
Building Permits
For week......$ 14,200
For month... 67,850 
For year..... .... 442,605

NINTH YEAR Price 5 Cents TORRANCE, CALIFORJjPIA, APRIL 20, 1923 Price 5 Cents NO. 16

$400,000 for Torrance
Hub Oil Co. Well 
 , Smith No. 1 Comes 

In Wednesday
Offset Well Across Street Due to Come

in at Any Moment at Depth '
of 3614 Feet

Giving every indication of being- a 1200 or 
1500-barrel well, the Hub Oil Company's Smith 
No. 1, six hundred feet east of the Standard's 
Community No. 3, put on production last week 
at 1100 barrels, was brought in Wednesday night 
under a strong gas pressure. Yesterday, while 
it Was still cleaning out, the Hub well made 
around 600 and 700 barrels. It was believed, 
however, that it would take about 36 hours to 
get all the mud out of the pipe and by the end 
of that time it was expected to reach its maxi 
mum production.

The Hub's new well looks much better than 
Torrance Corhmunity No. 3 did at the start and 
is behaving in much the same fashion that the 
Standard well did. Both wells are the same 
depth, being brought in at 3605 feet. The grav 
ity of the Standard well is now about 26 and is 
expected to increase to about 27. When the mud 
is cleaned out of the Hub well, the gravity will 
also run about 27.

City Hall News

•It Smith No. , 1 reaches the 1200- 
ba>rrel mark it will be the best well 
of the field and IB now the farthest 
east of the producing wells. The Hub 
drillers and officials are confident 
that this well will be all that is ex 
pected of it The depth of oil sand 
is approximately 650 feet.

Just south of Carson street, and 
offsetting Smith No. 1, the Chans- 
Jor-Canfleld Midway drillers are about 
to bring in Torrance No. 6 at 3614 
feet. The oil sand was first struck 
Jn this well at 3070 feet. It gives 
«very indication of being a big pro 
ducer. Six hundred feet to the west 
the crew la drilling through the ce 
ment in Torrance No. 4, which off 
sets the Standard's Community No. 3. 
This well la expected in within the 
next .week.

Another well that is near produc 
tion is Dominguez No. 1, a half mile 
north of the Standard's 30 -acre leu Re. 
This well was spudded in about 18 
months ago but encountered consid 
erable water' trouble and it was not 
until this week that a water shutoff 
was obtained. The Chanslor-Can.'leld 
Midway officials are confident of tsct- 
ttng a fair producer in this area, 
and are backing 'theis confidence by 
preparing to put down Dominguez 
No. 2, 400 'feet to the east.

The Dominguez well will extend 
the field much farther to the north 
than it was expected to go and will 
prove up several hundred acres to 
the north of the city. This Is re 
garded by oil men to be one of the 
most important developments in the 
Torrance field during recent months.

Rigs for two important wells are 
being completed this week on the old 
Redondo-Long Beach road just east 
of Cedar street. One of the wells is 
located on Lot G, fttocit 303 in Tract 
1962 on the Chunnlor.Canfield Mid 
way lease, and the other Is on the 
Midway Northern Oil Company's first 
well In this district. Great confidence 
la placed in this area 'and many go 
as far as to prcdlce that some of 
the best wells in the field will be 
drilled in the vicinity In which these 
wells are being put down. They will 
prove up the south part of the Tor 
rance district and the, north exten 
sion of Lomlta.
' W. M. Keck closed another lease in 
the Torrance field this week, com 
pleting a deal, for five lots In Block 
66, north of Carson street and near 
the four-tenths of an acre leased to 
two Hanta Fe Springs operators about 
ten days ago. It In reported that a 
bonus of $2600 was paid on thesg 
lota which comprise about nine-tenths 
of an arcc. This is believed to be a 
record bonus and points to higher 
bonuses in the near future.

Mr. Keck IH one of the shrewdest 
Independent operators In this part of 
the country, and the leases he has 
closed In the Torrance field recently 
»how that he is checkerboarding the 
entire district. Judging from these 
tactics and the bonuses Keck Is pay 
ing lie Is expecting the Torrunce 
field to produce some big wells and 
extend over a considerable urea-.

Well East of Union Tool
Has Fishing Job at

2400 Feet
A bad Hahing job IN Htlll holding 

up the drilling In the Pt»terson-Bar- 
ker. Syndicate's No. 1 well at Wes 
tern avenue and 213th street, which 
wan down 2400 feel when a portion 
of the drill Htein wan twisted off. 
The drill crew has been at work for 
eight duwa in uu attempt to laud the

stem but as yet has not been sue-  " 
cessful. The stem appears t(> be 
wedged solidly in the hard sand and 
the drillers are now reaming around 
the outside of it In order to loosen 
«t up.

