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Osman Digna at Liberty
(c ****** -K * -»(* »(* * ^

Career of Tuzzy' Patriot

THE "Fuzzy-Wuzzy" of Kipling's "Barrack Room Bal 
lads." and one of Great Britain's most troublesome 

problems twenty-five and more years ago, has just been 
released from solitary confinement in a cell at Wady 
Haifa, and has started a pilgrimage to Mecca.. So say 
reports from England.

"Fuzzy-Wuzzy" was an old man when he was sen 
tenced, in 1IXW. "lie is now 100 years old. That he 
lived through almost a quarter of a century in solitary 
confinement, guarded day and night and allowed what 
little recreation he -could get in a small court sur 
rounded by high mud walls, proves his "toughness," re 
ferred to often by Kipling.

A little over forty years ago Osman Digna's name 
was known everywhere and carried with it the thrill 
of savage scrimmages and the setting of the white- 
hot Sudan.  

The most generally credited tale was that his an 
cestors were Turks from Constantinople, who had settled 
in Suakni on the shore of the Red Sea and intermarried 
with the Hadendowas.

Another report of his parentage had him the son 
of a Scotch engineer and a Hadendowa woman, and 
still another credited him with being born in France. 
The Century Encyclopedia of Names says his real name 
was George Nisbet and that he was born at Rouen, 
Prance, in 1S38.

Joins the Holy War
Me was a dealer in European goods and ostrich 

feathers ostensibly'. The real source of his wealth was 
the slaves he supplied surreptitiously to Turks and Arabs 
on the other side of the Red Sea. He got into trouble 
with the authorities over the "black ivory" branch of his 
business, and in 1877 his brother, Ali Digna, was caught 
by a British gunboat with 96 slaves in his possession, 
the seizure meaning a loss of about 1000 pounds sterling 
to the Digna family.

Osman apparently determined tha.t a government with 
such ideas on the subject of his stock in trade was no 
government for him, and when in 1882 Mohammed 
Ahmed. "the Mahdi," proclaimed the Holy War, Osman 
and his two nephews, Ashmet and Figha Digna, began 
to rouse the tribesmen along the coast in the name of 
the Mahdi, who shortly made him emir of the Eastern 
Sudan.

Then began the fighting that made Fuzzy-Wuzzy 
famous. The Hadendowas, mostly camel drivers, were 
among the fiercest and hardiest of the rebel tribes. They 
wore their woolly hair standing straight up on the 
crown of the head, whence the British Tommy's nick 
name for them.

This fanatical bravery, at the battle of Mamaj, ^larch 
13, 1884, "broke the British square." The exploit caught 
the   British imagination and put Fuzzy-Wuzzy into 
literature.

It was the treachery of his former followers that 
led to Osman Digna's capture at last in January, 1900. 

He was in hiding in the hills near Suakln, waiting 
for an opportunity to escape across the Red Sea to 
Arabia, when some sheiks guided the officers to him. 
.He was sent to Rosetta, in Egypt, to join the other 
dervish prisoners, and remained there to the end of 
1902-. He was then transferred to the Damietta prisdn, 
and subsequently to Wady Haifa, where he has since 
been Imprisoned.

New Canal-Zone Governor
************ ***
He Runs Paying Business

AS,the new governor of the Panama Canal Col. M. L. 
Walker heads one of the few large government enter 

prises that turn into the nation's treasury more revenue 
than they take out.

Recent reports show that, aside from its value as 
a vital factor in national defense and in American com 
merce, the canal is now a paying business concern. Its 
success in operation has been a direct result following 
the selection of its governors from the officers of the 
corps of engineers.

Col. Walker, the new governor, has been engineer 
of maintenance of the canal since June, 1921. He has 
had a long and distinguished service in the corps of 
 engineers, United States army, since his graduation from 
the military academy in 1893.

In the appointment of Col. Walker the government 
continues the practice of placing the administration of 
the canal in the bunds of army engineers trained for the 
post in long duty as <>nginet>rs of maintenance under the 
governor, (leu. (Jocthals, builder of the canal and its 
first governor, was succeeded by the man he had trained, 
Gen. Chester llardiug, and the retiring .incumbent was 
long under Uov. llarding. He now passes the office on 
to the engineer who has been closely identified with him 
in the work, Col. Walker.

AND HE FIGURED HIMSELF LUCKY
Workmen wen- making repairs on the wires in u 

schoolhuuso one Saturday, when a small boy wan 
dered in.

"What you doin'V"
"Installing an electric switch," unc. m' (he workmen 

said.
"The boy then volunteered: "I don't can-. \\Vvo 

moved away and I don't go to this scliuul any nuire."

Is Your Education Over?
***************
It Should Go On Thru Life

By CLARK KINNARD

Security League Fails in Effort
* to Deport Countess-as "Red"

THE education of man, speaking both collectively and 
individually, is continuous and unceasing. But some 

learn more than others.
Goethe said that first let a man teach himself and 

then he will be taught by others.
He observed that with the growth of knowledge our 

ideas must from time to time be organized afresh. The 
change takes place usually in accordance with new 
maxims as they arise, but it always remains provisional.

a» * * * *

We more readily confess to errors, mistakes and 
shortcomings in our conduct than in our thoughts.

