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IMPORTANT POINTS
of the

CITY CHARTER
By JUDGE C. T. RIPPY 

Chairman of Board of Freeholders

(Third articta in a «eri«s dialing | 
with salient f 
charter.)

TAXES, SPECIAL ASSESS 
MENTS AND BONDS 
UNDER PROPOSED

CHARTER
Forty-Cent Tax Reduction 

A forty-cent tax rwlucfi-m was 
discussed in the article appearing 
In the March 3rd issue of the 
Torrance Herald. A further article 
on the same subject will appe

upon the property Involved. 
, Tilt- importance of this is beat 

it rated by reference to special 
ssments against corner lots in
••Shoe String" atrip, where the
•laments run from THREE TO 

j I-'IVK TIMES the amount of the 
asse-Mtnents on the inside tot*.

"MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS"
The primary purpose of tin 

proposed charter la to confer upon 
the City of Torranee plenary or 
absolute powers over "municipal

aub»«4Uent issu IP THERE
AUT DOUBT THAT IT IS 

POSSIBLE TO REDl/CK TAXES 
BY FORTY CENTS t:Y ADOPT- 
INC; THE FROPOHKD CHARTER,
•H.-RITK OR THE TORRANCE
HftRAI.D A LETTF.R AND CON 
CLUSIVE FICHTRES WII.I. BE 
FURNISHED YOU.

Limitation* On Taxra
Tile, charter fixes a limitation 

the annual tax levy of $1.00 
each Jimi.nO ot axnesscd valuation. 
The exception* to thin limitation 
are the special taxefl provided for 
in the charter and a levy to pay 
principal and interest on honda or 
other sum* borrowed. The im 
portance of. tht*s provision does not 
rcQUirfi argiirnftnt.

Limitation* On Bonded 
Indabtadneu

The limitation on th.> bonded in 
debtedness of the City In ir. per 
centum of the anH«w»d valuation, 
bune.it upon the tout annual assess 
ment. The exception to this is the 
amount of the water honda voted 
September 15, 1930. Bonded in 
debtedness cannot be created or 
aumimeH without a two-thirds vote 
of the electors. No anturnent is 
needed here to .show the value of

ufficiently broad to

affairs." The charter contains the 
provision regarding "mnnlctpal af 
fairs" authorlxed hy the amend 
ment to the Constitution of Cali 
fornia in 1914. This provision is 

all the
conferred upon the city by 

the provisions of Article VIH 
latinn to specific powers. It she 
he noted, however, that Article 
VIII contains certain llmitatli 

pon these powers. 
The affect of conferring upon 
le city absolute control of i' 
uniclpal affairs is to take th

this vlslo
Limitation On Special

A**ea«m*ntf
The limitation on AM* special 

assessments AT ANY ONE TIME 
aKainst private property is 5iK/r 
of the true value of the lot, NOT 
THE HOUSE AND LOT. The 
assessed value is 40% of the true 
value. As an IHugt ration, if the 
assessed value of a lot upon which 
It is proposed to place a special 
iuwessment in »200.00, tile true 
value for special amtemmmit pur 
poses would he J5ftO.»0. and the 
limit on ALT. special assessments 
wnnld be JliSO.iM).

If the owners of FIFTY PER 
CENT of the frontage or area. 
the case, may be, object to 
special assessment, the proceeding 
must be abandoned.

This provision Is necessary. If 
a charter is adopted f<i 
reason that general laws do not 
apply to chartered cities. (Jene 
laws are often amended or 
pr-aled.

Special Aaamament Fund for
Public Improvements . 

THIS PROVISION IS VERY 
IMPORTANT AND IS ENTITLED 
TO CAREFUL CO.VSIDERATON 
The primary object of the fund t 
to have a fund available for th 
acquisition of land necessary 1 
the widening or openinK of a pul 
lie street or way. At the preset 
time the law affection cities of 
the Sixth Class, such as Torr 
is to the effect that unless deed 
can l« secured from all the owt 
ers of property affected by »u< 
improvement that it is nnceHsai 
to Institute condemnation pioceei 
in«s In the Superior Court, at 
have all the land condemned fj 
public use. This procedure Is e: 
pensive and Involves the expen 
of printing complaints and sun 

«*• njons, the cost of serving the »ur

parties involved, the. payi 
fees for attorneys and-, ap 
and the like, and dehty rangln 
from IS months to two yi

