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ADVANTAGES OF CIVIC CENTER 
STRESSED BY NOTED PLANNER
Leonard S. Smith, Consulting Engineer In City Planning 

Projects, Gives Opinion On Selectee) 
. Library Site

  Advantages of the form 
city of any size, particularly 
growth, are "pointed out by 

 " city planner, residing in 'the 
Torrance1. Mr. Smith has d
talents for a number of years, to 
the solving, of problems In city 
planning, and has to his credit 
effective work In many places 
notably such an easily accessible 
co'mmunlty as National City,- a 
suburb of 'San Diego. 

Hl» views on the subject are 
particularly timely, since Torrance 
now has under consideration the 
erection ol a. 'public library build 
ing. The committee In 'charge of 
details has recommended the use 

' of the city-owned lot at the cor 
ner of Cravens and El Prado. He 

 fully 'coincides with '/their Judg 
ment In selecting t'huji, site. 

Mr." Sniltlr In a letter to the 
Herald says: 1 

' Hollywood felvlera, 
M* y April 10, 1935. 

lilr. Grover C. Why'te, 
Editor Torrance Herald. 
Dear Sir: 

0I present the following In re 
sponse to your request for my 
opinion of the best location of the 
proposed Torranoe public library. 

, . I believe the best 'location for 
the library would be on the public 
plaza near the present city hall. 
Some of the reasons' why I favor 
this location are the following: 

The grouping of public buildings 
Instead of scattering them among 
the wards makes for economy and 
.efficiency In the conduct of the 
jReople's business . In fact, .the 
Municipal corporation Is often the 
only large corporation in the city 
that does not so correlate Its var 
ious buildings In a way to system 
atize Its business operations. This 
failure Is often the result of poor 
politics. 

Many California cities, large and 
small, have thus created civic 
centers and many more arc plan 
ning future centers; as examples 

  of these nearby cities may be 
mentioned: Oceanside, Orange, 
Pomona, National City and River 
side. 

Fortunately for Torrance the 
city already possesses a lovely 
and suitable plaza   thanks to the 
eminent city 'planning engineer 
who gave you your city plan. The 
plaza docs not need to be pur 
chased, It only needs to be Used 
by placing, the library near the 
city hall and fire department. 
Some day In the future the city 
will need n larger city hall, per 
haps Including an auditorium. In 
such a case the new building 
should also be on the plaza. 

The grouping together on a 
plaza such public buildings allows 
of a ' united architecture and In 
sures a proper and convenient set 
ting for public buildings. Such a 
civic center prOperly designed ex 
presses tho, Ideals of the com 
munity, challenges the sense and 
just pride Of Its citizens and Im 
presses the visitors with the dig 
nity and artistic discernment of 
Us citizens. . 

Respectfully yours, 
LEONARD S. SMITH, 

Member American Society 
\ Civil Engineers.

ation of a civic center, to a 
to one in the early stages ol 

Leonard B. Smith, prominent 
Hollywood Riviera section of 
evoted his time and superior

Scout Hall
May Be Removed

To Park
Request of the district cbmmls- 

'qloner of Boy Scouts, that the 
Scout ' hall be removed from . Its 
present site In the grove west of 
the county health center to the 
municipal park, brought on a dis 
cussion of ways and means to ac 
complish the move, and the mat- 
_ter was .finally turned over to "a 
"committee with power to dot. The 
committee Includes Park Commis 
sioner William H. Tolson, City 
Englpeer Frank Leonard and 
Street Superintendent William 
Gascolgne, appointed ' by Mayor 
Scott R. Ludlow. at council meet 
ing Tuesday night. 

The removal of the hall Is de 
sired Immediately so that the 
 ficouts may have the use of It 
£s an office during the big jam- 
tiOree on May io-11 which' will be 
he.14 in the park. It Is proposed 
to locate It on the east side of 
the park, fronting on Cabrlllo avo- 
nue, Objections to Its remaining 
on its present site were voiced 
by the health center people on the 
grounds that It constitutes a fire 
hazard. 
  The job of moving the building 
will . present no small problem, 
since the house Is surrounded by 
trees, and the only feaslblt- way 
of moving It will be to take It 
out across land now deeded to 
the county. Permission to do this 
will have to be obtained. * 

Discussion of the matter brought 
up the question whether the coun 
cil desired to move the old build 
ing, which has been In use for a. 
number of years, ne.ver was more 
than an unpaintcd shack and Is 
now In considerable disrepair. Its 
location on park grounds. It was 
stated, wpuld probably not be In 
keeping with the -surroundings, 
and" some suggestions were made 
to abandon the old building and 
put up u new structure which 
woul be more presentable. A tent 
for the use of tho Scouts during 
their big meeting can be placed 
which would afterwards -be re 
moved and a new building erected. 

