permit

* A building permit for the con 
struction of an oil cleaning and 
topping plant, estimated cost 
$3,500, was ordered IsBued to the 
Crown OH and Refining com- 

» pany of this city Tuesday night 
~ by the city council. The pres 

ident of the concern, K. E. Pev- 
eto, applied for the permit in a 
letter that stated the building 
would be erected below the Pa 
cific Electric station near the old 
refinery In the industrial tract.

* Principal 
« Going 
enici? High
jloue association with Lomita, 
tliat has lasted for nearly IS 

Forest Griffin, who hqs been 
1 principal for that period of 
veek to the Venice high school

1

Mayor Revives 
Recovery of 
Bull-Fiddle

Dormant for the past two 
months, the "hull-fiddle buttle" 
which began May 12 when the 
city started to recover pos 
session of a string boss valued 
at $175 from the Torrance Mu 
sicians' Society was revived 
Tuesday night by Mayor Wil 
liam H. Tolson. 

" : . . About that bull-fiddle 
... I don't know what to do 

about It," he' began. "1 under- 
Htand It him strayed off clear 
out of town ..-. well, we'll talk 
It over at our next meeting." 

Efforts to recover the In 
strument, Including orders to 
the police department to con 
fiscate It, have fulled (o date. 
Mayor Tolson cllit not elabor- 

" ate on his understanding: that 
It WON now out of tile city.

DRIVER HELD 
FOR DEATH 
CRASH HERE
clde as the result of a^ fatal ac 
cident last Saturday 'afternoon 
at the intersection of Hawthorne 
avenue and Highway 101 in 
which Leo Wentz, 35, of Long 
Beach, was killed following a 
collision of his motorcycle and a 
Ford sedan, William C. Holmes, 
50-year-old salesman and resi 
dent of Altadena, will have a 
preliminary hearing tomorrow 
morning at 10 o'clock before 
City Judge Robert Lessing. 

Attorney John Shldler of this 
city is serving as Holmes' 
counsel. 

Holmes, who reported the ac 
cident to local police an hour 
and a half after it occurred, is 
out on $1,000 bail. The coron 
er's Jury investigating the fatal 
ity yesterday morning brought 
in a verdict that WenU's death 
was "accidental .and due to neg 
ligence on the part of Holmes." 
The coroner's probe revfalod ser 
ious discrepancies between, the 
defendant's claim that he halted 
on Hawthorne to make the boule 
vard stop before proceeding 
across Highway 101 and two 
witnesses who claim he did not 
observe the stop. 

Holmes was driving south on 
Hawthorne, enroute to his tem 
porary residence at the Alvin 
Rice home* In- Palos Verdes last 
Saturday afternoon about 2 
o'clock. The victim, Leo Wentz. 
who was married for the second 
time two weeks ago, was motor 
cycling east on the highway. 
Witnesses at the mquest testi 
fied he tried to avoid colliding 
with Holmes' car but struck it 
6n the right front side. Wontz 
and his motorcycle was flung to 
the. side of the road and hi? 
arokon body was thrown up on 
the sidewalk. 

Fear for Wife's Health 
Wentz was rushed to Torrance 

Memorial hospital In Stone and 
Wyers' ambulance and he died 
there an hour later. He Is sur 
vlvcd by his bride, Mrs. Caro 
line Wentz, who lives in Ox- 
nard, . a 13-month-old daughter, 

(Continued on Page 4-A)

TAX RATES 
RETAINED

Having received from the coun 
ty auditor the total assessed 
valuations of Torrance tax dis- 
irlcts Nbs. 1 and 2 and of the 
Municipal Water district (see 
valuation story elsewhere on 
this page), City Clerk A. H. 
Bartlett Introduced the ordin 
ance Tuesday night which will 
fix the 1938-39 municipal tax 
rates. These arc the same for 
:he preceding year   $1.10 per 
1100 assessed valuation in Dis 
trict No. 1 (the original city) 
and $1.07 for district No. 2 (an 
nexed territory). 

