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ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDIN 
GRANT APPBfljB fly Plfl
Funds Provided For Attractive New Home for Chamb

of Commerce, Adjoining Civic
Auditorium

Formal approval of a $4960 federal grant for the con 
struction of the proposed new administration building a 
joining ths civic auditorium was received this week fro 
officials of the Public Works Administration. The feder 
grant represents 46 percent of the material and labor co 
of the structure, which will be' > 
occupied by the Torrance Cham 
ber of Commerce.

The Herald also learned fro: 
sources, usually reliable, that a 
similar PWA grant for the pro 
posed new fire hall on Craven 
avenue was scheduled for ap 
proval by Washington author! 
ties next week.

  First word of the favorable ac 
tion on the Torrance application 

  came in a telegram to Mayor 
Stanger from Senator McAdoo's 
office in Washington, which was 
later confirmed by a letter :from 
the PWA office in Los Angeles 

Action Unexpected

to city officials as press reports 
from Washington early in. Sep 
tember indicated -that President 
Roosevelt intended to divert the 
funds provided for public build 
ing projects to the . relief of 
farmers in the drought area 
After running the entire gaunt 
let of governmental agencies and 
receiving the signature of Sec 
retary Ickes over sixty days ago 
President Roosevelt's signature 
had been withheld and it was 
aflsjjn*#ir that the grants would 
eventually either be denied 
reduced., . j 

., ( • „ Cite Has Funds :
"Cost of the administration 

building and the smaller struc 
ture in the rear to be used for 
storing equimpent of the civic

PWA estimate at $11,000, but 
may not run this high. Of this 
45 percent is an outright grant

met by the city. Funds for the 
city's portion are available In 
the budget, according to city of 
ficials.

C. C. M. O. Erects 
Storage Building

Permit in the sum of $10,000 
was taken out this we.ek by the 
C. C. M. O. Company for the 
erection of a storage building 
on their property in the west 
part of the city. The building 
will be 60x200 feet.

H. B. Morgan, of the Two 
Macks Electric, took out a per 
mit for a garage with storage 
rooms above to be built at 2119 
Arlington avenue at a cost of 
$800.

Mrs. Anna Sunderson, North 
Torrance, win erect a small 
dwelling on her lot at 2040 Re- 
dondo boulevard, costing $700.

Rude Behavior 
Of Youngsters 
Stirs Comment
Council Will Be Asked 

Detail Officer to Keep 
Order

Again the civic auditoriu 
was filled to capacity las 
Thursday night when the Lay 
Order of- Moose sponsored 
admission free vaudeville pe 
formancc and dance. Fully 16ft

acts which were;'of high clas 
professional caliber.

Dancers, especially the youn 
generatipn, were thrilled wi1 
the 22-plece orchestra which fur 
nished the music for this pas 
time.

'Only one , jarring note wa 
sounded in the performanci 
which intruded in the behavio

posted themselves in the fron 
and held target practlc 

with rubber -bands and pager 
wads on the persp: " " 
the stage. '  

It appears that there are 
number of youngsters whit hav 
yet to . learn the rudiments o 
polite behavior in a public place

at the auditorium.
The question was discussed a 

he recent meeting of the-co
ordlnating council, and thi 
jroup will request the city couh

cil to detail one of the regular 
>ollce officers to be present in 
mlform' at each free entertain

ment given in the auditorium 
Vhen two or three youngsters 
lave been invited to leave, 1 
hey persist in annoying con

duct,' the nuisance may be 
itopped.

On motion of Councilman
:eorge H. Powell, the city clerk

was authorized at council meet

he owners of the building now 
used as a recreation center al 
Walterla. The 'old lease is about 
o expire.

Proposed New Building For
Torrance Chamber of Commerce

Here is the architects' sketch of the attractive new 
administration building for which the PWA has agreed to 
donate $4950. The structure is planned to adjoin the civic 
auditorium on El Prado. It will be 71 feet deep and 30 feet

, wide and will include offices for the chamber of commerce,
-* a small assembly room and kitchen.

To the rear of this building will be a smaller struc 
ture, 40x22, to be used principally for storage of auditorium

\ equipment. Between the auditorium and the administration 
building will be a ten-foot walk which will widen out about 
midway to form a small patio.

MERCHANTS' MEETING BREAKS ALL RECORDS

Torrance business men (and business women) 
turned out in record shattering numbers last Tues 
day night at a dinner meeting held in the banquet rqom 
of Cooky's Club Cafe, as shown in the picture above. 
Exactly 51 sat d,own to eat broiled steaks and cast 
their votes for the members of the permanent mer-

 Photo by Halg & Hai
chants' organization, as well as join in discussion of 
plans to decorate the city this Christmas. Officers 
and members of the board of directors elected are 
given below in detail, together with Dean Sears' fi 
nancial report of the merchant* Silver Anniversary 
Festival held in this city last September. .

