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BEVERLY HILLS SHOWS 
TORRANCE THE WAY

AN EDITORIAL

The penalty which Torrance pays for remaining 
a part of the Los Angeles city school district is strik 
ingly illustrated by a comparison of the school tax 
rate in. this city with that of Beverly Hills. Torrance 
property owners will pay $1.43 per $100 assessed val 
uation into the treasury of the Los Angeles school 

. district this year,  an Increase of 24 cents over last 
year's rate. On the other .hand, BeVerly Hills, which - 
recently withdrew its high schools from the Los An 
geles district, is able to reduce Its school tax rate 
from $1.25 in 1935 to $1.15 in 1936. 

And Eeverly Hills is not skimping her education 
^ expenses in order to secure a lower tax rate. In fact, 
, the school budget at Beverly Hills this year for teachers' 

salaries and operating expenses alone is '$'30,000 more 
than last year. This in addition to substantial capital 

* outlays for new buildings and equipment. In fact, 
Beverly Hills is proving the contention of many Tor 
rance citizens that by forming our own school district 
we can have better school buildings, more modern fac 
ilities, and engage the highest priced instructors and 
stiu not pay as much in school taxes as we are now 
charged by the Los Angeles district. 

While vastly different in many respects, Beverly 
Hills and Torrance are very, similar in that each city 
has a large per capita wealth. In other words, both 
municipalities have large assessed valuations with ,, 
relative small populations and school enrollments. A 
recent analysis .of the 44 municipalities In Los Angeles . 
county, based on this year's assessed valuations, rated 

..-. Beverly Hills fifth and Torrance seventh in wealth per 
family. 80 for purposes- of comparing education costs, 
the tyo cities are very similar and the comparison is-   ?** " :..

Beverly Hi% offers an ideal opportunity for study- 
-«teg the operation of sc^oMf under home coritroJUand . '*" 

also aa a part of the Los Angeles syBfem;''FWW,'lUtt ;1 
very Inception of the city, the granttnar schools were 
operated as a local district, while the high schools 
were a pfcrt of the Los, Angeles system. But the ad 
vantages of home operation were so apparent that the 
people of Beverly Hills a little over a year ago voted 
to withdraw their high schools from the Los Angeles, 
city district. The wisdom of this action is now being 
reflected in better schools for less tax mdney. The 
school tax money contributed by property owners in 
Beverly Hills is now spent In that city instead of be 
ing diverted to other portions of the vast Los Angeles 
area. And Tprranee can reap the. same benefits by 
adopting the new city ^barter soon to be submitted 
to vote. Adoption of the charter automatically sep 
arates us from, the Los Angeles school district' and 
places our schools in our own hands. 

Torrance children deserve better education than 
they are now receiving,   and we can give it to them 
for loss money than we are -now paying if we will 
stop donating a large share of our school tax money 
to other sections of the far-flung Los Angeles city 
school district.

Widespread Publicity
$ To Be Given City By Chamber; Assist 

ant Secretary Engaged.
An extensive program of 

Torrance industrial, commei 
has been started by the Ton 
and will be continued over 
It was stated today by L. J 
Important In this activity will be 
the work of inducing the con 
struction of homes to accommo 
date the large number of local 
employes who are seeking hous 
ing in Torrance. Another item 
of major importance is that of 
sending out to thousands of In 
dustrialists thruout the east 
printed matter describing the 
advantages of Torrance. < 

Assistant Engaged 
To assist in this large volume 

of office work the services of 
Miss Eva McCormlck have been 
engaged, Secretary Gilmelster 
said. Miss McCormlck, a grad 
uate of Pacific University, For 
est Grove, Ore., school of busi 
ness administration, has been a 
resident of Torrance for the 
past several months, and has 
visited Torrance numerous times 
during th? past several years. 
She Is a niece of the late Judge 
John Dennis, former mayor and 

,  prominent civic worker it) Tor 
rance. Miss McCormlck Is ex 
perienced in real estate, Insur 
ance and public affairs. 