This well is attracting more atten 
tion than any other well in the Tor 
rance field and Is being watched by 
oil men throughout the Southern 
California fields. R. W. Bdens, who 
leased the 106 acres on which the 
well is being drilled, is reported to 
be as confident today as the, day he 
closed, the lease on the property that 
the well will hit the pay sand, 
claimed that the logs of the 
are checking up closely with the logs 
of the best producers on tho west 
side . of Torrance.

It is 
well

All trustees were present Tuesday 
night at the regular meeting when 
the usual matters of routine business 
was transacted.

President Fitzhugh reminded the 
board that he had been chairman ol 
the same for a year and that It was 
now time to elect another chairman 
Trustee Stone moved that Thustee 
Gilbert act as chairman of the board 
for the ensuing year. Trustee Proc 
tor seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously.

President Gilbert assumed the chair 
at the baud of the table, mentioning 
his desire and faith for and in the 
co-operation of the board for the 
good of the city for the ensuing year 
as many vital questions would, no 
doubt, appear.

Retiring President Fitzhugh thank- 
id the boar^d for the consideration 

accorded him, emphasizing tho co 
operation and amity obtaining so per 
sistently during his regime. He then 
presented President Gilbert with 
brand new be-ribboned gavel, which 
he was very sure would be used with 
forethought and wisdom retaining 
the old gavel for the edification and 
mbitlon quickening propensities con 

tained therein, for his grandchildren, 
also as a personal memento of a very 
pleasurable association with the pres 
ent board.

A letter from JOB. F. Stephens was. 
read by the clerk, thanking the board 
for, their allowance of his projected 
popcorn and peanut stand. 

A communication from Henry B- 
'arter, assemblyman, relative to sup 

porting bills now pending before the 
legislature, proposed by the Crime 
Commission, was read by Clerk Bart- 
lett and same was ordered filed.

A request from Alfred W. Kitto 
to cut the curb for a driveway at 
824 Cota street, was granted.

The board thought that it was un 
necessary to bring such requests be 
fore them as same might be very 

"well cared for by the clerk.
*A resolution passed by the Tor 

rance Woman's Club was read, the 
same protesting against the' destruc 
tion of trees and shrubs In the El- 
Prado Park. j 

Trustee Proctor moved the com,-.

munlcatlon be accepted and place 
on flic. Trustee Nash seconded th 
motion, which was carried.

In the matter of the complaint b 
Mr. Vonderahe against the unsahl 
tary condition back of the restauran 
In the Steffen block, it was deeme 
advisable for the clerk to send 
communication asking that the" pres 
ent condition be remedied and citin 
the city ordinance of these points 
Also that the Box Lunch Cafe be 
sent a like communication.

A . discussion of the zoning ordl 
nance was Injected Into the meetin 
but It seemed to be the sense 
thfe board that protests against sam 
should be filed In a more regula 
manner. k

The obstruction of sidewalks dur 
ing building: operations was mention 
ed, President Gilbert asking the chei 
of police to see that same were kep 
clear «> as not to bedangerous 
passemby. .

A petition signed by seventeen 
property owners, read as follows:

"Gentlemen: We, the undersigns 
property owners in the distrlc 
bounded- on the north by the southern 
line of Carson street, on the south 
by the northern line of 222nd street

the east by the center line 
Cabrlllo street and on the west b: 
the eastern line of Arlington street 
respectfully petition you to begin 
street improvements proceedings fo 
the improvement of the roadways in 
said district by surfacing thfe same 
with rock, asphalt and rock screen 
ings." Trustee Proctor moved tha 
proceedings tie initiated looking to. 
ward the fulfillment of the above re 
quest. ' '

The police chief stated that the 
city limit signs would be sent as 
soon as the Auto Club could 
them.

Trustee Nash reported that the city 
clerk had asked for clerical help in 
his department, but that the city's 
funds would not stand much mon 
stretching and that he was not fa 
miliar -enough with the situation to 
be able ot place recommendations 
Truste* Fitzhugh suggested that the 
matter be referred to the propel 

(Continued on Last Page)

Torrancfc welcomed the Fourth Dis 
trict Chamber of Commerce with 
characteristic and hearty hospitality 
on Thursday night. April 12th, In 
American Legion Hall with the state 
ly music of a brass band and the en 
thusiasm always manifest in tfce 
hustling, vigorous, wide-awake, thriv 
ing magic city known from sea to 
sea.