The tax ordinance was adopt 
ed for its first rending. It pro-, 
vldes the following assessments: 

Fund No. 1 No. 2 
General budget......$ .80 $ .86 
'arks, Music and 

Adv. ........................ .10 .10 
Gen'1 Promotion .. .01 .01 
Public Library gen 

eral fund ............ .05 .05 
Bond interest and 

redemption, 1932 .03 
Bond Interest and 

redemption, 1935, 
olty hall 4 jail.... .025 .026 

Bond Interest and 
redemption, Aud 
itorium ................ .026 .026

TOTAL ........... .....»1.10 $1.07

. . , . .. . , . - ... - . .-...-. . ....      ...      Mv-.-r-,,   . .. .

"TORRANCif ON THE AIR!" .
Souvenir Edition in Preparation for Publicatior
.K/ Determined to. present "the story of Torrance in means. This mateHa 

*OHC 1938" in a form and style complementary to the moderne acCJ3' 1h, 
(£w£ architecture of the new KNX-CBS transmitter station and incentive of" this P°uPb 
fM""} the Civic Center Buildings, The Herald staff is now busily devoted to the radio 
^ 1^ compiling material, photos and advertising for a "Torrance iSS'iife0 "* J°'™ 

A on the Air" souvenir edition. This publication is tentative- 
-/|- ly scheduled for issue on Sept. 8. ' distinctL^Tnir- 5 

/111 EVery effort is being made to include all phases of ^he^Tor^incS 
Am Torrance development . . . the amazing revival of the oil TU *rto\l ji- u i   i_   it. -A >   i A.- The press ortiIM3S field . . . graphs showing the city's gams in population ... wide-spread district 
fl$y in building ... in school attendance. Many new features of months' preliminary 
S|U and about this community will be reported by word and by ttrlstlnVo/ra'nce"55 

 JUR new pictures. ....., "... _.-.- >rom week.;o.
The. theme of the souvenir edition  Torrance's welcome to the $350,000 KNX-CBS ' further details of th 

plant  will be covered !rl detail with special stories and feature articles giving an in- ported. Announceme 
timate understanding of what the radio establishment at Columbia Park here really Jsution thruout the w

*~ '  -   '..

    . :

i by Merald Next Month
is being prepared by KNX and CBS engineers to insure _'..._._ _

ning of the transmitter station provides the theme and 
ication, only about eight of its 48 or more pages will be 
plant. The other pages will be filled with articles and 

nee, its peoplet .lts organizations, its industries and com-

tyle, printed In colors, "Torrance On the Air" will be a 
edition, easily digested and kept for future reference, 
s have already been taken by The Herald's staff photo- 
i in 'this publication, j
er will include severalC^thousands of extra copies for 
on and sale. The Herat}! is confident that the two 
work in designing the/make-up of the souvenir -edition 
ult-that will merit any readers' attention and spur in-

week until the day of publication early next month, 
9 "Torrancb On the Air"' souvenir edition will be re- 
it will be made' shortly of the advance sale for distri- .....-.-- 
orld.

TORRANCE HERA.
ESTABLISHED 1914   10 PAGES   ' TWO SECTIONS

24th YEAR  No. 32.

Dedicate KN)
CITY VOTE 
TOTAL HITS 
NEW PEAK

Torrance hit a new .high In 
registration for the Aug. 30 
primary election with the an 
nouncement this week that a 
total of 4,687 men and women 
are eligible to ballot on the can 
didates seeking county, state 
and federal offices. 

The new total o£ 4,687 com- 
ia res with a total of only 3,970 
'or the general election of four 
years ago when Upton Sinclair, 
i former socialist, obtained a 
Democratic following, got , the 
party's nomination but IcSt the 
election when many old-line
Democrats allied themselves with 
he Q.O.P. 
Twenty-four cities have a 

Democratic majority, and the 
other 10 remain Republican, with 
San Marino and Pasadena hav- 
ng strong majorities. Los An- 
feles, Long Beach, Compton, 
luntlngton Park, .South Gate, 

Bell and Maywood have over 
whelming Democratic majorities. 