Goethe's explanation for this is that the conscience 
is humble and even takes a pleasure in being ashamed. 
"But the intellect is proud, and if forced to recant is 
driven to dlspair."

* ' * * *
Since men are really interested in nothing but their 

opinions, every one who puts forward an opinion looks 
about him right and left for means of strengthening 
himself and others in it, Goethe opined.

"A man avails himself of the truth so long as it is 
serviceable, but he seizes on what is false with a 
passionate eloquence as soon as he can make a mo 
mentary use of it; whether it be to dazzle others with 
it as a kind of half-truth, or to employ it as a stop-gap 
for effecting an apparent union between things that have 
been disjoined."

The history of philosophy, of science, of religion, all 
show that opinions are spread in masses, but that 
that always comes to the front which is more 
easily grasped; that is to say, is most suited and agree 
able to the human mind in its ordinary condition.

"Nay," comments Goethe, "he Who has practiced 
self-culture in the higher sense may always reckon upon 
meeting an adverse majority."

* * * *
Every man should remain in the path he has struck 

out for himself, and refuse to be overawed by authority, 
hampered by prevalent opinion, or carried away by 
fashion. That is Goethe's advice.

Society and Individuals
«*************.»
What Is Limit of Ruling?

THE limits of the power which can be legitimately 
exercised by society over the individual, is a question 

that is coming to be discussed more and more.
It is not a new question. In a certain sense, it has 

divided mankind almost from the remotest ages.
But in old times this contest was between subjects, 

or some classes of subjects, and the government.
John Stuart Mill, in the introduction to his essay 

"On Liberty," sums it up for you.
By Liberty, in those days, was meant protection 

against the tyranny of the political'rulers. The people 
were content then to be ruled by a master, on condition 
of being guaranteed more or less efficaciously against 
his tyranny.

Then men began to believe that the various mag 
istrates of state should be their delegates, revocable at 
their pleasure. By degrees, this new demand super 
seded the previous efforts to limit the power of rulers.

As the struggle proceeded for making the ruling 
power emanate from the periodical choice of the ruled, 
some persons began to* think that too much importance 
had been attached to the limitation of power itself.

* * # #
What was wanted thert, as Mill puts it.'was that the 

rulers should be identified with the people; that their 
interest and will should be the interest and will of the 
nation. The nation did not need to be protected against 
its will. There was no fear of its tryannizing over itself.

The idea was not disturbed by such temporary aber 
rations as those of the French Revolution, the worst 
of which, as Mill observes, was the work of an usurping 
few, and which, in any case, belonged, not to the per 
manent working of popular institutions, but to a sudden 
and convulsive outbreak against monarchical and aristo 
cratic despotism.

In time, however, a democratic republic, the United 
States, came to occupy a large portion of the earth's 
surface and make itself felt as one of the most powerful 
members of the community of nations; and elective and 
responsible government became subject to the observa 
tions which wait upon a -great existing fact

* * * *
"It is now perceived," says Mill, "that such phrases 

as 'self-government' and 'the power of the people over 
themselves' do not express the true state of the case.

"The 'people' who exercise the power are not always 
the same people with those over whom it is exercised, 
and the 'self-government' spoken of is not the govern 
ment of each by himself, but each by all the rest.

"The will of the people, moreover, practically means' 
the will of the most numerous or active PART of the 
people; the majority, or those who succeed in making 
themselves accepted as the majority; the people, conse 
quently, may desire to oppress a part of their number; 
and precautions are as much needed against this as 
against any other kind- of power."

The limitation, therefore,' of the power of govern 
ment over individuals loses none of its importance when 
the holders of power are regularly accountable to the 
community; that is, to the strongest party therein.

f WORK-By Henry Van Dyke |
I_________________________________i

Let me but do my work from day to day, 
In field or forest, at the desk or loom, 
In roaring market-place or tranquil room; 
Lot mo but find it in my heart to say, 
When vagrant wishes beckon me astray, 

"This is my work; my blessing, not my doom; 
Of all who live, I am the ono by whom 
This work can best be done in the right way."

Then shall I seo it not too great, nor small, 
To suit my spirit and to prove my powers; 
Then shall I cheerful greet the laboring hours, 
Ami cheerful i urn, when the long shadows full 
At eventide, 10 pluy and love mid rest. 
Because I know for me my work is best.

So far -the National Security League lias been the loser in an 
effort to have Countess Catherine Karolyi deported from the coun 
try. The league contends that the countess, who is the wife of 
fount Michael Karolyi, former president of Hungary, is a Com- 
;unist and is known at homr. as "Red Catherine." She was per 

mitted to land by immigration authorities despite the league's pro- 
:est, and is to lecture in New York Under society patronage.
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Ours Is a General 
Electric Store

Your Business Will Be 
Appreciated

25 % OFF ON ALL 
LIGHTING FIXTURES

Give Us Your Electrical Work 
We Repair Anything Electrical

American Electric Co. I
1322 Sartori-Phone 68 Torrance f 
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