A, .More News-yt.Rafter, la Aim "of "Publisher "In Expand 
ing Staff

Return of Michael Straszer to 
.he post of city editor of the 
'orrance Herald and Lomita 

Vews is announced by Grover 
'. Whyte, editor and publisher. 

IVhen "Mike," as he is familiarly 
known, takes over his editorial 
luties next* Monday morning, he 

will start renewing friendships 
made here from June, 1930, to 
February, 1932, when he served 

the same capacity on the 
Herald-News.

Goes To Corona 
During the past four years 

traszer has been editor of the 
'orona Daily Independent in 
Riverside county. Prior to his 
'ork on the Torrance Herald, he
 as editor of the Burbank Trlb- 
ne and previous to that was on 

editoral staff of the Seattle 
tar. He is a native of Montana 
He attended the University o 

[ontana and completed his 
tudles in the journalism depart 

uent of the University of Wash 
ngton. A Californian for the 
Mist 14 years, Mike Straszer has 
een a newspaperman ever since 

started as a high school re 
>orter for the Livingston (Mon 

tana) Enterprise. 
Mrs. Straszer Former Teacher 
Mrs. Straszer will be remem 

ered by many local residents 
a kindergarten teacher at the

 orrance Elementary Schoo
 om 1930 to the end of the 1931

12 term. Since leaving Torrance
tie Straszer family has increased

four members through the
rth of little Melisse Ann, now

iree and one-half years old, and
ancy Lee, nine months.

Moving to Torrance 
Mr. and Mrs. Straszer and

Organize Association and Elect Per 
manent Officers and Directors

The Torrance Business, Men's Association got off to 
an enthusiastic start last ^Tuesday 'night when 51 local 
merchants and business' jnen and women gathered a£, 
Cooky's Club Cafe to elecT; officers for a permanent oe- 
ganizatiqn, aind. t9, tofiuss^, ulanBjtor   Christmas-fetreet dec-

is Saturday making their 
>me at 2862 Torrance boule- 
,rd. They are delighted to re- 
m to this city and are eager 
meet their former friends and 

quaintances.
Better Newspaper 

The staff at the Herald is 
ually glad to welcome back its 
rmer city editor who was al- 
ays popular among his fellow 
orkers. With the return of bet- 
r business conditions the Her- 
d is making plans to broaden 

news coverage and readers 
11 shortly be given a more 
way and interesting paper, ac- 
rding to Grover C. Whyte, 
blisher.

RETURNS FROM EAST
O. W. Stone, 1230 Cravens 
enue, who has been visiting 
the east for several months, 

rived home last week.

""'Alden Smith, jeweler and op 
tometrist, was the, only candi 
date for president and was un 
animously elected. Dean Sears, 
manager of the Torrance branch 
of -the Bank of America, was In 
like manner chosen secretary- 
treasurer. Out of ten nominees,

MICHEAL STRASZER 
who says he Is happy to come 
back to the Torrance Herald* 
after four years at Corona.

The International Derrick and 
Equipment Company of Tor-

erecting the steel radio towers 
for radio station KEHE, at 2901 
Moynier Lane, near Culver City, 
according to Los Angeles city 
building inspector's records.

Cost of the steel towers will 
be $11.000.

The station Is owned by an

paper, and is to be in operation 
next month.

Dark Mystery In 
Theft of fig

How a white pig. weight 145 
pounds, could be slaughtered In 
its pen Sunday night without 
arousing the household with its 
death scream is a mystery to 
F. B. Wagner, 2006 116th street, 
^forth Torrance. Wagner re 
ported 'the unusual circumstance 
to th* city police for investlga- 
jon. The Unknown marauders 
inlfed the pig and loaded the 
carcass Into a car to speed away 
with the booty.

to .the board of directors: Mrs. 
Harriett Leech, Sam'Levy, Grover 
Whyte, Hillman Lee, and Fay 
Parks,

Have Reserve
Before .the election of officers 

took place Dean Sears,- who 
acted as chairman of the previ 
ous temporary committee, made 
a financial report of the last 
merchants' activity, the Silver 
Anniversary Festival, held last 
September. The report showed a 
balance, or profit, of over a him 
dred ' dollars. This and other 
moneys to be raised soon, wil 
go to Christmas street decora 
tlons.