No action will .be taken until 
the committee appointed to see 
about moving the old building re 
ports Its findings.

ACQUITTED
John Dawson, arrested February 

16 on a burglary charge, who was 
held to Answer February 25 to the 
superior court, was acquitted when 
the case came to trial Monday 
morning. Dawson was released.

New Electric Dept.
Opened By Star Furniture 
3 Day Open House Planned

Offering a widely diversified stock of electrical house 
hold appliances, the Star Furniture Company, today, an 
nounces the opening of a new electrical department oc 
cupying quarters in the store building at 1279 Sartori ave 
nue, located two stores south of the furniture store. The

tho Star Electric Appliance De 
partment und will be operated un 
der the same management as the 
furniture store. 

"Open HOUM" 
In celebration of the event, the 

company Is holding- "open house" 
on Thursday, Friday und Saturday 
of this week, during which days 
the new store will be open eve 
nings. During <he three years that 
the Star Furniture Company hai 
been In business In Torrance, the 
company's executives and staff of 
employes have been hosts at a 
number of highly enjoyable affairs 
of thin nature. Those who at 
tended previous celebrations know 
what to expect at thu "open 
house" tills week-end, salt! i. U. 
Koch, proprlutor. A cordial Invi 
tation U extunded to thu general 
public to visit the new Star Kleo-

trie Appliance Department during 
the three-day opening. 

The new* department with Its 
extensive Investment in electrical 
household appliances marks an 
other outstanding achievement in 
the company's rapid growth In 
this city. In commenting upon the 
new 'department, J. O. Koch, pro 
prietor, said yesterday: 

"W« havo a groat deal of 
oonfitUnoo In tho futuro of 
Torrance, and for this ro»on, 
w* hivo na hotiUnoy in rna- 
toriclly increasing our invest 
ment, «  wo fool certain that 
tho futuro development of thli 
community will warrant iuoh 
 n expuntlon." 

Complete Lino 
The Star Electric Appliance De- 

(ConUnued on Pog« 6)

NEW LIBRARY BUILDINGn
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Pictured" above is a drawing of the proposed new the money for such work will be paid out of the four 
library building in ; Torranoe, as submitted by Walker & billion dollar unemployment relief appropriation which was 
Eisen, prominent Los Angeles firm of architects, whose recently authorized by Congress and signed by President 
plan ^was recommended by the citizens' library committee Roosevelt this week.. Total cost of the library building 
and subsequently adopted by the Torrance city council .will be approximately $21,000, and- the city's portion is 
Tuesday evening. The city council also authorized the estimated by the architects to be slightly, less than $9,000. 
architects to- proceed immediately in drawing up detail . While the citizens' library committee recommended 
plans and specifications preparatory to applying to 'the that the building be erected facing El Prado at the corner 
S. E. R. A. for funds. Officials of the1 S. E. R, A, have of Cravens avenue adjacent to the city hall, no action 
already verbally agreed to furnish all -the labor and pay concerning the site was taken by the city council. The 
for 40 percent of the cost of materials. It is expected that site recommended by the ommittee is owned by the city.

Details
Of Library Bldg.

Outlined
The new Torrance library 

building will be of sjeel 
frame construction with gun- 
ite walls, -considered by ex 
perts to be the best type of
construction to rcslat earthquakes. 
The main portion of the building 
will havo a frontage of 77 feet, 
three inches, and a depth of 62 
feet, eight inches. Storage facili 
ties for 26,144 books arc 'provided. 

The Interior floor plan was 
adopted after ah exhaustive sur 
vey of many modern library bullri 
ngs in Southen California. Brtef- 
y, It consists of a vestibule, open- 
ng Into a concourse (18 ft. by 20 

ft.) 1n which can be found a 
centrally located charging desk; 
two reading rooms (each 29 ft. 
by 23 ft.) and each accommodat- 
ng four tables and chairs; two 

reference rooms (each eight ft. six 
n. by 12 ft.) located at the sides 

of tho entrance; a children's room 
(16 ft. by 22 ft.) with four tables; 
a atac-fc room (22 ft. by 36 ft.) 
equipped with ateel shelves; 
Ibrarlan's office (eight ft. six in. 

by 10 ft. six In.) adjoining the 
stack room; a work room (16 ft. 
by 16 ft. four in.); and toilet 
rooma. A drinking fountain is 
provided in tho concourse. An 
outside stairway leads to the base- 
Hunt which includes 'only a corner 
of the mnln building and Is to be 
used for a boiler room and storage 
of magazine files and data which 
are not culled fur frequently. Steam 
teat furnished by a low pressure 
boiler Is recommended by tho 
architects. i 

Floors of tho building will be gf 
concrete covered with heavy llno- 
cum recommended because It ellni- 
r.aU-.-i unnecessary noise. Venetian 

blinds arc provided for the win 
dows. Attractive landscaping Is 
jluimud for the lawn aurroundlng 
he building.

