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SAYS THE RAMBLING REPORTER
Being the Highlights of Fifteen Years' Experience In Gath 

ering the News

"£IIP" wne a telegraph operator. 

/^And n good'one. -He was on a 
United Press wire in the office of the 
Grand Rapids Press, where I was 
telegraph editor during the war until 
the United States went in.

Newspaper telegraph operators have 
to be fast. The speediest senders, 
using "bugs," were employed in the 
New York and Washington offices of 
the big news bureaus during the war. 
They were champions, those hoys. 
! :'o when a big story came clicking 
over the cables from Europe or' when 
one of President Wilson's notes was 
on the wire from Washington, the 
lads on the receiving ends of news 
paper wires throughout the country 
had to work like demons-to keep up.

All news matter comes over the 
leased wires in code. Yet the re

ceiving operator* write it on the type 
writer* jimt as it later appears in 
the newspaper. It comes over th 
wire abbreviated, but is written r«lowi 
In full by the receiving operators 
During the war the receivers .wer 
not allowed to "break." They simplj 
had to UNDERSTAND the code "am 
write it down correctly.

Not One Bad Error
All through those sizzling days o 

wires hot with important news 
never knew "Hip" to make a serioui 
error. He was asv alert as a; cat witl 
a mouse and as quick as chaii 
lightning.

He could leave his clialr while the 
wire was clicking fast, roll a cigarette 
and come back to his instrument and 
typewriter and catch up.

I asked him one day how he devel-

What Is a

BANK?
A modern bank is more than a depository for 
money; more than a place upon which to issue 
checks.

A modern bank is an Institution of helpfulness 
to its depositors and clients. It is interested in 
seeing that they are prosperous and successful 
in their financial ventures.

Depositors who let us help them with advice 
born of long experience, can testify to the value 
of our service.

LET US SERVE YOU

State Bank of Lomita
"The Friendly Bank" 

H. V. Adams, Vice-Pres.
LOMITA .CALIFORNIA

"FOR THOSE WHO CARE"

For Nicely Furnished Room and 
Nice Quiet Surroundings

LOMITA'S FIRSf TiLASS HOTEL

HOTEL LUCAS
MR. and MRS. J. F. LUCAS, Props.

Brethren St., near Narbonne Ave.

21 Beautiful Furnished Rooms

HOT AND COLD WATER IN EVERY ROOM 
TUB BATHS AND SHOWERS

"LET MYERS LOOK UNDER YOUR HOOD"
An Old Oarage Foreman

TOWING SERVICE. We repair all makes of cars, by contract or 
by hour. A Ford Specialist at your wcrvice also.

1070 Narbonne Ave. Lomtta

MYERS' GARAGE ,..

We Write 
INSURANCE

In All Its Branches

LIFE 
AUTO 

ACCIDENT 
FIRE

L. J. HUNTER
Lomita

LOMITA MEAT MARKET
The Head of

Choice Beef
By this sign you will know 

that you are getting the best in 
meats, at this shop. All our 
moats come from animals that 
are. carefully selected before and 
after slaughtering. We insure for 
you quality in your meat pur 
chases.

H.F.Schmidt,Prop.
Fresh Fish Wednesday, Thure-

day and Friday. 
Fresh Oyster* Every Day.

ANNOUNCING
UNION ICE COMPANY

PURCHASE OF THE

McFARLAND ICE COMPANY -* ;

R. A. McFARLAND WILL CONTINUE AS AGENT FOR 
THE NEW OWNERS IN TORRANCE  

* Phone 37 for Service

oped his speed, and this was the way 
he answered me:

"I'm a kid in Chl, King, about ten 
years aso and I'm working- for the 
Western Union. One night a fast bird 
who works on one of the night wlr 
quads is taken sick.

"I asks* the chief 'op' to put m 
on. He looks at mo kinda funny 
and says, "All right, kid, take 
whirl at It.'

"On a quad there Is two men work 
ing at each end, one sending and on 
receiving at each station. Message 
is traveling in both directions ovoi 
the wiro at the same time. This qua 
is the fastest in North America. Al 
the night letters between Now York 
and Chi travels bver It.

"The 'ops' arrange It so that t 
switch jobs at midnight. I starts th< 
shift receiving and am scheduled to 
send from midnight on.

"The bird on the New York em 
who is sending- to mo knows I'm n 
gruen kirl and he slips a lot of funnj 
code over the wire trying to catcl 
me napping.

A Fast Night
"I'm copying night letters like you 

never saw. And he is sending fastei 
than he ever sent before, just to kid 
me along. All of a sudden I gets this 
one rattling out in Morse faster than 
you ever heard a clicker rip them off: 
'Having a fine trip. Miss You 
Dreadfully. L. T. Y. A. B.'

"Now operators has their own codes- 
for such expressions as are often 
used in telegrams.

"For instance the letters 'W. A. 
coming over the wire means "Will 
Arrive.' And 'M. H. D.' means 'Man) 
Happy Returns of the Day.'

"But 'L. T. Y..>A. B.' Is a new one 
I can almost hear that bird on the 
other end of the line chuckling.