Under the Charter, the Cl 
would have a rlKht to take deet 
to all lands affected wit) 
summit any liability for I 
chase, price of the tend unless t 
City should acquire all the laftd 
In the district, or should other 
wise wish to acquire th. land nt 
any time within one year. This 
procedure would practically assure 
the City of ac.iuirlnK the land 
much cheaper and with much le*fi 
delay. It ha« Ix-en estimated that 
the savinK to .the City upon an 
Improvement aa larxe as the 
S> imlveda Boulevard Improvement 
would I" approximately SI 1.OAO.no. 
Advortiaing and Promotion Fund 
.An udvertlMlnir iind, piomotlon 

fiinil is created by the Charter to 
Is- uilsed by HO annual tux levy 
r,f KIVE CENTS. This Is five 
C'-nrs less than the present annual

lature, which meets in Sacramenti 
and is unfamiliar to a great ex 
tent with local conditions in Tor 
ranee. Why should senators am 
assemblymen elected from all part 
of the State of California, am 
who are ignorant of local need? 
have any control over our munici 
pal affairs? There can be 
one answer, and that Is, that the} 
should not have any such cnntrr. 
and If the charter is adopted this 
power will be taken away from 
the State Legislature and placed 
in the hands of tb« people in Tor 
rance.

In order to furnish you with a 
clear conception ot the effect of 
the "Municipal Affairs" provision 
at the propose* charter, I o.uote 
from the case of Bank v. Bell, 82, 
Cal. A pp. 3'20:

"The powers of the cities (re- 
rrinir to chartered cities} are not 
rived from the legislature hut 
5tn a freeholders' charter direct- 

provided for by the constitu- 
on. The c)ty in its charter may 

and enforce all laws and 
gulatlons in respect to municipal 

s, subject only to the restrlc- 
and limitations provided In

pect to other matter 
subject tc

they shall 
ntrolled by

ill la The

will 
b>

I Kill
.|.j>roxtn

I hi

ity are all-embracing, re- 
trlcted and limited by the charter 
nly, and free from the interfer- 
nce of'thf; state by general town, 
he r-walt IB that the city has be- 
ime independent of the general 
iws upon municipal affair*. Upon 
uch affairs a genera} law Is of no 
irce. If its charter gives it pow- 
ra concerning them, it has those 
owers. If ita charter i.s silent as 
o any such power, no general law 
an confer it. As to municipal 
.ffalrs, the charter, instead of he- 
ng a grant of power. Is, in effect, 
. limitation of powers. The city 
:an exercise the power if the char- 
er does not prohibit It. In a 
:ase ... not Involving; a purely 
municipal affair, one in which th 
itate In directly concerned, th 
:lty may exercise the power wher 
Is charter contains an expres 
trant."

It Is Important to bear in mind 
that the charter provides that th 

ty may operate under genera 
.w» if It so desires. This enable 
le city to take advantage of any 
eneral law that might be hene 

flciul to the city, and at the sam. 
time exclude* such laws becoming 
operative In the city without it

The following matters have beei 
held to be "municipal affairs" 
Police and sanitary laws and rex 
ulatlons for the protection of th 
property, lives and health of th 
city's inhabitant*; the mannei 

Mng municipal ordinances 
ilutions; prosecutions for viola 

tton of charter provisions or ell 
uniclpal election: 

the membership of local boari 
health; the compensation ar 
oval of municipal officers; tl 

disposition of municipal funds; tl 
creation of an Improvement dii 
tilct and the Issuance of impruv 
mcnt bonds thereof; the human 
of Itorids for the acquisition ai 
Improvement of parks and liuul 
viirdx and for permanent munli 
pat r>ultmnK» and Improvement 
the matter of opening, widen) 
iiml vacating of streets, the rtgu 
latlon of rallruHd crossing 
the like.

Not only dot* control ,,ve 
nlclpal affairs, give you home-ru 
In the hroadeat sense of the ti-im

iii) in Jl.'.ii'iti MIL The purposes 
whiih the fund may >*• used 
limit..a solely to advertising
). it im.it Inif the City. The pro-

the present ordinance
/ the list: of thf fund

run-i, ;md i«rk purposes 1»
iuniiteil. Except where the
ounts Involved are small, parka
l [tluyuroundN tinder the charter
|.>uht<-<lly wiiuld IH- iv/yitrtil by
...IM! IHXM. i.'.|iili|n« a two-thirds

Gato 
prov 

Hll tu

na Tax Fund

hot it eliminate* a nr«ul <!>•
uncertainty 

pphcubl

that
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PROGRAM 
NEXT WEEK

TONIGHT, MARCH 17

 TWO KINDS
OF WOMEN'

with Miriam Haphin* and 
Phillips Holme*

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, MAR. 18-19 

JOE E. BROWN in

"FIREMAN SAVE 
MY CHILD"

