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ganlzatlon on the grounds of their 
accomplishments. They have ac 
complished more In seven months 
than the p.rogram called for, for the 
entire year.

The three most important activ 
ities for the first year of the 
Chamber of Commerce as requested 
by the membership at the time of 
the organization were the bond Is 
sue providing for the paving of 
Arlington avenue and' Carson 
street and the acquisition of a sew 
age disposal plant; a new High 
school building and a means of get 
ting more houses built In Torrance,

and these requests are recorded in 
the minutes of the meetings of 
February 16th and 23rd and March 
9th, as follows:

"From the minutes of February 
16th, Mayor Proctor explained tho 
purpose of the forthcoming bond is 
sues and urged all members of the 
Chamber of Commerce to support 
them. 'It Is absolutely necessary'1 
he said, 'for the welfare of Tor 
rance to have carson street and 
Arlington avenue paved.'

"This educational campaign was 
carried on by the Chamber of Com 
merce with the result that Arling 
ton avenue and Carson street are 
being paved."

Referring again to the minutes 
of the director's meeting of Febru 
ary 23 the secretary read of the
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work they inaugurated regarded 
the school situation and the secur 
ing of jufjeessary land,s and buildings 
for the i*pidly growing number ofr 
Torrance children Sf school age.

"This activity necessitated about 
fifteen meetings with the school 
board and several meetings with in 
dividual membe'rs of the board with 
the following results; the school 
board after lining apprised of our 
requirements, thought that five 
acres of land and a building to 
cost $100,000.00 would be enough 
for us. The committee did not 
agree with this viewpoint and kept 
working with the school board un 
til they purchased 17 1-2 acres of 
land and agreed to spend $150,000 
for buildings. The architects Far- 
rell and Miller are now engaged in 
drawing the plans and the build 
ing will be started this fall.

"The third activity, that of pro 
viding more homes, has taken a 
great deal of time and thought, for 
us a result of a questionalre senl 
out to ascertain about how many 
homes would l>e required, and at 
what prices, and on what terms, it 
developed that about 300 houses 
would be needed which could be 
sold for from three to four thous 
and dollars and on terms of about 
10% cash and 1% per month, in 
view of the tremendous activity in 
the building line in all cities in 
Southern California, and the furth 
er fact that 25% is considered a 
standard for a first payment on a 
home, the board of directors was 
up against a tough proposition. No 
less than 20 big contractors and 
building companies were interview 
ed and our requirements laid be 
fore them, but In almost every in 
stance we were turned down with 
out a personal visit on their part 
being made to our city.

"Four of these builders, however, 
came to Torrance and spent consid 
erable time looking <5ver the situa 
tion, and then decided to iijvest 
their -money elsewhere. The Board 
of Directors then decided that a 
locrl Mutual Building & Loan As 
sociation might be the solution, so 
after feveral conferences, witlfe Var 
ious Building & Loan Association 
executives, the TORRANCE MU 
TUAL BUILING & LOAN ASSOCIA 
TION was organized and is now in 
operation. The Security Housing 
Corporation of Los Angeles which 
finances the purchase or building 
of a home up to 70% of its valuf 
was also induced to start Opera 
tions here.

"In addition to, and while the 
above three important activities 
were being grought about, the fol 
lowing activities were either con- 
sumated or are being worked on:

"The deplorable condition of 
Western avenue between Electric 
avenue and 190th street was called 
to the attention of the County Su 
pervisors and the Los Angeles City 
Council and the latter body prom 
ised to improve -this street and 

r stand one third of the expense if 
the abutting property owners and 
the county would stand the bal 
ance. This decision was reached 
after about fifteen meetings with 
various city and county officials 
and the circulating of a petition in 
Torrance, Keystone Acres, Lomita, 
Moneta and Gardena requesting it 
Efforts have been made for tb_e past 
S years to get some action on this 
Important road leading into Tor 
rance.

"Immediaely after it became 
known that the Santa Fe Railroad 
was contemplating entering Los 
Angeles Harbor from the west over 
a line to be constructed from a 
point on its Redondo Beach and 
El Segundo branch opposition to it 
sprung1 up from many sources and 
on varied pretexts. The. property 
owners on E. street in Wilmlngton 
protested because they said it 
would ruin that street for a resi 
dential street. The Bixby Slough 
district residents protested because 
they thought it would interefere 
with the development* of Bixby 
Slough. The property owners along 
Slauson avenue in Los Angeles pro 
tested because they said that ve* 
hlcular traffic would be delayed 
and endangered by having so many 
trains crossing so many main traf 
fic arteries at grade. The district 
north and east of Long Beach up 
toward Whittler wanted their ter 
ritory developed and said that was 
the logical route for frieght trains 
to be diverted to the harbor. Some 
of the executive committee of the 
Regional planning Conference want 
a unification of tracks between the 
city of Los Angeles and the Harbor 
and want the present Union Pacific 
tracks used for that purpose. In 
view of these various objectors be 
ing very persistent in bringing 
their objections to the various of 
ficials, commissions and committ 
ees, it has necessitated no less than 
14 trips .into Los Angeles on the 
part of the committee handling 
this matter which is so vital to the 
interests of Torrance, present and 
future."