Mrs. Phoebe Milburn, who has 
been in charge of the chamber 
office, will hereafter devote her 
time as city hostess In contact 
ing and welcoming new resi 
dents.

publicity and promotion of 
cial and civic developments 
npce Chamber of Commerce, 
a period, of several months, 
. Gilmelster, secretary. Most

School Tax 
Rate Is Fixed

. Property owners within the 
Los Angeles city school district 
will pay school taxes at the 
rate of $1.43 per 100 of assessed 
valuation this year, . following 
slight revisions In the budget 
made at last Thursday after 
noon's meeting of the board of 
education. 

Increase In the assessed valu 
ation of public utilities this 
year totaling approximately 
$4,400,00, may further reduce the 
levy, It was explained. This In 
the only figure not definitely 
known. The board memBers 
made revisions In the budget 
that permitted a reduction of 
three cents from the levy of 
$1.46 that would otherwise have 
been required. 

Total of the budget which is 
being forwarded this week .to 
County Auditor H. A. Payne. 
who will announce the exact 
levy on September 1, Is $34,609,- 
663, This Includes cash reserves, 
which are not expendable.

City .May Buy Airport
TOLEDO (U.P.)  Purchase by 

the city, of Toledo's Transcontln- 
tal airport Is being considered.

CITY'S BUDGEl 
NOT INCREASE!foiJSHai
Tax Rate Remains Same A 

Last Year Despite Raise 
In, Employes' Wages

Despite the fact that wages o 
city employees^ have been raised 
(eliminating cuts during the de 
pression), the general govern 
mental costs of the city wii 
not be Increased during the com 
ing fiscal year, and the genera 
municipal tax- rate remains the 
same as last 'year. This was dis 
closed Tuesday evening whej 
the Torrance city council ad 
opted its budget and .set the 
tax rates for next year. How 
ever, there will be an additiona 
item of 11 cents on the tax bil 
next year to raise approximate!; 
120,000 to meet interest and re- 
;irement payments on the new 

civic building bonds for a two- 
year period. ' 

Income 
Estimated income for the next 

fiscal year, according to the 
budget, includes: General taxes, 
1146,075; Library tax, $10,9$6; 
Jotor vehicle tax, $7,000; Busi 

ness licenses, $5,200; Recorder's 
ines, $2,000; Building, plumb- 
ng and electrical permitsv $,1000; 

Sewer permits, $200; Franchise 
earnings;- 34,000; Moving^, per 
mits, $50; Plasterers' permits, 
100; and from the 10 cent ad 

vertising, parks, and promotion 
tax, $18,259. Total estimated' in- 
ome is $194,840. 

Expenses 
Among the expenses antici- 

>ated in next year's budget are: 
Governmental expense, $36,185; 
>rotection of life and property 
fire and police departments), 
,61,145; Health and sanitation, 
4,700; Street department, 
33,240; and Park department, 
25,959. 

Purchases 
Extra items and purchases 

rovided; for_ in the budget in- 
lude: Street' department equip-' 

ment, $2,600; Fire department 
equipment, $1,900; Police depart 
ment equipment, $1,500; Office 
equipment,' most of ' which has 
Iready been purchased for the 
ew city hall, $3,600; Park de- 

wrtment equipment, $500; Lamp 
post painting, $500; Traffic 
tainting, $500; Architect's fees 
or building, $250; Christmas 
ree program, $185; McDonald 

Tract water lines, $500; Alley 
nd street material, $1,300; Aud- 
torium equipment, $2,000; Lots 
djacent to public library, $2,490; 
x>mita lighting district refunds, 
1,000. There remains an unallo- 
ated fund of $14,786. 

- Valuations 
Official assessment valuation 
gures received by City Clerk 
artlett this week from the 

ounty auditor show: Torrance 
ax District No. 1 (old town), 

8,125,625; Torrancc Tax DIs- 
rlct No. 2 (annexed territory), 
10,133,770; Total, $18,259,396.