The 4-Alarm Comedy Riot

SUNDAY, MONDAY, TUESDAY 
MARCH 20-21-22

EDWARD G. ROBINSON in

"THE 
HATCHET MAN"
WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY

MARCH 23-24 

Big Double Feature Bill

"The Silent Witness"
with Lionel Atwovd, Greta Niuen

"NO
with Carole Lombard

Tickets To The

Torrance Theatre
If Your Name Appears 

In These Ads.
12 Tickets Given Away Each Week

HOW TO GET FREE 
TICKETS

Read all the advertisements on this page 
every week. If your name appears in any of the 
"ads," ... go to the store in whose advertisement 
your name is printed and receive two (2) tickets 
to the Torrance Theatre. Twelve free admissions 
will be given away each week. You are under no 
obligation to make a purchase in order to get your 
tickets. Watch every advertisement carefully every 

week.

titles ot th«
duxx. AH an Illuxtrallon. u 
WHH I>II»B'<| 1917, rrlutlVH to 
Inn, and It wu not until 
tlmi It w»» finally dwlducl 
thlH luw uppllwl to Initiativ 
rllnunccn ot ultle« ot the

Anutht-r dlrtlcully will l« 
Inuttfd, and thut l», the ne 
»C coittlnuoualy ntudylnv all o( t 

,.,., liunrtied* ul IUWH IUINM-.I I, 
ihi- j l«'Kl»l"turi> «vnry two yi-um

r' wlirtlwr or rw.t tluty i

rulifoitiiu ' 
;m.l Mil rumlH

1- lty C'otindl tc.
„. CUHU|hi« Tax

.lllV li.

Last Chance Before Easter

3 for 1 
CLEANING SPECIAL

Wholesale to the public. Your 
choice of any three garments. J "f 
a kind or on« of each of three, 
cleaned and pressed, cash and 
carry or call and deliver.........  
—This includes menfs suits, over- 
co»ts. white flannel pants, sweat 
ers, etc., and ladies' plain silk or 
weo! dresses, plain or fur trimmed 
coats. In fact any garment—so this 
is your chance to clean out your 
wardrobe for Easter.

3 Garments

Selma Cleaners
1422 Marcelina Phone 157-M

TORRANCE

NOWS THE TIME . . 
To Have That 

IDLE WATCH 
REPAIRED

BAKER 
SMITH

Jeweler
Established 1924 

1321 Sartori, Torrance

Murray's Barber & Beauty Shop
Shampoo and Finder Wave, Dry ...............75c
Wet Finger Wave ..._......................-...............35c

TRY OUR MEW SCALP TREATMENT 
It Worki Wonder. With Falling Hair

2205 Torrance Blvd. Mm. c. Ertcksen Phone 220-J

MEINZER'S PIES
 WHOLESALE 

Phone Torrance 388 Corner Sartori & Post
W. E. 1-avan

MinaiM

RADIOS - IGNITION WORK

Robert! 
Inner-Spring

MATTRESS
New Low 
Prices ...... $8.95

Huddleston 
Furniture Co.

1273 Sartori, Torrance

Sandy
& 

Scotty
men's apparel

Next to First
National Bank

Torrance

MAJESTIC RADIOS and
ELECTRIC REFRIGERATORS

1932 Model Majestic Radios now on display. 
Liberal eNscounta on laat year's models.

CLAUSINGS, Ltd.
1507 GabrtHo St. . Phone 163.

Cecil Smith SUPER
ERVICE
TATION

Successor ta Smith A Dav

GASOLINE AND MOTOR OILS

Scientific Automobile Lubrication—Car Washing 
and Polishing—Tires and Tire Repairing

2172 Torrance Bl»d. at Porto!*. Pru Torrance 212

GOOD TIMEPIECES 
DESERVE GOOD CARE

Our Skilled Watchmaker Is 
Experienced in

Repairing
All Makts of Swiaa and 

American

WATCHES
Estimates Without Charge

1503 Cabrillo Avenue I

-[-> <  ) f*\ Repairing All.DUCK s vjarage ***« * c.r.
PAINTING mak.i her look liko now... Wa can cloth* your oW

reliable and make h«r look Hk* now.
2172 Torranc* Blvd. at Portola

Wm. F. Totten

1618 CRAVENS   TORRANCE   PHONE 168

FORECLOSURE 
BARGAINS

$250 will'buy $1500 
Equity in 5-room house 
on Gramercy or6-room 
house on Andreo.

Torrance 
Investment Co.

1501 Cabrillo. Phono 176.

G. E. COON & SON
Painting and Plumbing Store

16420 So. Vermont Av». GARDEN A 
Phon* Gardona 5241

CHICKS
Finest Bloodtestec1 

Reds, 9c; also Leg 
horns, Austrawh'rtes, 
Rocks, etc. Some as 
low as 6c. Brooders $2.

GODDARD 
HATCHERY

17601 S. Normandi. Ave.
QARDENA

(3 milea north of Torrance) 
Mrs V R. Cramer

•1

1

V* «a| •*•««• CANARIES 
PET Si" PABROKEET8
* "™ am \»»r» FINCHES

GARDENA AVIARIES
1411 R«dond«— Rivar»M»a Blvd. ««x 29»— H1, Oardana.

