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and getting results in the Redondo 
operations should not be so com­ 
pletely disregarded."

The new Redondo fleld, by way of 
geographic explanation, begins on 
the outskirts of the eastern resi­ 
dential section of Redondo, twenty 
miles southwest of Los Angeles, 
about ten miles west of the Signal 
Hill fleld and six miles northwest of 
San Pedro. The Rresent proven area 
extends three miles in a west-south­ 
westerly direction, with a width of 
over a mile.

Mr. Kammerer was leaning back 
in his chair scanning the geolo­ 
gist's typewritten sheet summarizing 
the activities in the Redondo fleld. 
'By George,"''he said, not meaning 

to be talking to himself, "they're 
coming ahead fine in Redondo no 
oking. Nothing spectacular. Sev­ 

eral of the larger companies have 
ieen operating there for the past 
few years, but no oil was discov­ 
ered until May of last year. The 
monthly total for that month 
showed a daily average of 127 bar­ 
rels for the discovery well, but, 
instead of bringing the field en­ 
couraging public comment, we've 
gotten so used to four and five-thou­ 
sand barrel wells that it was 
reated more in the light of a par-

are that since that
tial failure. 

"The facts
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Union Oil Co. Official of Long Experience States 
That Claims of This Section Are Warranted, 
And Predicts Big Things for the Future.
(The following article is reprinted from the January Bulletin issued by 

the Union Oil Company of California, and contains facts regarding the 
Torrance fleld hitherto unpublished. When this article was published the 
fleld was still known as the Redondo fleld, but has since been officially 
renamed "Torrance Oil Field." Wherever in the article the name Redondo 
is used it refers to the Torrance Oil Field. Ed.)

Using the properties of Union Oil 
Company of California as an exam­ 
ple, he said,

"We have three wells in the field.

Sitting in his office in the corner 
of the Union Oil Company of Cali­ 
fornia's fleld headquarters at Santa 
Fe Springs, George Kammerer, sup­ 
erintendent of 'this division and oil 
man of over thirty years' experi­ 
ence, made some remarks abotlt the 
Redondo Beach old fleld which were 
considered worthy enough to war­ 
rant them being published.

"That Redondo," said Mr. Kam­ 
merer, in the slow, easy way he has 
of speaking, "has put up a hard 
battle to become an oil fleld and 
believe me she is going to win out 
  has already won out, in fact. 
While attention has been centered 
almost exclusively on Santa, Pe, 
Huntlngton Beach and Signal Hill 
for the past eight months or more, 
the very creditable progress made

Francis Number On pumping

completely overlooked. Of course, 
you have to admit that Redondo has 
made no such phenomenal records 
of flush production as the three 
districts so widely quoted down 
there. Still when you   consider 
that the results secured in these 
fields have made all previous field 
records for this state appear insig­ 
nificant by comparison, the steady

:ime very good work has been done. 
Right now, after seven months, 
there are thirty rigs in the field, 
and more are planned; 13 are drill­ 
ing, 5 building or rigging up, 1 
deepening, and 11 producing; 7 
of the producing wells are flowing, 
and 4 have to be pumped. The total 
daily production is approximately 
3400 barrels, or about 300 per well. 
Now, if that's failure I've never 
been in an oil field. I know they 
look pretty small when stacked up 
against the records of Santa Fe or 
Signal Hill wells, but if you take 
the actual oil field figures for the

ft basis, they look mighty fine. For 
example, the average 1921 daily 
production for the 10,000 producing 
California wells was about 33 bar­ 
rels; the average production for the 
great Midway-Sunset fleld, with its 
2600 wells on 46,000 proven acres 
in the San Joaquin Valley, is 37 
barrels per well, for the twenty-year 
old Kern River fleld of 2100 wells, 
but slightly over 9 barrels per well. 
for the Santa Maria fleld 26 barrels 
daily. These three fields have be­ 
tween them about 4700 wells, and 
we always thought they were not 
bad little oil producers. Now, when 
you compare Redondo's 300 barrels 
per well with these figures instead 
of the almost-gusher marks of the 
Santa Fe and Signal Hill newcom­ 
ers, the fleld looks a whole lot 
more encouraging."