Award Pipeline 
Contract Today

Award of tho contract fof fur- 
itshtne approximately 12 miles of 

11 -Inch water plpo to thu city of 
I.oa Angulea for construction of 
la now half- million-dollar West- 

urn avenue pipeline that will bring 
aqueduct water from Mono baaln 
o the harbor district, was ex- 
iccted to bu made thla afternoon. 

Tho wutur and power commis 
sion ut Its meeting Tuesday tiflor- 
luon did not gut around to make' 
ho award, and It wua continued 

until Thursday's calendar. 
Award of thu contract will cluur 

hu wuy lor an Immediate aturt 
of thu work, according to en-

Know Your Own 
Library

An Often Neglected Agency For Civic Progress

. S

EDITOR'S
of preientina » 
Helen E. Vog 
views co'ncerni 
services after 
response to thi 
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written.  
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American Libr 
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ranee, one wo
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Government: 
brary is a brand 
gelcs county pub 
operates unde 
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Contributed by
Miss Eleanor Stephens

Assistant County Librarian

NOTE: In line with the Herald's established policy 
1 sidoa of public problems, the editor requested Miss 
oson, cpunty librarian, lait week to exproas her 
ig the advantage! of retaining the county library 
he new Torranco library building is completed. In 
s request, the following interesting article by Miss 
ns, assistant county librarian, is submitted. While 
icur with some of the opinions expressed by Miss 
it ice to her, we are publishing the article exactly as

for judging library service may vary, but 
)le guide is the measuring stick set up by the 
ary Association. Applying the questions put 
atipn to the conditions and service, at Tor- 
uld discover that the library situation might

books among the 44 largest public 
The Torrance 11- libraries In tho United States, 

of the Los An- Income and Expenditures: The 
Ic library, which prescnt Income la baaed on a rate 
r , the California of six cents on the hundred dol- 
w. This library ""'» U100.00). This rate Is lower 
rzed as. outatuml- tllun ls generally considered esscn- 
Calitornia, but In *"»' for adoiiuuto administration 

as may be ovl- ai)d it la far lower than the 
fact that Miss amount necessary for any slngje 

jnty librarian, is municipal library which hopea to 
chairman of 'tho operate effect vcly as an Indepen- 
oction of the Na- dent »»"  Although funds ure 
soclatlon. Visit- Pooled collectively, the sum of 
lave been advised IUS0.62 which was applied locally 
s Angeles/ county m t ' le vo<»r 1933-34 on salaries, 
pn because It Is 1'°'> t- "Bht. water, heat, equipment 
t It has a most "U"1 book9 represents only a part 
nlstratlon, giving ot tl10 totul expenditures for Tor- 

service on thi! 'once. Lust year, in addition to 
lable. Lust year Purchasing 16.608 books for the 
loth In use oft (Continued on Page 6-A)

Rational School Weei^
Program sponsored by the 

Fraternal and Civic Societies of Torrance

Friday Evening, April 12, at 8 O'clock 
High School Gymnasium

Torrance Elementary School Orchestra
Combined Torrance Elementary School and Fern 

Avenue School Program
"Old Faithful" and "La Cucaracha"   High School 

"Hillbilly Band.
Address   Dr. David R. fijork, Associate Professor 

of History, University of California at Los 
Angeles. 

"How Shall I Fitly Meet Thee?" and "Violin In the 
Street"  High School "Madrigals."

Berries
Bloc\ Progress

On Street
The luscious strawberry, now 

coming Into its full flavor and 
exccllenrw In this vicinity, proved 
to be a stumbling block In tho 
way of securing deeds for right of 
way for the Improvomentof 
E.shelinan avenue through the 
Kettlei- ranch, City Engineer Frank 
R. Leonard reported to the city 
council Tuesday night. . 