CRA-POST MARKET
_ ——— _ — 14o6 Cravens

Phon* Torranot 182- W
i —————— —— ..._. ————————— J ——— - — . — - ——— - — —— — - — • — —' •

.^L. ——— . ————————— -— — *

CARBON CLEANED 
VALVES GROUND 

ENGINE TUNED
R«naw th« youthful pow«r and 
vigor of your Ford. Tha job 
ia quickly, «xp«rtly done with 

apacial Ford aquipm«nt
SPECIAL t>10C 
•til Mar. 31 ?L3«>

Schultz & Peckham
Authorized FORD Dealers 

Torrance
| 4 —— .. — .-. ————————————— "-*

i^enoing
Library 
3caday

Minimum Charo, 15o

TORKANCE 
PHARMACY
Cabrillo at Carson

»,...„. ,. . - ... P .,"

Patronize Hera

Hardware and Paints

Eitimataa Fraaly Giv«n

LOMITA STORE
2709 Wilm.-Rad. Blvd.

TORRANCE STORE 
121» Cl Prado. Ph. 251.

W. C. Iiriulfurd 
• I,P •_ - - ..... . . _ .»

tld Advertisers _

DolleyDrugCo.
the 3nta£g Ston

El Prado at Sartori Ave.

————
-I

Head Our Want Ads I
——

FRANK'S DR\ CLEANERS
Corner Redondo Blvd. and Wcatarn Ava.

SUITS Pnone Lomita 206-J PANTS 
50c Delivered 25c

Visit Our Readmore PAXMAN'S

LOOK, 
Big Garden Tool 
and Soap Offer:

6 BARS COCOA 
ALMOND SOAP 

Regular Price, 50c

SET OF 3 GARDEN
TOOLS—TROWEL,

FORK and CULTIVATOR j
Regular Price, 75c
Total Value, $1.25

SPECIAL for both 
Soap and Tools. 59c

th
•rflclnntly. 

rfatm

le city car
Under 

of the city

|aw» wilt not apply.
VOTK KOH THK OUAKTEK. 

HOMK Rl'l*: AND INDKI'KNU- 
KNCK <>!   THK STATE I.»1IH- 
LATUKK.

Stampers Leave
On Indiana Trip

tliii city U vuinpe 
and trust to lux k 
violated nuiiic Btai 

ul tliv butHint Is not local) 
jpplUd rii-Kt in rhrr 
^ tiittr.ai.llou ,ii>4 Nrtvl4tU!e I

il Mr 
thU wei-k ro 
trip tu thi-lr

mmiager uf the Tornii 
Continental Store.

Mr. stuiupvr »t4tc<l HI. 
Kiuttud leuvlnif Tonmio 
br lid.l ueviir litrtl In
tllenillv lOllllllllllllv .111.1

lulKirata
Implt
y re 
Intl.

Imim
of |,l.

I. sll.l.i
Aic they lull or dwart 

The following HiiKKfstloni 
»t you In muktnv you

IK- In Indlur
••I l.nt Xutu
•i .>f the Co

Spring Garden Magic i-k«r 1,1 ll» Hi.. Am

Hull Ulldf till

and tu iifl 
lu>..rubl,- • 
prcpurutloo

I'oppy, Tulip I'oppy und pvrc 
ili/H auch aa Iceland, Uilf

noil U thon.uBbiy
wann In the spring 
  red Zlnnlua may be 
lilt uf Ull (rowing

.(low

i nil uuIn They 
like the warm noil und will grow 
rapidly and produce a briniunt 
urray of color. In the Immediate 
foM-gioumi may IM plaited thu 
I.llltput Klnnlus. which uomewhut 
re*Binble 'the l-ompon dahlias. The 
l.llllputs are available In great 
variety of colors and make u 
charming complement for the 
dahlia floweret! ZlnnUa. .

Easily ijrown plants (ruin Meed 
Include AirtotlH "lianrtU: Calni- 
dnl.i. I'.inilytini. r h e I i « n t h n s.

Unofficial Poll 
Gives Gumcr Lead

"•HlHtrr 
Garner.

llmlUtlltl'H |H|| toljl'

I'd* to (iuniurs Ul. 
obtained. »7, (in

Newton 11. lUik.
11.

Io 
vlll. 17 tit 11'

NEW BEAUTY SHOP OPENS
Mm. I.>,IU Tr.-l, iiiriuvrly •

[iitk». It, l.ii., 
«-tf. : '.i it : \\, 

Accent >uui uthrr |>luntln|(» viltli la an

pUntH .IN Ageratiun, Alyiwuin. • satlsfurt. 
Pliiior|ihol heca, Dliiuthus, etc., tor i luoderu

ft. Mis. Tool