Many Thanked
Al Robinson acted as speaker 

and in* behalf of the committee 
thanked the Chamber of Com 
merce; the pity council, and the 
Torrance Herald* for their co 
operation in making the Festiva 
a success, a fact which was at 
tested to by hearty applause ol 
the group/ The temporary com 
mittee, composed of Sam Levy, 
Alden Smith, Dean Sears, J. 
Lepkln and Hillman Lee, were

i. T. IRTZ 
SICK 3 YEARS 
lASSESJO
Host of Friends,' Mourn th

'Resident

Hosts of friends in Torranc 
will learn with sorrow of th 
passing of Mrs. Mary Marti 
Wertz, 56, who died shortly afte 
7 o'clock this morning. Mrs 
Wertz had been 'ill for abou 
three years, as the result of 
stroke. She made a partial re

part in the affair.
Functions Soon 

The newly elected officers plan 
a meeting next week at which 
time plans for Christmas will be 
discussed. After certain prelim 
inary' arrangements have been 
made, they will call another 
group meeting and present them

Close Armistice
After some discussion, J. G. 

Koch moved that the merchants 
remain closed all day Armistice 
Day, November 11. The motion 
was quickly seconded and unani 
mously carried.

Smith For President

evidenced and the high spot of 
the evening's humor came when 
J. C. "Landon" Smith, when in 
troducing himself (as everyone 
did), was asked by Speaker Rob 
inson to give his political con 
nections. Smith proudly (?) 
came out for Landon, and later 
was asked where he kept the 
Roosevelt button he wore when 
selling houses to Democrats.

The meeting was adjourned by 
President Alden Smith with ev 
eryone promising to attend the 
next gathering.

but suffered Injuries in an auto 
mobile accident two years ag 
from which she was disabled fo 
about six months.

This summer Mrs. Wertz im 
proved somewhat in health a 
though she was confined to he 
bed most of the time #nd re 
quired constant attention. He 
courage and determination in 
the face of such adverse condi 
tions were admirably shown 
when, she left her bed to be on 
of the throng which greetec 
Louis Zamperinl on his return 
from Europe last September and 
to attend the welcome dlnnei 
later tendered to Louis at the 
Woman's Clubhouse.

In the past few weeks Mrs 
Wertz has been able to go aboul 
with her family on automobile 
trips which she thoroughly en 
joyed.

the worse and since Saturday 
has been unconscious. Death en 
sued early this morning.

Mrs. Wertz was born in Mex 
ico, Missouri. She came to Tor 
rance 18 years ago, and during 
her years of good health was 
constantly active in church and 
social affairs, and endeared her 
self to all by her cheerful and 
friendly disposition. With two 
boys in her family, her home 
was always open to their young 
friends to whom she was ever a 
kind and indulgent hostess and 
friend.

She leaves besides her hus 
band, Theodore Wertz, and son 
Robert, a foster son Hubert 
Luck, and two sisters, Mrs. Re- 
jjlna Sullivan of Pasadena, and 
Sirs. Margaret McOwen of Al- 
:adena.

Rosary for the departed will 
be held at the home, 1328 Ama- 
pola avenue, at 7:30 p. m. Frl- 
lay evening, and funeral serv 
ices at the Church of the Natlv- 
ty at 9 o'clock Saturday morn- 
ng, Rev. Thomas Kennedy offi 

ciating.

HIGHWAY JOBS
Highway bids opened in Sep- 

ember for which contracts were
awarded by the state highway 
'ommlsslon Include three to the 
oca), concern, Baslch Bros. The 
obs arc located In Inyo county

and total $90,488.50.

RUNKLE RESIGNS PRESIDENCY 
OF INTERNflTIONAL DERRICK
Leaves October' 31 for Ohio To Join Largest Producers

Of Silica Sand In Country. Successor
Not Yet Chosen

Resignation of Charles G. Runkle as president of the 
International Derrick & Equipment Compnay at Torrance 
was announced today, to become effective October 31. .Mr. 
Runkle will leave immediately to accept an executive 
position with the Ayres Minerals Company of Zanesville, 

fohio.
The Ayres Minerals Company 

operate 12 mills in Ohio supply 
ing silica sand for pottery, tile 
and glass manufacturers, and is 
reputed to be the largest con 
cern of its kind in the entire 
nation.

12 Years' Service 
Mr. Runkle has been identified 

with the Ideco organization 
either at its head office in Co 
lumbus, Ohio, or Its subsidiary

Committees of 
Co-ordinating 
Council Named
Toy Loan Drive Will be

Launched to Replenish
Local Supply

Meetings of the Torrance co 
ordinating council will be held 
regularly on the fourth Monday 
evening each month, Chairman 
Irene Wllkes announced at the

night. Heretofore the meetings 
have been held on call.