"Then I takes a long stab at It 
and writes down the message without 
breaking for a repeat.

"A coupla messages later this New 
York op says, 'Did you get that L 
T. Y. A. B., kid?'

"And I shoots right back, ' "Love tc 
you and baby." Slip me a hard 
one, Bo. 1

Then Hip Sends
"At midnight It comes my turn to 

scud and I figures I'll catch this wise 
New York dude, If It -breaks my 
sending hand.

"So all through the pile of messages 
I keeps looking for a chance to hand 
him a line of code that will make 
him break for a repeat.

"Pretty soon I hits one that offer? 
the opportunity.

"I shoots It at him like this: 'W. 
A. Sunday XXL.'

"I then 'bugs' him the signature 
and starts on the next message.

"Sure enough he breaks. "Whada- 
yamean XXL?' comes over the in 
strument from this New York guy.

" 'Twentieth Century Limited,' 1 
fires back. 'Wake up.'

"That story went the rounds of the 
big Chicago office and I begins to get 
a reputation for being a fast kid with 
the bug and Just as fast on the tak 
ing end.

"And pretty soon I gets a chance to 
sit in on a United Press wire at the 
Chi branch.

"And what I know about code now 
would fill seven or eight dictionaries."

Somewhere now "Hip" is sending 
and receiving wireless. He enlisted 
in the signal corps of the army and 
got into aeroplane wireless, sending 
and receiving- in planes over the 
battle lines.

Now he's traveling the seven seas, 
picking messages out of the ether.

And fast that boy can make a 
Morse Instrument sound like a con 
tinual, uninterrupted noise.

* * * *
"RILLY SUNDAY likes newspaper 

men and knows how to get space 
for himself in the newspapers. And 
newspaper men like Billy, because he 
manufactures such readable speeches.

I covered a Sunday revival cam 
paign In Grand Rapids once and the 
Following story will demonstrate the 
ever-ready wit of the fampus onemy 
of his Satanic majesty.

The tabernacle was crowded. In 
fact it was so crowded that folks 
standing In the rear were leaning 
against the wall and windows.

In the midst of Billy's famous ser 
mon on "Booze" the sound of break- 
ng glass filled the great building. 

Soneone had leaned against a window* 
:oo hard.

Quick as a flash Billy shouted: 
Booze. Booze. Booze. There's booze 

everywhere. Hear that glass? Some 
body busted his bottle."

* * * * 
TXHLLIAM JBNNINGS BRYAN Is 

noted among newspaper men as 
knowing more people by face and 
name than any other man In the 
United States. Tho memory of Bryan 

H astounding. Tho stories of It are 
old whenever political writers con 

vene. Some examples of tho No- 
>raslcan'3 memory for people are al 

most unbelievable.
But I can vouch for this one.
In 1912, with about a dozen other 

newspaper men I rode with Bryan 
on a special Interurban car from De- 
troll to Sagtnaw, Mlch. The Com 
moner was campaigning for Woodrow 
Wilson. At every city he was Intro 
duced to delegations. People came 
and shook his hand by the hundreds. 
We newspaper men were Introduced 
to him, asked a few questions, and 
nat In the front of the car through 
the rust of the trip.

Four years later I was introduced 
to Bryan again In Grand Rapids.

"I know you," said Bryan, "you are 
a newspaper man from Flint."

If I had not heard before of the 
Commoner's grout memory for people 
I would have suspected him. It did 
not seem conceivable that a man who 
had met so many millions of people 
on his many tours over the country 
would remember a newspaper man 
whom he had aeon but a few minutes 
four years before.

However, hit) recognition of me 
didn't turn my head. I understand 
he recognized a Greek bootblack in 
Washington In 1915 who had shlnud 
his shoes in New Orleans In 1898.

Great memory, Bryan's.
W. H. K.

If It Is not convenient to leave your 
classified ad at our office, you can 
leave It at the nearest Want-Ad sub-' 
 tattoo.

IDEAL BOARDING HOUSE

M. C. Junkln has been transferred 
from San Pedro to the Julian rc- 
inery and is making his home here.

An enjoyable picnic In the Bin-bank 
foothills was enjoyed Sunday by Mr. 
and Mrs. Farley Johnson, Mr. and 
Mrs. ! '. W. Johnson, Mrs. Dor-win 
White, Mr. and MT-s. Lloyd Proctor, 
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Parker, and MI-H. 
dura Johnson.

rioyd Parker was n dinner sliest | 
Sunday of I,os Anpreles friends.

PROFESSIONAL AND BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY OF LOMITA

John,, May la nursing n broken 
thumb, sustained while al work at 
the Columbia steel works.

Jack Berry returned from n deep 
sea fishing trip Wednesday nlKht, 
with sufficient.Xish for the Idonl din 
ner Thursday, and Then- Wmir.t   

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Proctor an 
daughter He-lea IPHVP in n few days 
for Conlralia, Wash., stopping at 
points of interest on the way.