Bourbons Hold Lead 
Torrance's registration is di 

vided among the seven political 
parties and the decline-to-state 
froup as follows: Democratic 
,155; Republican 1,290; Social- 
st 10; Prohibition 12; Prpgres- 
ivc 7; Communist 1; Common 

wealth 2; Townsend 44; Decllne- 
o-Statc 166; making a total of 
,687. 
The 44 Incorporated cities of 

tic county have a total regls- 
ratlon of 1,269,148 for the 

August primary, while only 192,- 
13 reside In unincorporated ter- 
tory. Total for the county is 
iven as 1,461,861, the highest 

n the county's history. 
Democrats still hold a nearly 

wo-to-onc advantage over Re- 
mbllcans   the count being: 
)emocrats 888,398; Republicans 
87,382. 
.OMITA HEGISTRATION 
,290  NEW HIGH 
Lomita, like Torrance, also 

cached a new peak In rcglstra- 
ion for the primary election, 

tvith the announcement that a 
otal of 3,290 persons arc eligible 
o vote at the election. The 
otal Is divided as follows: Dem- 
crats 2,198; Republicans 949; 
ociallst 10, Prohibition 6, Pro- 
resslve 2, Communist 1, Com- 
lonwealth, none; Townsend 4, 

(Continued on Page 2-A)

Oil Activity C
Outstanding developments this 

week in the super-active South 
 orrancc, Lomita and Haibor 
)lstrlct oil fields were: 

The completion of the largest 
roducer in South Torrance since 
ie deep zone was tapped some 
wo years ago. This was the 
liver 'Strand OH company's No. 

at 'the southwest corner of 
33rd and Pennsylvania which 
ame In for 1,250 barrels last 
riday and has since been beaned 
own to a steady 960 barrels of 
8.5 gravity cutting one percent 
rom 4,996 feet. 
Expectations that Jim O'Don- 

ell's well at 237th and Penn- 
ylvanla will rival the Sllvir 
trand record-holder. This hole 
ew In on O'Donnoll when cas- 

ng was being run last Sunday.

Inspiration

LD
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C-CBS Plant 1
for Two Civic Events

^ ^'^^^fl'^^f'^i^Sm^^f^^^^^

Workmen ore now putting the finishing Mention, by The Herald, of a special edition   
touches on what radio engineers describe as "the "Torrance on the Air"  planned for Sept. 8. The
rtheTo^l!^^^ »           «* *> *  «-   ** «* 
ranee. Tills $350,000 structure has furnished the come to the KNX-CB*. entry into Torrance will 
theme for two civic events of great Interest: The contain scores of new pictures, articles and feu- 
dlnner-broadcust festivities In the Civic Audi- hires of particular interest to nil Southern Call- 
torlum, tentatively set for Sept. 10, and the pub- fornlans.

15 DERRICKS 
GET PERMITS

With 15 of the 19 building per 
mits issued during the past 
week allowing the construction 
of new wooden oil derricks in 
the South Torrance field, the 
week's construct ion total 
amounted to $77,850. The num 
ber of permits for new derricks 
sot a new record here. The av 
erage of new well towers has 
been six a week here for the 
past year. 
.The locations of the new pro 

jects are given in the news sum 
mary of oil field activities pub 
lished elsewhere on this page. 
The remaining building permits 
covered the following construc 
tion: 

The Woolner Oil company of 
Long Beach Is building a gal 
vanized Iron frame warehouse 
at 2422 227th for $450; ' Oscar 
Walls is adding to a garage at 
1727 Martina, $100; L. H. Kurtz 
is building a frame dairy barn 
44 by 40 feet with cement walls 
and a corrugated Iron roof at 
16601 Arlington, $1,000, and Otto 
J. Batsch is erecting an addition 
to his house at 2413 Cabrillo, 
$1,300.

Gas Company 
Pays 45-Cent 
Franchise Fee

A total of 160 feet of pipe 
line having been laid during 
the past six months, the South 
ern California Gas company 
tendered Its franchise payment 
by check to the city treasury 
Tuesday night. 

The city council learned that, 
at the regular franchise fee 
of $15 per mile, the payment 
totaled 45 cents.

School Budget 
Gets Under Way

With only hours to spare, the 
Los Angeles school district 
board of education lato Wednes 
day adopted its $41,497,591 bud 
get for 1938-39, Just in time to 
legally qualify for the . 318,000,- 
000 In state and county alloca 
tions. 