A feature of the new Redondo 
field which has impressed Mr. Kam­ 
merer very much Is its great extent.

well is in the extreme Northwest 
sectioif, while the Weston Number 
One is over three miles away, and in j 
the southeast part of the district. 
As the general direction of the pres­ 
ent proven fleld is, like the major­ 
ity of the oil fields of California, 
northwest and southeast, the Wes­ 
ton well will, if successful, almost 
double the proven area. The Wes­ 
ton well and Number Two on the 
Francis lease, are drilling."

The Redondo district presents no 
congested acreage suggestive of a 
poolwhlch is apparently large, but 
really one liable to sudden decrease 
in production. Research work and

of districts such as Elk Hills have 
an economic life of from seven years 
downward, varying with the age of 
the field when they were brought 
in, while wells of other fields which 

in much less spectacularly 
have a future life of from two to 
five times as long. In the Elk 
Hills- district, after the first year 
of production of a particular well 
there is left in the ground from 28 
to 100 per cent of the total produc­ 
tion of the first year, this percen­ 
tage varying, as has been stated 
according to the age of the field; in 
Montebello wells have available fu­ 
ture production of from 100 to 180 
per cent, in Santa Maria from 100 
to 275 per cent, McKHtrick from 
400 to 1000. The Redondo field, as 
so far ^determined, more resembles 
the McKittrick type of fleld.

Territory which gives up oil in 
big quantities at the first is speedily 
drained and the drilling problem is 
a case of the devil take the hind­ 
most, but territory from which the 
oil comes by seepage into the wells 
s much more stable and production 
from these low pressure fields is 
spread over a long term of years.

Redondo's producing wells of the 
various companies are well scattered, 
and give rise to the general belief , 
among oil men that once the de- j 
velopment is well started Redondo; 
will become one of the largest end 
longest-lived oil producing areas in 
this part of the state. The rolling 
hills and general character of the 
properties, as well as the varying 
gravity of the oil produced resem­ 
ble in many features the character- | 
.sties of the Santa Maria fleld fur­ 
ther up the coast.

The Redondo production total for 
the month of December is expected 
to show in the neighborhood of 80,- 
000 barrels, a production exceeding 
that of Watsonville. Summerland, or 
Whittier fields, and not so much be­ 
hind the Los Angeles-Salt Lake
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field, 
been

So far, too, not one well has 
abandoned in the field, and

the drilling and production activity 
has increased with a steadiness 
which has done much to overcome 
the disparaging comment of pessi­ 
mistic critics. In fact, it seems 
quite safe to say that after a long 
period of uncertainty and a consid­ 
erable share of the difficulties

velopment, Redondo will have her 
oil field and that it will be a large- 
sized, consistent producing and 
long-lived district.
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and Orange counties alone in 1922, 
aggregating 70,718,820 barrels, 
would make a river 100 feet wide, 
5 feet deep and 168 miles long. 
The oil produced in the whole state 
last year would make a river of the 
same width and depth 317 miles 
long. California has produced, 
since the day the first well was 
brought in to the last day of 1922 
enough oil to make a river 100 feet 
wide, 6 feet deep, reaching from 
New York to Los Angeles and on 
nearly to San Francisco. There are 
still other rivers of the crude fluid 
to be brought to the surface, ac­ 
cording to Southern California Bus­ 
iness, official magazine of the Los 
Angeles chamber of commerce.

In Southern California there are 
1,048,785 miles ot copper wire in 
daily use, of which 150,000 miles 
was added last year, according to 
the same periodical. The wire 
strung up last year would reach 
six times around the earth, while 
the total mileage now In use wquld 
extend forty times around the earth. 
', The twenty-three banks ot Los 
Angeles at the close of 1922 had 
total depoalts ot $568 475,350.97, or 
the equivalent of $774.70 for each 
man, woman and child of its 860,- 
000 population. The twenty-three 
banks of that city alone had 
greater aggregate deposit than had 
the combined 954 bauks of Florida. 
Montana, New Hampshire and Utah, 
according to the last government re­ 
port of 1920. Also the Los Angeles 
bankti bad a greater aggregate de­ 
posit than lmd,,.combliied 1268 banks 
of the whole states ot Arkansas, 
Colorado, Idaho, Nevada and New
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Extensive Building 
Program for 1923

"When the curtain is drawn on 
the year 1923 I have every reason 
to believe that we will discover 
that every record made for con­ 
struction in the United States has 
been broken."