HOME 

HOTEL

NKARKST IIOTRL TO 1.OM1TA OIL WKLL8

Rooms $4.00 Per Week
New BuiJdlngr, New Furniture

Clean, Airy, and Sanitary

CHAS. PROCISE, Prop. 
!U!) Narbonne Ave. Lomita, Calif.

MANY ENJOY PARTY

Another successful card party was 
Kiven by Mrs. J. E. and Mrs. E. E 
McMasters last Monday night In the 
Onthol c hall. An unusually large 
crowd was in attendance and a de 
llghtful evening was spent. Honors 
were awarded as follows: First, to 
H. L. Monks and Miss Rosa Ortman 
second, to jnmes Carlln and Mrs 
Charles Corn; third, to Charles Von- 
derahe and Mias Dolores McNell 
door honor to, Mrs. Dietland.

George Hali of San Pedro was en 
tertained Tuesday by Mr. and Mra 
a. H. Bradford of Cabrlllo avenue

Ten-acre chicken ranches near Riv 
erside. $1600; $150, $15 per month 
Inquire A. T. Havens Co., 25890 Gov 
ernor Avo., Harbor City. On the 
Anahelm-Redondo Blvd. Phone Lo 
mita 215. Adv.

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

FUNERAL HOME

0. W. Stone
Embalmer and Funeral Director

C. F. METERS, Assistant
Auto Hearae Equipment

1204 Narbonne Av. Lomit

W. D. LOCKHART
THE DRAIN BOARD MAN

Phone 83-W, Lomita 
1E57 Oak St Lomita, Cal

FRATERNAL

Triple City Lodge I. O. O. F.
No. 333, Lomita, Caj.

Meet every Tuesday Night.
Initiatory Degree firat Tuesday of

each month.

Torrance Council 
No. 2445 K. C.

Meets Every Tuesday Eve. 

at 8:00 o'clock

Torrance Catholic Hall

Torrance Review No. 37 
Maccabees

Meets Second and Fourth Tuesdays, 
7 : 30 P. M., Legion Hall.

T,. MAE TQMKJN9 
Commander.

it colder
high 

in the air?

 because the earth 1ms absorbed a 
supply of heat from tho sun. The 
farther one gouH away from thl* 
heat, the colder the air becoru«M, 
How balmy the feeling of

Glycerin and 
Rose Water

when - icy winds bite Into the skin 
and leave It chapped and sore!

Purtitcat Glycerin and Rose Water 
is not only wonderfully soothing on 
chapped hands and face, but a de 
lightful lotion after shaving. Deli- 
catfely fragrant with rose bouquet

One of 200 Puretest preparation*. 
Every one the best that skill and 
conscience uan produce.

Lomita Drug Store
71* *9#*aJUL Ontt Man

"The little shop that does a big business"

Trad* Mark _
Next to Lomita~Hotel

LOMITA, CALIF.

KEYSTONE OIL 
* TOOL CO., Inc.

12JI N'Mt'honne Ave.

Lomita, Calif.

PHONE LOMITA 326 
Repairs to All Kinds of 

Oil Well Machinery 
Pipe Work Welding 

All Work Guaranteed 
If We Please You. Tell Others; 

If Not, Tell Us

i:i(!AKS AND TOBACCOS SOFT DRINKS

Spend the Evening at

LOMITA AMUSEMENT CLUB
G.

107 Narbonne
P. WAGNER

4

Ave.
LCtMITA, CALIF.

REAL ESTATE:
For Lomita Property and Information See J. A* Smith, 
Original Tract Agent The Man Who SpendaAUHto Time 
and Money to Make Lomita Property More Valuable. 
Telephone 179-J-ll, Lomita.

FRED HAY .
Loal 
FuelSTOCK GRAIN

LOMITA FEED Briquettes CHICKREDONDO AJAHIUCUUCO YQQQ

Drs. Sewall, Norman and Davis
EMERGENCY HOSPITAL

No. 311 Narbonne Ave., Torrance^Lbmlta ; 
Phone Lomita 35G Private Cases Taken

Smith & Trotter
2010 Redondo Blvd. 
SOUTH LOMITA

LET US FIX THAT
, EXPERT WORKMANSHIP 

FAIR PRICES

COY
F.

FARQUHAR
HARBOR CITY

Wilmington and Redondo Blvd.

Grading Contractor
and Teaming 

Also House Moving

Office Phone 108-W Re*. Phone 108- J

THE WORKING MAN'S HOME

LOMITA HOTEL ,
- Rooms $3.75 and Up

Two Vacancies Wednesday, Feb. 6th
. . Hot and Cold Water

* * " - Tub Baths
Plenty Clean Linen 1087 Narbonne

Lomita 354 Phone U. 8. Huntingtou Beach 2091

LACEY&SON 5
Hauling Contractors !\

"We Never Sleep"

417 Narbonne Ave. " Lomita, Calif.

The Wise Builder :
USES OUR LUMBER. .. 

PAINTS, ROOFING, ETC.

WHY? :• A
Quality and Service 

Count. -

io.LOMITA LUMBER & SUPPLY
LOMITA, CALIF. 

Phone Lomita 39 2723 Western St