Adoption of the budget had 
been held up to the last possible 
day by a temporary restraining 
order issued by Superior Judge- 
Jess E. Stephens pending his de 
cision in a petition for a writ of 
mandate, filed by a taxpayer, to 
compel the board to lop off $5,- 
682,249 from tho total.

VALUATIONS 
20y2 MILLION

Revealing an amazing gain of 
nearly a million and a half, the 
total assessed valuation of Tor 
rancc, including public utilities, 
is $20,500,100 for 1938-39! 

This, figure, the basis for the 
city council's computation of the 
municipal tax rate and subse 
quent Income for the year, was 
obtained Tuesday by City Clerk 
A. H. Bartlett from the county 
assessor's office. 

The iricrcase is actually $1,545,- 
505 over last year's total as 
sessed valuation. The council, 
having retained the municipal 
tax rates of $1.07 (in annexed 
territory) and $1.10 (on proper 
ty within the original city limits) 
per $100 assessed valuation, will 
thus   hAve considerably more 
funds this . year for municipal 
use. 

Raises General Fund 
Valuation totals for the two 

tax districts arc: No. 1, $9,484,- 
850; No. 2, $11,015,250. 

A part of these totals, the val 
uation on public utilities opera 
ting in this city are: $1,107,710; 
No. 2, $1,630,310. Last year's 

(Continued on % Page 2-A)

ontinues March South, East and West

This Week in the Oil Fields . . .
Itocoril producer (950 barrels) brought In. 
New "outpost" wells being drilled south and east. 
Eshelmuu avenue area being revived. 
Production curtailment expected In September. 
Six new wells go on production. 
More projects stuked In Harbor City area. 
Casing being set on {tolling Hills well. 
Lease agents offer "boom-time" prices.

The well is now standing ce 
mented around 6,000 feet. 

Two New "Outposts" 
Indications that the South 

Torrance-Lomlta field is going 
more west than south with Ban- 
dlnl Oil company establishing 
the newest "outpost" well on 
the Wcston Ranch near the Hy- 
drtl plant. The Onion Oil drilled

a good shallow sand well there 
in 1924. 

Another "outpost" well Is the 
Blue Bell Oil's Slmmons No. 1 on 
the hill overlooking Lomita at 
241st street cast of Pennsylvania. 
This hole Is reported down to 3,600 
feet. Most of this week's lead 
ing activity centered around 
Pennsylvania down to 241st

street. Agents and oil firms 
were 'reported paying up to $5,- 
000 bonus and up to 20 percent 
for rights. 

Having disposed of his Car 
son street lease to Petty-John 
Oil company of San Diego, P. V. 
Collier, who originally tapped 
the deeper sands here, has bcvn 
moving machinery In on the old 
Ted Frenger lease of 10 acres 
at Hawthorne boulevard for a 
deep plunge. 

Curtailment Kxpected 
Bshclman avenue again popped 

Into prominence as four well!: 
were started at the corner of 
237th. Farther north, Eshelman 
projects were unsuccessful on 
account of water penetration. 
The new wells are regarded as 

(Continued on Page 3 A)

iere S<
PLAN CEL 
DINNER- R 
TO MARK

Dedication of the new 
Columbia Park at Hawthorn* 
been tentatively set for Sept. 
CBS vlce-prefcident in churg 

Completion of -this new

spt. 10
EBRATION 
ADIOCAST 

OPENING. x-/l JLillll^lVJ

$350,000. KNX transmitter at 
avenue and 190th street, hats y ' , 

10 by Donald W. Thornburgh, C - ____ - 
i ,of Pacific Coast operations. 
50,'ODO watt broadcasting plant

the new CBS studios at Colum-

Grid Star to 
Try Catching 
Tower Pass

Can a top-notch football pass 
receiver like Hal Hlrshon of 11. 
C. L. A., catch a football 
tossed from the top of the 
KNX-CBS tower at Hawthorne 
and 190th street? 

Grid experts believe It can 
be done but many other sports 
men doubt It. Hlrshon, stel 
lar Bruin halfback last year, 
thinks he can snag the pig 
skin dropping from the top of 
the 490-foot tower as easily 
as he snatched a 63-yard pass 
from Kenny Washington In 
the U.S.C. game last fall. 

