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BUY NOT, EAT NOT
By BOOTH TARKJNGTON j

Sonaetinieb we have to go against our training or 
go broke. SoHititim^t what we have always beliertd ;o 
i>e a r-ulf ol virtuous conduct proves fata.] in practice. 
Far iaHtauw, we have grown up in the befiel', fostered 
i>y 'Our parents and teachers and enforcer! by otar gov- 
.«mmeB,t, .Unit we have no rigiit to tatke or u&e the 
j>r.aj)ert-y -erf ,S!iioLbe,r pa'eoii without his coiiEenL But 
if t3ae property da ycestioa happens .to be a blackjack 
.that Hie .othw ptsTHOii is al>uut to bring down OB my 
iiaad 3 -stall Lave a better chance of surviving if 1 

m Uipe, <Uie unwisdom of clinging unalterably 
to «W tJBimctioiiE. That w. there are times' of "enier- 
.gaai-y when flinging to an old uonii4*tion will be ruin- 

Ijet u» oouislaer tiie present time in its. relation 
to our 'Old pyjftyictioa in favor of thrift.

People cTpioneer Btotli are often spoken of a? the 
'"backbone of the i-.ouutry," and probably they art-. 

are tiuuity W taey con't survive. 11 ice wood 
pile is used too freely in the autumn it may :iot last 
.ttrougi the \viaater, and the 51idiand t-hiid Icanied thriit 
aft. its gr«.niai,iiOtJaer's toaee. Moreover, we've been taught 
tor -sewraS generations that it isn't what a wan eaiTss 
stjaat 'CX»unts and LiLkes care of him in his old a.ge; it's 
wlmt h« BavtiK. W-e've a'ways bt-lic-ved that tiirift is a 
virtue, tiia.t spat ding is risky ani that squandering is 
BUJcidal. Wt- dt-inand tLriit iroti Our government, 
rote ajaiiust poJitj-eaJ candidatPh juovei: cuthrilty," and 
w* investigate, and often relegaie to private life, offi- 
fiials ihowa ta be carelessly lavish with public funds. 
Tlie valiie of thrift, indeeJ. is One of our strongest ccn- 
Tietioos. Xo one doubts that it is a right ai;<l useful 
oorarietion <M- that it would be dangerous to unsettle it; 
b«t bere i* the 'United Slates government coming to 

wrf a.Rit.Mg as to buy, buy, buy, advising us to 
mar DMjney rmtiier than to save it. and generally 

appearing to e«t itself wrongly in opposition to that old 
prtaxaple of thriftincsg in which we were trained. There
•eeniB to be a contradiction somewhere.

Moreover, the government asks us to spend at a 
lime when we have ihe least to spare, at a time when 
the federal government itself, as well as our state, 
county and city governments, are taking heavily from 
US In taxes and in that way lessening our power to 
speuJ. Worse still, our government, through the 
X. R. A-. a*fc* us to spend at a moment of great 
financial uncertainty in our lives, at a moment when 
w« don't know wliether we're emerging from the de 
pression or going deeper into it, and when we aren't
 ore whether wt're less afraid of the future than we 
were a year Ego, or more BO. The curious thing about 
the government's exhortation to us to spend is that 
the exhorters know how we feel and how we're sit 
uated; they know our old conviction in favor ol t'arifti- 
ness aad they agree with that conviction and 
these same exporters ask us to buy, buy, buy!

What's the answer? .Money is a means of trade. 
I/ you' had a cord of wood and no food, and your 
neighbor had a cellar full of potatoes and no fuel, and 
If neither of you were willing to trade, he'd have raw 
potatoe* to eat but he'd freeze to death, and you'd 
have heat enough perhaps, but you'd starve to death. 
Thrift IB indeed a virtue; but this is a time of emer 
gency during which it's necessary to buy goods so that
 somebody 11 have money enough to pay for what we 
produce. If it's hard for us to get rich by washing 
one another's shirts, it's certainly impossible for us to 
make a living by washing our own. It seems wiser to 

live by ^pending than to perish by saving.
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Litvinov Confers With Hull

Maxim LUvlnor, Bovkt c^mmkur for forcljn ttffnln, end United
htiln bcmr. nf 8Ut« Cordrll Hull, mapped ai the Btate Department
re'-rntly wbco Mr. Utvloov came to America to dUi-UM United State*
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