This statement was made yeser- 
day by Hurum E. Reeve, the local 
Winchester dealer, who makes it 
a part of his business to keep well 
posted on building conditions not 
only tn this section but throughout 
the country.

Continuing his opening state­ 
ment. Mr. Reeve said:

"Nothing denotes the retura of 
industrial prosperity which also 
means the prosperity of the nation 
 any more than the continuation 
and enlargement of the building 
program begun one year ago. The 
housing shortage caused by the cur­ 
tailment of building operations dur­ 
ing the war still exists and despite 
the fact that building operations in 
1922 exceeded those of any other 
year by more than $1,000,000,OOJ) 
experienced observers are of the 
opinion that the figures this year 
will be considerably above those of 
last year.

"There is one little hitch in this 
program, however. The building 
construction industry has reached a 
point where it can go no faster than 
men can be supplied to assemble 
materials that go to make up a 
building. In New York and other 
important centers' the shortage of 
laborers and skilled mechanics is of 
considerable importance. This con­ 
dition may work itself out, and ev­ 
eryone hopes that it will.

"We notice new buildings going 
up all around UB but very few peo­ 
ple give a thought to the outlay in 
money of this construction work, 
so these figures will prove startling 
to many. Conservative figures' of

1922 place the construction activi­ 
ties at $3,541,056,000, of which 
more than one billion dollars was 
for homes. In 1919 national build­ 
ing construction figures averaged 
$49,613,000 each week of the year. 
 In 1920 the average was $48,716,- 
000. The weekly average for the 
first quarter in 1921 was $29,000,- 
000; the second quarter, $63,000,- 
000; the third, $52,000,000, and 
the fourth $48,600,000. Then came 
the boom. The weekly average for 
the first quarter in 19-22 was $50,- 
000,000; the second quarter, $82,- 
000,000; the third quarter $70,000,- 
000, and the fourth quarter around 
$69,000,000. The final quarter is 
.usually the poorest for the building 
trades. Eighty thousand (80,000) 
buildings were constructed in 1920; 
110,000 buildings in 1921, and 
160,000 in 1922.

"In Los Angeles, a house was fin­ 
ished every 20 minutes. The build­ 
ings completed in that city in 1922, 
if placed on 6 (Moot lots, would 
make a street 190 miles long built 
nolid on both sides. One hundred 
forty-five thousand persons are em- 

I ployed in this work in Los Angeles.- 
' This will give one an idea of the 
great number of persons who are 
engaged in actual construction 
work. These men require a lot at 
hammers, chisels, end such other 
tools. You can figure it out as 
well as I pan, the vast number of 
locks, bolts and other lines of build­ 
ers' hardware that are needed in 
the finished product.

"It looka, like a big year."

Mexico, or the combined 2247 
banks of the states of Kaunas and 
North Dakota.

More lumber was brought into 
the port of Los Angeles than into 
any other port in the world during 
1922; according to the magazine. 
The number of board feet imported 
totaled 1,121,000,000. This lumber 
put Into five-room bungalowa would 
build homes for a complete city 
the size of Milwaukee or Cincinnati.

America appears to be a' country 
bounded on the north by Canada 
and. hounded on the east by sea­ 
going bootleggers.

Fewer men would have axaa i* 
grind If they had to furnish tjbra 
motive power to.- turning the grind- 
stone.

Here ia a health hint for -jur 
readers: Watm out for trains this 
winter while hunting coal alond the 
railroad tracks.

We aee«wheio one Alabama man 
soul another Alabama man an intor- 
,est in a queen bee for $150. Won­ 
der which ono Kot stung.

i M?yb.1 th<Y httve Thanksgiving 
right after election, BO we caiii give 
thanku the men we elected are no 
worae than they are.

Patronize Our Advertberi!
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