To decide the Issue, KNX 
officials have arranged for u 
public test next Monday morn 
ing, Aug. 15, at 10 o'clock and 
they invite all residents of 
Torrance and vicinity to come 
to the new transmitter sta 
tion at Columbia Park 'here 
and sec the exhibition. 

There will be news-reel cam 
eramen and photographers 
from nil the big picture syndi 
cates on hand to record the 
contest between Hlrshon and 
the great tower. A veteran 
steeplejack will climb to tile 
top of the steel must bearing 

  a sack of footballs and poss 
ibly a portable microphone to 
broadcast his Impressions of 
the contest. Announcements 
of the feat are now being 
broadcast over KNX dully with 
luvltiitlon/i to nil to come to 
Torrance and see the world's 
longest football heave next 
Monday morning, Aug. 19, ut 
10 o'clock.

Brush Blaze 
Causes Freak 
4'Car Crash

While the county forestry de 
partment battled a brush fire on 
the banks of Nigger Slough last 
Friday afternoon, four cars, their 
drivers, confused by the billow 
ing smoke, piled up in u crash 
on Main street. Only one per 
son, Charles M. King of 20718 
Main street, Keystone 1 , was in- 
iurcd.. He suffered lacerations 
md bruises. All four curs were 
badly damaged. 

The freak accident occurred, 
according to deputy sheriffs, 
when a car said to have been 
driven by George P. Morros, 21, 
of San PiMro, struck a parked 
car hidden by the dense smoke, 
klorros' car was In turn hit by 
King's machine and a fourth 
car, driven by Otto G. Sampson 
of Long Beach, piled Into them 
icfore the brush fire was ex- 
ingulshcd.

bia Square in Hollywood, es 
tablishes Columbia's P.a c i f i o 
Coast headquarters as the most
modern and complete radio sta 
tion In the world. The hew fa 
cilities represent an investment 
by CBS of approximately $2,-
000,000, and both the studios ,,--',,, 
and the transmitter incorporate 
the latest devices of radio ac 
complishment.   .      

The 37-acre plot on which the 
new KNX transmitter is located, 
was originally a land grant by 
the King of Spain to Juan Jose 
Dominguez, one of the early 
California Dons. 

Plan Gala Celebration 
Soon after the   construction 

started, on .the transmitter, the 
city council passed a resolution 
designating the site as "Colum 
bia Park," and plans arc under 
,way now for a gala celebration , 
here Sept 10 when the building 
is officially opened. 

A meeting of the city com 
mittee .charged with the local 
end of the dedicatory program 
will be held early next week to 
lay the groundwork for the din-   . 
ncr and major network broad 
cast show that is to be held in 
the Civic Auditorium. This com 
mittee is composed of L. J. Gll- 
inci.sU.-r, chairman; City Clerk 
A. H. Bartlett, treasurer; Alden 
W. Smith, president of the 
Chamber of Commerce; George 
J. Peckham, president of the.   
Torrance Retail Merchants' as 
sociation; Mayor William H. 

Tolson, City Councllmcn James. 
Hitchcock and Thomas McGuire 
and Publisher Grover C. Whyte 
of The Herald. 

"We are extremely proud of 
our now Columbia 'workshop',

nient of tin- studio building t» 
the tip of the 190-foot tower." 
declared Tliornhurgh.
The new transmitter bids fair 

to become one of Southern Cali 
fornia's showplaces, resembling 
In exterior design a country . 
chih, more than a broadcasting 
plant. The new white and red 
concrete building sits back from 
the highway approximately 30 
yards, facing a lawn landscaped 
with trees and flowers. 

Tour Thru Station 
Some 200 yards to the rear of 

the transmitter building, stands 
the 490-foot, triangular tower, 
from whence KNX-CBS programs 
will radiate. Located only four 
miles from th<- Pacific ocean, 
CBS programs will have the ad 
vantage of transmission over 
salt water In both northerly and 
southerly direction*, which Is ex- > 
peeled greatly to enhance the 
clarity of the signal, according 
to Jame.s Mlddletnooks, CBS 
llaisson engineer, in charge of 
construction. 

Of general Interest Is the Col- , 
umbta policy of welcoming vis 
itors to the new plant. As they 
enter the doors of the new bulld- 

( Continued on Page 2-A)