On account of the absence of Hon. 
Frank Merriam, president of the 
Fourth District organization, and who 
is occupying the chair of speaker in

BW^,owfre,,d?n°gE pfffi SS*T3£Kv£ u'p'on T"c. «3e 
were granted this -«ek: Frank ££  "outhwest Chamber of Com- 
Reed, 1911 Gramercy. bungalow; L occupledp ln an" imj£rUa, manner, 
J. A. McMull«n, Plaza del Amo, with Thomas Blalr as secretary, 
dwelling; Martin Donnelly, 1408 
Cedar, dwelling; O. S. Gotham, 
1015 Cota, dwelling; State Ex 
change Bank, addition; Root, 
Rhodes & Dyer, 716 Amapola, unit,. .. ... n -,/if •• «/ n ». i urn i^iiuiiiuor \JL v^uiituierct; ut* uirwu-and Nellie Zuver, 1011% Portola, tor and a Kreat dea, ^ raerr,ment
dwelling. Total permits granted | resulted as the comic- songs wer
for the week, $14,200. -

session and during the time that 300 
or more were occupied at the tables 
a round of songs was sung, with Sec 
retary W. E. Mellinger of the C'omp- 

er of Commerce as dlrec-ton

HOW WE GEOW
The following figures show the 

receipts of the Torrance post office 
for the first quarter of 1922 and 
1923, with the gain and per cent 
of gain for the same period:

POSTAL
1923 ______________$3,528.97 
1922 __________    2,245.43

Gain 
Gain

__________    $1,283.54 
__-, ______    57%
MONEY ORDERS 

1923 ______________ $3,395.00
1922 ______________ 2,295.00

Gain _____ _ _____ $1,100.00 
Gain    ___ -      43% 

INSURED MAIL
1923 _, ____ ̂  _______ $1,375.00 
1922   _____ , ______ 659.00

Gain     -_ ., __ _.$ 716.00 
Gain __ __________ 109%

REGISTERS 
1928 , __________ ___ $1,648.00
1922 646.00

Gain ____________$1,002.00
Gain ___________ 155%
Postmaster Gourdler reports

progress in securing free delivery
service but added that before this
system could be put into active
service it would be necessary for
all patrons to provide mull boxen
or receptacles- for mall.  

A birthday party was enjoyed 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. I. D. 
Lane, celebrating their daughter 
Catherine's birthday anniversary, 
Tuesday afternoon, April 18. The 
children played games and Cath 
erine was the recipient of many 
useful and pretty presents. The 
guests were Mary Casper, Eliza 
beth Casper, Margaret Colllner, 
Annie Casper, Dorothy Compton, 
Auaka Susakl, Veronica McNeal 
and Patricia Laue.

wafted over the audience in congre 
gational style.

"My name is John Johnson;
I live in Wisconsin;
I work In the
Lumber yard there." 

That is one of the heart-rending 
songs that broke forth time and 
again and ended in a hurrah of en, 
thusiasm. And there was the Mum 
my Song, made famous at the Comp- 
ton meeting, and which cast reflec 
tions upon Pharoah, Tut-Ankh-Amen, 
regardless of the fate of tho Earl of 
Carnarvon.

Presentation of Gavel 
Chairman Flnkle, In calling the 

meeting to order, regretted the ab 
sence of Hon. Mr. Merriam and 
stated that his purpose was to ex 
pedite matters and that the business 
session would precede the oratory

proper. At this point W. n. McQueen 
former president of the Fourth Dis 
trict organization, presented a gavel 
to the chairman, stating- that during 
his administration he knew every 
one by their first names and he con
gratulated the 
growth by the

members upon the 
federation which ( is

keeping pace with the growth of pop 
ulation in the great Fourth Super 
visorial district.

The chairman responded with the 
words that the gavel would be chris 
tened as a token and that everyone

McQueen as one of the foremost and 
progressive citizens of the county, 

Music by the Bandby
ElTho Pacific Electric Band was

a selection which was heartily en 
cored and the audience was again 
favored by this fine musical organi 
zation.

Tho roll call showed the following 
delegations present: Long .Beach, 
San Pedro, Compton, Redondo Beach, 
Hermosa, Moneta, Gardens, 'Watts, 
Torranco, Harbor Cky, Lomita, In- 
glewood. Keystone, Business Men's 
Association of Long Beach, South 
west Improvement Association, South 
west Chamber of Commerce, I^awn- 
dale, Lynwood, Manhattan and San 
Pedro. Improvement Association. 