!*o Resurface 
Torrance Blvd.

Resurfacing of Torrancc boule- 
ard, east of the tracks between 
13th street and Western avenue 
nd elimination of the danger- 
us jog on Western avenue at 
le Edison substation on 190th 
treet are sought by the Tor 

rance city council. Applications 
or both improvements to be 
laid for out of gasoline tax 
unds were authorized this week 
>y the city council. The new 
saving on Torrance boulevard Is 

estimated to cost $3100 and the 
Idenlng of the curve at 190th 
treet and Western avenue at 
950. Refund of $1341 to the 
ounty of unused funds appro 
bated for the improvement of 
2abrlllo avenue was also   or- 
ered. The Job cost this much 
ess than was estimated and the 
efund authorized so that the 
oney coudl be re-allocated for 
her projects in Torrance.

SPARK PLUG

- JOHN D. M. HAMILTON 
Chairman of the Republican Na 
tional Committee, Invades the 
Southland tills week-end to light 
the spark in the Lahdon-Knox 
campaign. He will address a 
mass meeting In Hollywood bowl 
Saturday evening. He is shown 
above leaving his plane.

LEAVE FOR HOME
Mr. and Mrs. Otto B. Gray, 

who have been guests of the 
latter's parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Nell. Webb, left Tuesday, for 
Lheir home in Portland, Ore.

Habig Is Found
War Veteran Who Disappeared Two 
 Months Ago Relates Kidnaping Tale

Leo L. Habig, former emj 
Company, who disappeared u 
two months ago, has-been f 
.Orange county General hosp 
periences. Habig was foun 
gagged in a ditch near Garde 
Grove. A party of motorists 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jayne am 
Wesley Jayne, of Fullerton, Joh 
Bruton of El Monte and 'Mis 
Mildred Dunlop of Anaheim 
found the man and took him 

1 to a' physician. 
Habig told officers that h 

had been overpowered by thre 
'men as he was. on his way t 
work at the local plant ' here 
bound and gagged and taken t 
an abandoned house where h 
AVas kept :in the basement unde 
guard for the past two months 

Habig's. disappearance createc 
a sensation here. His blood-spat 
tered car was. found in a sid 
street off East Road between 
Normandie. and Vermont ave 
nues, but no clues to his where 
abouts were discovered. 

His kidnapers threatened him 
with death If he did not turn 
over to them the $800 in bonu 
money he was about to receive 
Habig related. During the two 
months he was . fed on stale 
bread and beer. In the absence 
of his captors he was fed by a 
masked woman.

Alameda Woman
Heads Legion Auxiliary as T^teiif 
State President ^
Ruth H. Mathebat of Al 

department officers elected 
ion of the American -Legion 
;hls week, With her staff of 
Elizabeth Brendell, past depa 
evening. Other officers included' 
Florence Chess of San Mateo,

Hynn, of Oakland, who succeeds 
lerself as secretary and treas 
urer, and Margaret Carson of 
Bakersfield, as member of fin 
ance committee. Mrs. Mathebat 
succeeds Ethel Marsh of Upland, 
tfrs. Marsh wielded tho gavel at 
he convention just closed. 

Delegates Chosen 
Delegates at large to the na- 

lonal convention to be held at 
Cleveland 'are Lean Cloney of 
lureka, state : historian, and 

Pauline Ellison of Long Beach, 
retiring first vice president. 

Alternate delegates at large 
are Elizabeth Brendell, Sarah 
Nash, Florence Chess, Marie 
Connelly and" Edith' Pontius, 
"wenty three state ''delegates 

and an aqual number pf altcrn- 
tes were chosen. 
Mrs. Mathebat named Flor- 

ncc Chess as state membership 
lairman and Martha Decker, a 
lose friend, as guest chairman, 
frs. Decker Is also a past de- 
mrtment president. 