Mr. Leonard stated that he had 
contacted the attorney for the 
Kettler estate, who stated that 
while It Is probable -that the Ket 
tler heirs would have no objec 
tion to donating the atrip of land 
SO feet wide and about 1,000 feet 
long for 4trcct purpoaea, at the 
present time tho land In question 
Is occupied by a strawberry patcb. 
The Japanese gardener, who ' Is 
marketing his product from that 
strip, would have to be paid for 
the loss of the plants, and the 
current market price Is now five 
cents each. (Julte a number of 
strawberry plants can be planted 
in 80,000 iKiuure feut of ground, 
so thut the expense of securing 
the deed ut this time would run 
Into u fairly large .sum. 

In addition to this objection, thu 
attorney further stipulated that 
the *decd would bu forthcoming 
only 11 and when tho . city was 
prepared to show thut It was 
actually about to begin construc 
tion of thu KrudlDK and paving. 

This situation ut present con 
stitutes somuwhut of a duudlock 
for the extension of Cabrlllo ave 
nue, since the city la not reudy 
to buy strawberry plants, und un 
til this feature. of thu proceedings 
cun be cleared up thu city can 
make no movu to proceed with thu 
project undur the SURA. In order 
to secure thu money, labor und 
other advantages offered by the 
KKUA the city muat havo thu 
riant of wuy. Until It has   thu 
money, etc., thu, Kcttlur hulrs will 
make no move to deed the land. 

Thu mutter Is still pending and 
further effort on the pure of the 
cnKincer to remove tiieau diffi 
culties will bu made.

Hawthorne Man 
Dies In Autpmobile

Mrs. Laura Danel, 120 North 
Menlo, und Ivan C. McLunnu. 706 
ICiiNt New Jcrauy struct, both uf 
Hawthornu, were profoundly 
shocked whim their companion, 
Fred Spain.. 643 Menlo, guaped 
and aTuinped down In thu Beat of 
the cur In which they wure riding 
lust Thursday. Thu unconscious 
man waa taken to thu Hawthorne* 
hosiiltul where attendants pro 
nounced him dctul. He hud been 
ill with flu for .suvciul iluya but 
hud uppan-ntly recovered.

Dr.G.P.Shidler 
Chosen President 
Of Rotary Club
Charles Jones Named Vice 

President, and Dave 
Roberts, Secretary

Dr. George- P. Shidler was 
chosen president of the Torrance 
Rotary Club for the coming year, 
It .was announced today at the 
club '^luncheon. Other officers 
elected by the beard of directors 
are Charles V. Jones, vice presi 
dent, and Dave Roberts, secretary. 

This Is Dr. Shidler's second term 
as president of the local club, and 
his consent to nerve In this ca 
pacity again was gilven with great 
reluctance upon the urgent appeal 
of all other directors, who felt 
that Dr. Shidler's experience and 
leadership were necessary to bring 
new 'life Into the club. His tielec- 
'tlon was announced tod"ay ' by 
Arthur G. Waldellch and was re 
ceived with much 'enthusiasm by 
the club members.

Churches
Will Observe

Holy Week
Beginning next Monday night, 

April 15, the churches of Torrance 
will observe Holy Week with n 
series of special religious services. 
The services will be evangelistic 
In nature. A largo chorus choir 
will be used each evening to lead 
the congregational singing. Uospol 
Holes, quartets, duets ahd chorus 
numbers will supply the liack- 
ground for the evangelistic mes 
sages .and the Invitation of the 
Christ will be extended In all the 
services. . , ' 

The special meetings will be 
held In the first M. E. church, 
Torrance, and the following pastors 
will speak:. Monday, Rev. Kemp 
J. Wlnkler; Tuesday, Rev. F. A. 
Zeller, of Burbunk. will supply for 
Rev. O. D. Wonder, who la re- 
coverlng'from an 'illness; Wednes 
day, Rev. George Q. Elder; Thurs 
day. Rev. J9hn B. Speed; 'and 
Friday, Rev. Theodore Kemp, of 
Los Angeres. 

With the return of tho Easter 
season the- Divine IB again at our 
door and the Easter program of 
evangelism is getting into full 
swine, according to Rev. 'Elder, 
publicity manager for the special 
meetings. The Ministerial Associ 
ation of Torrance, Rev, WJnkler, 
president, extends a cordial Invi 
tation to all people of al faiths 
to attend the meetings   of Holy 
Week.

Evening High 
Invites Visitors

  Tho Torrance evening school In 
vites thu public to visit the school 
and sou thu classes at work to 
night, April 11, from 7 to 9 o'clock. 
Classes which will be In Session 
are commercial, typing, bookkeep 
ing and shorthand; wood and 
machine shops; clothing; beauty 
culture; English; commercial law; 
arts and Crafts, and women's gym 
nasium.