San Pedro in May
The order of business being reached 

for the selection of a meeting place 
In May It was resolved to accept the 
invitation of San Pedro on Thurs 
day, May 10, upon which occasion 
the San Pedro people will give the 
visitors an excursion around the har 
bor and a view of tho progressive 
strides being mado by the city by 

he sea.
The Recall

Upon the question of recall of the

(Continued on Last Page)

At the conclusion of the read 
ing and adoption of previous min 
utes last Tuesday night at the city 
council, President Fltzhuirh of the 
board of trustees made the follow 
ing statement:

"I wish at this time to make 
an announcement. One year ago 
tonight I was chosen mayor of 
Torrance by this board for a period 
of one year. Within a few min 
utes* now, that time will have ex 
pired. At this time I am ready to 
hear nominations for my succes 
sor as president of this board." 
The name of Trustee W. H. Gil 
bert was presented by J. F. Stone 
und seconded by Geo. A. Proctor. 
The vote was unanimous for Mr. 
Gilbert and he immediately was 
escorted to the mayor's chair.

In retiring ex-Mayor Fitzhugh
thanked the 
support durl

theVr loyal

adding that^tlie past y«ar's work 
eventfu ) one iu hisbeen 

life as well ad ot the council
and the city oq|Torraneu;, that the j ineut.

work had been a pleasure to per 
form.

Briefly Mr. Gilbert addressed 
the board as he assumed the duties 
as president of the council. He 
said:

"All I aak is the same devo 
tion of purpose, the same unison 
of action of the board of trustee! 
that has been enjoyed by the two 
previous mayors of this city."

The retiring mayor then pre 
sented Mayor Gilbert with a gavel, 
stating that it had a long handle 
and a hard head, with which, to 
wield the powers ot' bis office.

After this procedure the council 
nettled down in routine form and 
much business was disposed of 
during fie following hours. Trus 
tee Fitzhugh occupying the chair 
vacated by Mr. Gilbert.

A Hard Time Dance will be 
given at the Catholic Hall, Tor 
rance, this evening, April 20, at 
8:30 p. m. Excellent music. Ad 
mission 50 cent* each. Advertise-

One of the Finest 
Elementary-High 

Schools in State
Structure to Be of Spanish Architecture

with Large Auditorium to Be
Used as Civic Center

; ————————————————

One of the finest school plants in California 
is to be built in Torrance. The Torrance Cham 
ber of Commence, through Secretary Gadeky, is 
co-operating with the superintendent of schools 
and the board of education to hasten the work 
of drafting plans and advertising for bids. 
Bonds have been voted to provide $280,000 for 
the high school and $110,000 for the elementary, 
not including equipment.

The buildings are to be of the Spanish type. 
The high school will occupy the present building, 
to which wings and a new shop are to be added. 
A new structure* for the elementary school will 
be located at the corner of Martina street, facing 
the center of 22Qih street. A space of 1200 feet 
separates these two buildings and here the new 
auditorium, for the use of both schools, will be 
erected.

The auditorium, with its balcony 
will have a seating capacity of one 
thousand. It will be used for schoo. 
plains, lectures, sasembHee, etc. , It 
will be available tor ail public gath 
erings and will bring Torrance peo 
ple closer together.

The stage will be 56 feet wide and 
i3 feet deep; the proscenium arch 
30 feet wide. The latest designs in 
jorder and footlights will be installed. 
There will be a $1600 asbestos cur 
tain and the Clark system of stage 
curtains. Stairways from each side 
of the stage will 'lead to the dress- 
ng rooms below. Another stairway 

will connect the music storeroom 
with the orchestra circle. 

Motion Pictures 
One of the chief . features of the 

uditorlum will be the fire-proof mo- 
ion picture booth, which will be used 

to present /educational films to the 
students of both schools. These films 

re furnished free by the school de 
partment.

Music and Oral English
A smaller assembly room, contain-

ng a rostrum, will be arranged for
he oral English and music classes,

and for meetings, such as P.-T. A.,
oreign language clubs, practicing
lays, etc.
Work in debating and public speak 

ng will be given next year and it Is 
3d 'that Torrance high school may 
able to join tho Bay Debating 

.league.
Art and Mechanical ' Drawing 

These classes will occupy the new 
wing at the northwest end of the 

Igh school building. A blue print 
ooiii will be added In which the 

making and reading of blue prints 
vlll be taught. Kasels, desks, stools 
.nd other equipment will be pur- 
bused for tills department.