Honor Carol Marks 
As a memorial to Carol Marks, 
rst president ot   the depart 

ment of California, the organlza- 
ion voted to establish a pcrpet- 
al memorial. This will take the 
orm of two scholarships: One 
t the University of California 
t Berkeley, and one at the Uni- 
erslty of California at Los An- 
;eles. The fund will be raised 
y voluntary gifts during the 

coming three years. A check
rom the past presidents' parley 
or $100 was presented by 

Martha Decker. 
San Bernardino and San 'Ma- 

eo were the new districts cre- 
ted at the convention, making 
total of 26. 

National Defense 
The closing address of the 

convention was given by Carrie 
aade, national defense chalr- 
lan, who urged delegates fo 

carry the fight for American de- 
ense, using the youth of the 

nation as a vital channel to 
reach national consciousness. 

ti«t urged the sponsoring of or- 
:orln! contests in schools and 
stabllshlng of libraries contain- 
ng books on defense. These 
>ookt) must of course be so- 
eoted with care. 

Bert S. Grassland Unit 170 
sent as delegates to* the con-

imeda, headed the group of 
at the 17th annual conven- 
Auxiliary held in Hollywood 
officers she .was installed by
rtment president, Wednesday
,        .        .    -  

vention their president, Bess 
 Myers'; their secretary, Fan 
Wilkes and Lucille Lewellen 
who was installed as vice presi 
dent of the 19th district at the 
convention just 'closed.

Lighting Tax 
Refunds For 3 
Years Ordered
South Torrance Property 
Owners Relieved of Double 

Tax Levy From 1931-35

A friendly gesture in the form 
of a $1,000 refund of street' 
lighting assessments covering 
the three years, 1931 to 1934, 
was voted unanimously by the 
Torrance city council this week 
to property owners of South 
Torrance, which territory before 
annexation to this city was in 
cluded in the county lighting 
district at Lomita. Property 
owners in this district were 
charged by both the county and 
the city for street, lights. How 
ever, the county furnished the 
lights during these three years 
and for this reason members of 
the council authorized the re 
turn of the city's lighting tax. 

Because of statutory limita 
tions, the city is only legally re 
quired to return the assessment 
for the final year, 193334, but 
Mayor Stanger stated that re 
gardless of the 'legal obligation, 
He felt that the city was morally 
obligated to return the three 
years' assessments. Other mem 
bers of the council concurred In 
this belief and $1,000 was appro 
priated to cover the three-year 
refunds. 

To be eligible for a refund, 
each property owner onuat file a 
claim at the olty clerk's office, 
Mayor Stanger stated, and he 
urged that this be done as soon 
as possible.

PLAN FOR CHARTER
Hermosa Beach citizens are 

circulating petitions for the 
nomination of a board of free 
holders to draw up a charter 
for that city. Nominations will 
close August 18 and the elec 
tion will be held September 8.

iloyee of the Coast fasulating 
ider mysterious circumstance 
bund alive and is now in th 
tal, recuperating from his ex 
I yesterday, lying bound and

Storage Bldg. 
Planned Next 
To Auditorium
City May Erect Small Struc 

ture On Rear of Lot to 
Store Equipment

Plans for a proposed new 
building, 30 feet by 50 feet, to 
be built on the back of the city 
owned lot adjoining the civl 
auditorium was ordered drawn 
this week by the Torrance city 
council. Approximate cost o 
the structure is $4,800. 

In explaining the need -for the 
building,. Mayor Stanger .pointed 
out that there was no room in 
the new auditorium foivthe stor 
age of tables, boxing rings, or 
similar equipment, necessary for 
serving dinners or holding box 
ing and wrestling matches. If 
we are going to use the audi 
torium for such affairs, it is 
necessary to nave convenlen 
'space in which to store such 
equipment   when it is hot v ;jn 
use, Mayor Stanger stated,. 

Other' thW^ttebrlflngrjJSn 
gineer Leonard to < draw up nie 
plans, the council did not take 
any action toward the actual 
construction of ttic building.