Mrs. Wilkes appointed mem 
bers of committees to include 
Mrs. Dan Barnard, Mrs. S. C. 
Colllns, Mrs. Edna Stone and 
Mrs. Oscar Butterfield on the 
environment committee;. Dale 
Blley and Rev.,T. J. Kennedy on 
the character - building commit 
tee. The selection of the a* 
jwstment committee, is in. tb| 
hands of Capt. Jphn Stroh 
the pp]Jce denartmemX . 
ber   of organiz 
represented....

Following the business session 
Miss Irene Mills, teacher at the 
Torrance high school, gave an

lems of yotfth, and-pointed out 
the necessity for right conduct 
and high idealism among the 
adults of a community, who are 
unknown to themselves serving 
as patterns to the young men 
and women of adolescent age.

Brief talks were made-by rep 
resentatives of the county co 
ordinating council arid the school
board's officer in 
truancy cases.

charge of

Harry Slover was placed in 
charge of a suggested drive for 
collection of new or used toys 
for the toy loan department.

made at the elementary 
schools, and in the churches and
Parent Teachers Association 
meetings. Mr. Slover will collect
:he toys which will be put in 
repair if broken, sterilized and 
repainted, and they will then be 
ready for circulation thru the
ocal toy loan library. All kinds 

of toys are wanted, especially 
dolls, which are given to the
ittle girls who show they are 

worthy to own them, tricycles, 
scooters, and other toys of a 
sturdy type. Anyone who has 
a collection of toys to give to 
this cause should get in touch 
with Mr. Slover.

in Torrance for the past 12

the Pacific coast company pro 
duction has increased many fold

ing the affairs of the organiza 
tion in' splendid. condition. The 
local plant was erected in 1926. 

Mr. Runkle stated that he was 
very proud of the Torrance or 
ganization and deeply appreci 
ates the loyalty of its members. 
"Naturally I regret to leave so

I should not decline the greater 
opportunity which Is offered 
me," he stated.

Successor to Be Named
Pending action-' at "a, meeting 

of the company's board Of direc-
rs. to be held In November,.or 

iber, no announcement of 
his successor would be made, 
Mr. Runkle stated^ He also said 
that his resignation woyld not 
affect the financial Bflt-up of 
the Ideco company.

Given Contract 
To Remove Clay

cheap at the price of ten cents 
a ton, but it is worth a great 
deal says Mayor W. H. Stanger 
to have the hole enlarged to 
provide more room for dumping 
the collection of tin cans and 
other junk picked up weekly by 
city trucks. William Day, an 
employe of the Columbia Steel 
Company, made the offer of 10 
cents a ton, and was given a 
contract at that price. He ex 
pects to remove 100,000 tons or 
more. The clay is ground up 
and mixed with other ingredi 
ents to be 
molds. The

used in. making 
contract may fie

cancelled on 30 days' notice.

TRANSFORMER STOLEN ,7
Theft of a volt transformer 

from the neon sign at Prairie 
avenue and Redondo boulevard

the sign out of commission. 
Wholesale value of the missing 
part is $12. The sign will be 
repaired at once.

CORONA IN TESTIMONIAL
TO HERALD'S NEW EDITOR

High tribute to Mlcheal Straszer who joins the Tor- 
ance Herald staff as city editor Monday morning was re- 
en tly paid by the Corona Chamber of Commerce. In a 
etter to Mr. Straazer dated October 27, Frank Emerson, 
resident of the Corona Chamber of Commerce, writes as 
ollows:

"At a meeting: of the director* of the Corona Chamber 
of Commerce held on Wednesday, October 21st, I was asked, 
on motion, to express their regrets on hearing that you were 
to leave our city. Thin may seem to be an unusual action but 
it was felt that we are losing one whom we have learned to 
depend upon for advice, help, and co-operation, In toe but five 
years.

"Under your editorial guidance the Corona Independent 
has made many forward step* In make-up, news presentation, 
and In special features. The Golden, Jubilee Edition this year 
was the finest edition ever put out by a small or large town 
and was an extraordinary signal contribution to the com 
munity, yet It was only one of your effort* on behalf of the 
city.

"It has been very evident that your guiding policy ban 
been one (or the continued advance of Corona from news and 
publicity mngtes and that you have conslnteutly dedicated your 
services on the paper to the progress of everything worth 
while.

"We regret'that we must lose the services of a friend, 
but may wa wish you every success In your new field?"