New Science Laboratories 
The world needs scientists, more 

dentists, and yet more scientists, 
^orrance is to help Increase the sup- 
ily when the new laboratories are 
repared. Up-to-date equipment, In- 
ludlng 'the newest experiment tables 

with disappearing hoods, will be 
applied. The physics laboratory will 
ave all the necessary apparatus for 
xperlments, including a radio.

Science a Required Study
According to state law, one year

f a laboratory science is essential
n a high school course. The work,

as it will be given here, will be a
omplete Introduction to science. Bot-
ny, physiology and biology will be
dded to the curriculum. These, fol-
owed by scientific work in collage,

will lead to a degree In science or
nglneerlng.

Commercial Department 
The commercial department of 

'orrance High has been making a 
record for Itself In the past four 
ears. At present many former stu- 
ents are employed In Torrance fac 
tories and offices. This demand' for 
stenographers has increased und the

department has been overcrowfied for 
some time. More space and more 
machines will be added here. Book 
keeping, stenography, filing, and mim 
eographing wHl be offered. 

Printing Press
One of the necessities of a large 

high school la a printing press. We 
will have a modern press in the new 
building. The printing, which has 
been done in the past of the mimeo 
graph, will be taken over by the 
printing class. The experience which 
a student gains from working with a 
press is of great assistance in the 
business world.

Physical Training 
Physical fitness is neces'sary for 

mental development. The state re 
quires' physical training In schools 
and a doctor's certificate is neces 
sary for exemption. The classes are 
to have individual dressing rooms 
and showers, located in the base 
ment of the auditorium. No gymna 
sium has been provided as yet, and 

1 work will be given in the open.
Shop

The new shop courses, joining, cab 
inet-making, woodturning, machine 
shop, auto repairing, and oil elec 
tricity, are planned to aid those al 
ready working in the Torrance 3hops 
to do further work and become more 
Tficient in their chosen trades. 

Domestic Science' and Household Arts 
These departments are already over 

crowded. With greater space In the 
new building these subjects will be 
open to more people. The adults' 
millinery classes have been mich a 
success that they will be continued, 
and any other home makers' courses 
will be added If there is a demand.

Cafeteria
"Cafeterias have been a success In 

other schools In California and there 
great need for one here. Tests 

show that hot lunches can be served 
t school more cheaply than parents 

can supply cold, ones from home, and 
pupils who eat hot lunches, do bet 
ter work In the afternoon.

Financed by Student Body 
The cafeteria will he financed and 

managed by the Student Hody. ThlB 
tvlll furnish practical business expe- , 
rtoncc.

Agriculture
Next year's school gardens are to 

be Inclosed in a woven wire fence 
protect the plants from inquisitive 

people and stray animals. One of the 
jungalows will be the agricultural 
department for u laboratory. Cold 

 urnes will be built for starting new 
plants which are too tender to be 
placed directly In the ground. 

High School Grounds 
The buildings are to be placed <n 

the front of a 28.005-acre tract and 
>chind them the athletic field will 

be laid <uut! The grounds around the 
imllding will be beautified by lawne, 
irnumental plants and gravelled 
wulks. I'lans for the grounds are 
being made by the landscape export 
of tho school department.

60-MILLION REFINERY EAST OF HBttE
Construction by three big oil 

ompanles of huge oil refineries at
cost of $60,000,000, and the es- 

ablisbment of the greatest oil re- 
Ding, venter of Southern Callfor- 
la at the town of Watson, east 
f Torarnco and Keystone, la 'now 
uuer way, it was reported today.
Along with the news, came rf- 

cial continuation of at least one 
f the companies named, the Dutch 
hell Company, that construction 
fork on its unit of the big re- 
nerj 1 reject hub begun already. 
U». other companies are reported 

o "include the Pun-American and 
clated companies.

Each company will spend approx 
imately $20,000,000 on Its new re 
fining plant. When completed the 
ii£w refineries will employ thous 
ands of (iien. The employes them 
selves and their families will build 
up a sizeable city.

When completed the refineries 
will handle oil from the entire 
field including Santa Fe Spring*, 
Signal Hill and other districts. 
Many tunks (or storing oil and Its 
products will he InstiUled us part 
of the project.

The lli'Ht unit of the Shell com-' 
pany will be completed within six 
months', It was announced.