Around the 

Council Table
Purchase of 1,000 feet of 2tt- 

inch American fire hose was 
authorized by the Torrance city 
council at its meeting Tuesday 
evehing. The new -hose will re 
place .that now In use on the 
:hree city fire trucks, which is 
over three years old. Price 
quoted, according to Mayor 
Stanger is about $1.20 per foot.

Four additional fire hydrants 
:o be located in Walteria were 
Recommended by Fire Chief 
Stevenson,, but the council de 
ferred its decision until the re- 
x>rt from the fire insurance un- 
lerwriters could be obtained.

Railings on the stairways lead- 
ng to the stage of the civic 
auditorium and other minor 
safety devices were authorized 
on recommendation of the state 
safety engineer.

Contract for the purchase of 
amps for street lights and 

other 'municipal purposes 'was 
awarded to the Torrance Elec- 
ric Shop.

The question of furnishing a 
float at the National Air Races 
o be held at the Los Angeles 

municipal airport In Inglewood 
n September was referred to 
he Chamber of Commerce. Par- 
icipation In the air race pro 

gram was strongly urged In a 
ctter from the board of super 
visors.

Permission to sell Coca-Cola 
rom tho kitchen at the auditor- 
urn was given to the sponsors 
f the public 'dances planned for 
aturday. The council specified, 

wwever, that the bottled drinks 
must not be carried Into the 
uditorlum proper.

Adjournment was taken to 
Tuesday, Aug. 18, at 4:30 p. m., 
n order to act upon requests 
'or location, of hog' -ranches In 

remote unpopulated districts.

MOTHER DIES
R.H. Lockwood, manager of 

ic Woolworth store here, re 
ceived a message Tuesday con- 

eying the sad 'news of the 
eath of .his mother, Mrs. W. A. 
^ockwood, who passed away In 

New York City that day.

PROMOTED

.1. R. HAYDEN
Named as assistant to President 
Samuel T. Bledsoe, of the Santa 
Fe Railway System. Is now di 
rect representative of Santa Fe's 
president In California. Head- 
quarters, San Francisco.

Dr. Bingham 
Tahes a Bride

Dr. R. A. Bingham, prominent 
Torrance dentist, who left re 
cently on a vacation trip tp the 
north, returned this week ac 
companied by his bride, the 
former Miss Hjordls Dybvik. Dr. 
Bingham and Miss Dybvik were 
married Friday, August 7, at 
the parsonage of the Presby 
terian church, at Reno, Nevada. 

They ''are occupying .Dr. Birigi 
.ham's bachelor, quarters Xihtil 
they Vca'ri; find" a" jwiteb^resi- 
dehce. " v '.." -     ', ;

PURCHASE: HOME
The Stedman Home, 2355 El 

Dorado street, was recently pur 
chased by Mr. and Mrs. E. J. 
Young, of Los Angeles.

CO-OPERATIVES 
INVITE PUBLIC 
TONIGJlnTl
Interesting Program Planned, 

Also Refreshments and 
Dance; Admission Free '

The interesting story of the 
co-operative movement and how 
the members of the organiza 
tion banded .together 'to help 
one another thru the arduous 
days of the depression will be 
discussed at a meeting tonight 
at the headquarters of the local 
Veterans' Co-operative unit on 
Border .avenue. 

Officials of the federal, state, 
and municipal government will 
be present to address the gath 
ering to which the public is in 
vited. Following the speaking 
program, refreshments will be 
served and a dance held. Music 
will be furnished by the WPA 
orchestra. The public will be 
admitted without charge and all 
are Invited, states G. L. Comer, 
manager of the Torrance co 
operative. 

Congressman Charles 3. Col 
den will be present to represent 
the federal government, an, offi 
cial of the SERA will represent 
 the state, 'and Mayor Stanger 
and other city councilmen have ' 
been invited to attend as rep 
resentatives of. the city. 