RESIDENT FOR 
21 YEflRS IS
FOUfJEIlt)
Mrs. Anna U'r ban," Well 

Known Business Woman, 
Passes Away Monday

When Henry Urban, pro 
prietor of the vegetable stand 
at the Cra-Post Market, re 
turned home shortly after 6 
p'cloote Monday afternoon, he
found his wife, Mrs. Anna Urban, 
age 71, lying dead on .the couch. 
Mrs. Urban hud passed away In 
sleep about four hours earlier. 

Mrs. Urban,- who assisted her 
husband In his work at the mar 
ket, had   gone to hnr home, 2103 
Andreo avenue, about 2 o'clock- to 
do" some, washing. -When she en 
tered the" house. It appeared that 
she lay down on the couch to 
rest for a few minutes before 
beginning the  " task. A neighbor, 
who, had made an ensaRement tp 
take Mr*. Urban out during the 
afternoon, called about 3 o'clock 
and was unable to gain admit 
tance. She drove to the market 
to  . Inquire as to Mrs. . Urban'a 
whereabouts, and was told that 
she had gone home, and that 
probably she was busy at the 
back of the hquse. " She returned 
a second time and was still un 
able to rouse anyone, so went 
away, thinking that Mrs. Urfcan 
had gone out. 

When Mr.' Urban went home at 
.6 o'clock he found the screen 
doors fastened on the inside, and 
was forced u> enter by a window. 

He found his wife lifeless, lying 
In. a natural posture with hands 
folded across her breast .as If In 
sleep. .It Is "believed that death, 
attributed, to , n heart atlatk. 
occurred .within a few .minutes 
after she had returned homo. 

Mrs. Urban was born In Jugo 
slavia, April '6, 1S04. On Monday 
while at   the store, she had 
been cheerful and gay, recounting, 
to those about her the wonderful 
time she had had on Sunday as 
the guest of f ricnda who had en 
tertained ' her In honor of Sujr 
blrthduy. She .was .apparently In 
the bfcst : of' health. 

Mrs. Urban' was one of the old 
est members ol' this community 
In residence, as she had lived here 
for 21 years, 'frm had been in tfe* 
United States as years, -2t at 
which were spent In California, 

Rosary wps said for the de 
parted at 7 o'clock last evening, 
gnd funoval .services were held 
from the Church of the NaJlvHjr 
this morning ut 9 o'clock. Inter 
ment Was made, at Calvary ceme 
tery In Los Angeles.

Mass Meeting 
At Lawndale

A mass meeting of the members 
of all tho Townaend clubs of the 
south bay district will be held at 
the Leuzlnger high school audi 
torium In Lawndale on Thursday, 
evening, April 18, at 8 o'clock, and 
all members of Torrance Club No. 
1 are requested to attend. 

A good program la assured for 
their entertainment.

Free Cooking School
Planned for April 30, May 1 
and 2, at Torrance Theatre

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thu 
On these three days between 
Torrance Theatre, the housew 
other near-by communities w
hearing one of America's foremost<

Abbey, of the Union Ice Company, 
 conduct n moat Interesting and 
iistructlv'e cooking ttchool which 
N free to thu public. 

Nina G. Abbey .brings to thn 
women of thin district a weulth 
of experience and technical traln- 
ng. Many new and unusual dishes 

will be prepared.   countless sug 
gestions for thu health and happi 
ness of your home will bo offered 
ly this well-known authority on 
cc refrigeration und home eco 

nomics. | 
Not onlji does Mr*. Abbey lec- 

ui e on the (lowest and moat at- 
.racllve method* of prupurlug 
foods for the home, but she also 
offura suggestion! for entertaining, 
for balanced dleta and fur cutting 
lonie budgets. 

Mm. Abbey uocu not belluve la

rsday, April 30, May 1 and 2. 
1 p. m. and 3 p. m. at the 

ives of .Torrance, Lomita and 
11 be given an^ opportunity of

long seualona for a cooking school, 
and for this reason the lectures 
and demonstrations will begin at 
1 p. m. each day and conclude 
promptly at S p. m. Thu courso 
la carefully planned so that every 
minute of the two-hour dully ses 
sions will bu Interesting and full 
of Action. 

Many samples will bu distributed 
during the three-day school and 
those attending will be privileged 
to participate In thu awarding of 
n n uttmctlve list of grand prizes 
the closing day. Watch nuxt 
week's Issue for more Information 
on this exciting went. Hut keep 
these i-ates In mind.  April 30. 
May 1 and Z,  and don't lot any 
thing keep you fiom attending-. 

Thu throu-duy cooking school U 
Jointly upongored by thu Torranua 

(Continued on Pago Z-A)


