
a CHRISTIAN Community
O Matter What Ones Creed 

May Be, Torrance Churches 
Will Welcome the Stranger

TORPANCE .

,,,..,. .* ,il of Chris! -in I/inn, i (UN < tons 
Stand* In Proximity to St. Andrew's 
Episcopal Church.

    irst Baptist Church.

No sites for churches included in original plan*; 
permitting settlers free rehi in forming groups 
arid selecting locutions.
Most Torrance chim-hes beir:ni :is minions or 
from tent meeting
First in city was prmjiiiM.v pn-iiiTi-ssor <n present 
First Baptist church, closely followed by Church 
of the Nativity (Catholic).
At present at least 12 churches have regular meet 
ing places.
American I/egion hall and first Tormnce fhe:ifer 
have nerved as places of worship. 
Organizations within the churches minister to 
needs of all groups.

WHEN Torranc< w.,.-, bound 
ed it was, in one respect, like 
a heathen country ? '- thorn 
were no churches.

Not that churches were not 
desired in the new community 
-far from it. But in prepar 

ing an industrial city it was 
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on Review orv at 1447 Engracia avenue 
^^^^^^^^_ the next year. 
._«_«____ Following Father Riordan 

the pastorate has been filled 
by Fathers Fanner, Sheehy, 
Hurley and thr present incum 
bent, Father Kennedy, who has 
been in charge since October, 
1932.

Organizations in the church 
include the Altar society, with 
Mrs. William Neff as presi 
dent; Holy Name society, un- 
deV J. V. Murray, and Young 
Ladies' sodality, lod by Edna 
Mullin.

Central Evangelical Church
CENTRAL Evangelical church 

dates its work from October 
27, 1916, when the Rev. J. P. 
Ash conducted services in the 
theater and later in a home on 
Gramercy avenue. The congre 
gation was officially organized 
March 1, 1917, and construc 
tion of a church was begun 
later in the same year, at Mar- 
celina and Arlington avenues. 
In 1920 the manse was erected, 
follower! in 1i)23 by the Guild 
hall.

Pastors since the Rev. Ash 
have been the Rev. George 
Stieglitz, in 1917; the Rev. G. 
A. Streit, in 1918; the Rev. E. 
L. Weatherwax, in 1919-20; the 
Rev. F. A. Zeller, from 1921 to 
1927; the Rev. G. G. Schmid, 
1927-31; the Rev. O. D. Wonder, 
1931-36; the Rev. E. W. Matz 
has just been assigned to the 
charge, beginning his pastorate 
June 15, 1936.

George W. McKenzie is pres 
ident of the board of tru 
with Mrs. J. S. Lancaster 

ii-nt; E. Merle ! 
 try: F. C. Wiril-

'I D. A. McCormick, 
'ivr- of the board to 

th 'ion. Mrs. Julia
N< . .. .t'jir director, with
Thomas Ulrlch as

W. E. Bowen ha:- . 
Intendent of the Sund 
for nearly 12 years, pr« MUHIK 
over the senior group, with

Andrc-o civ. urn, . «ii,n K '<".-ut 
of the church, Sunday school 
and parsonage, and redecora- 
tion and refurnishing of all.

Church organizations include 
the Sunday .school, of which 
William H. Tolson is superin 
tendent; the IWOman's Mission 
ary organization, with Mr.,. 
Maude Hocott as president; 
the Men's Brotherhood, A. R. 
Cralg, president; the Senior 
Young People's group, with 
Arthur Graham as president, 
and the Intermediate and Ju 
nior groups, "Sponsored by Mrs. 
C. M. Nbrthrup and R. Far- 
quhar.

Catholic Mission
FOLLOWING shortly after 

the establishment of the Tor 
rance Mission the first Catho 
lie mass in Torrance was cele 
brated by Father Power* of 
Gardena in 1913 in a 1 
nt. 1739 Gramerry

   trips Wf i
  e by Fath-
r to tho four Catholic
s in tho new community.

Some time later, after Father 
Fuhr had succeeded Father 
Powers at Gardena (and Tor- 
rai >w was sold, 
n<" oval of the 
headquarter* to another rented 
bungalow, across the street.

But this new location, too,
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Mrs. J. E. Winter in charge of 
the juniors and Mrs, W. E. 
Bowen for
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  I ir»t Church of Chrtst, Scientlttt.