The public ranting tonight; 
has been planned fn order to 
.get, toe co-operative movement 
before . public, officials and the 
pubnc In gerier^L, , i^I'. JfT- i 
Comer. We have ttf fnWestn% 
story to tell and can promise 
everyone who attends an enjoy 
able evening, he added. The 
program will begin, promptly at 
8 p. m. '

Townsendites Confused
By Political Claims of Various Candi 
dates in August Primary

Most uncertain element ol 
on August 25, Is which can 
)ort of Townsemlites. And 
counter-claims by the variou 
he Townsend Club members 
o trust. ' 
Just when everyone thought 

:^ee Geyer, candidate for Con 
gress had the Townsend en- 
lorsement in his lap, comes a 

scathing rebuke from F. N. 
Tighe, spokesman for the Town- 
send Club No. 42, ;tn Los An 
gles. In a letter to Candidate 
Jeyer, Mr. Tighe gives his rea 
sons for refusing to support 
Geyer, as follows: 

"Because: 
"In a Democratic assembly 

caucus last year, you stated 
that you did not believe In the 
Townsend plan but that "It 
would bo political suicide" for 
you in your district If this fact 
became known. Two of your 
fellow assemblymen. In whom I 
have Implicit confidence, have 
verified this to my satisfac 
tion. 

"Because: 
"When you came back from 

Sacramento, you stated at an 
Epic meeting that you voted 
tho Townsend Memorial to 
Congress ONLY to put Mer- 
rlum on the spot. 
' "Because: 

"When you realized the 
strength Of tho Townsend 
movement, and the weakness 
of your Epic organisation, you 
took advantage of the situa 
tion becoming an ardent Town- 
seiidite. Then, In order to gain 
office, you .Violated the Town- 
send Manual and directly «on- 
tacted the Townsend Congres 
sional Advisory Board mem 
bers seven months before the 
convention. In a determined ef 
fort to obtain their endorse 
ment. This you yourself ad 
mitted at a hearing before 
Senator ArbUckle. 

"Because: 
"You iwed every mean* pos 

sible to publicize yourself an 
the "TowiUMJiid endorsed" can 
didate, although you should 
have known, had you been ac 
tive In TowiiHvnd work, tliut 
your endorsement tvus not

the coming primary election 
dldates will receive the 'sup-i 

with so many claims and 
9 candidates, it is doubtful if 
themselves will know whom

valid until It Had -gone through 
prescribed channels. 

"Because: 
"Three . times that I know 

' of, in public, you stated that 
you . were going to run for 
Congress whether you re 
ceived the Townsend endorse 
ment or not. 

"Because: ' . 
"From these and other facts 

In my possession I feel that '. 
you have proven yourself a 

. political opportunist and that 
your election would be detri 
mental to the Plan. 

"Therefore, I am not sup 
porting you, although I am, 
and have been, an active loyal 
Townsend member. I am plac 
ing these facts before you and 
the public In plenty of time 
for you to refute them, al 
though hundreds of Townsend- 
Ites know them to be true." 

"Tony" Seizes Chance 
Quick to grasp the opportun 

ity offered by the apparent 
break-down In the Townsend 
Club support for Geyer, Candi 
date A. P. "Tony" EnU-nza an- 
noflnces. from his headquarters . 
that . "hundreds of Townsend 
Club members throughout the 
district, are daily pledging their 
support to my campaign." A 
Townsend Committee for tha 
support of Entenza's candidacy 
Is In the offing, U is reported. 

Colden's Record 
Supporters of Congressman 

Charles J. Colden point out to. 
Townsend Club members that 
Mr. Colden 'voted consistently 
for every humanitarian meas 
ure before Congress, and that 
he voted. aaainfV the appropria 
tion of $W,oSFtt i Investigate the 
Townsend plan, on the grounds 
that the plan should be given a 
fair hearing with adequate de 
bate on the floor of Congreee 
to determine first If such an In 
vestigation were warranted.