Other no less important activi-J 
ties referred to by Secretary Pot 
tinger in bis comprehensive recap 
itulation were the Highland ave 
nue extension, by which it is, ex 
pected to divert a large portion of 
traffic through Torrance by way of 
Carson about half a mile west of 
the city limits; the deplorable and 
at times Impassable condition of 
Carson street and Ocean avenue in 
Keystone Acres, the Improvements 
asked for ,belhg>£runted in less than 
a week; and trie desirability of a 
Western Union telegraph station 
for Torrunce. As this company has 
u working, agreement with the San 
ta Fe, It is expected that the re 
commendation of the District Field 
manager that u station be estab 
lished here will be granted on tbe 
advent of the railroad In this dis 
trict.

  The committee .appointed to in 
vestigate the telephone situation 
with a view of getting better ser 
vice and over u larger area, are! 
taking the muttur up with the Tele-! 
phone Compny und ths State Hail- 1 
way Commission to see what can be 
done.

The Chamber of Commerce re 
commended to the city Trustees
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that they purchase a site on which 
could be erected a city hall. The 
City trustees acted on this recom 
mendation and the site was pur 
chased.

'file Board of Directors author 
ized and endorsed the compilation 
and publishing of a city directory, 
which was off the press in May.

Referring to the necessary time 
devoted to outside conferences the 
scretary pointedly spoke of the 
 many meetings of the Regional 
Planning conference attended for 
three days by two delegates from 
Torrance.

To quote further from the sec 
retary's report:

"The development of the oil dis 
trict in our Western City limits and 
the construction of the Santa Fe 
Railroad will necessitate the em- 
'ploylng of a small army of men, 
and the establishment of a large 
camp from which they will oper 
ate. It was reported that this 
camp was to be established over 
near Redondo Beach, so a dele 
gation waited on the Santa Fe of 
ficials and secured the promise from 
them that the camp would bu lo 
cated just outside the western city 
limits of Torruiice."

The meetings of the Fourth Su 
pervisorial district chambers of 
commerce were touched upon by 
Pottluger in which he stated that 
from seven fo fifteen delegates from 
Torrance attended each of the 
monthly meetings of this organiza 
tion, of which George Proctor is 
president and Alfred Qourdier, of 
Torrance', is secretary. 
' To again quote the secretary's 
report:

."This annual entertainment chau- 
tuuquu was handled in u very com 
mendable manner by the committee 
appointed to look after it. It re 
quired about 20 conferences vf from 
30 minutes to three hours.

"While Torrance. In uot utoted as

a convention city, the Southern 
California Association of Commer 
cial Organization Secretaries; th 
Fourth Supervisorial District am1 
the Honor class of the Pasadena 
High 'school were all ably taken 
care of when they chose this for 
their meeting place and a great 
deal of favorable publicity has re 
sulted from their being here.

"Visits have been made to most 
of the cities in Southern California 
to inspire and cement the friend 
ship between communities which is 
so essential to the upbuilding of 
this territory. These visits have 
been tbe means of attracting 
number of prospective investors and 
citizens to Torrance.

"Under the heading of industries 
the Boa ixl of Directors want to say 
that they have been more con 
cerned with providing u place to 
live for the large army of people 
who are now working here and 
not living here, because with the
coming of industries, would come 
also an even greater demand for 
houses than that -which now exists. 
They have, however, intervelwed 
representatives of the following 
lines of business who said they 
wera looking for a locution for a 
factory; shoes, trunks, electric

pumps.washing machines, water .._ ,_, 
leather, klddie-kar, die-stock bund 
le, automobiles, spark-plugs, 
wrenches, auto tires, concrete lum 
ber. In every instance they want 
ed financial assistance ranging from 

$20,000 up to $25,01)0 and as we 
are unable to give these amounts 
they did not locate here. With the 
exception of the washing machine 
companies, who located in Los An- 
geles, we have not heard that the 
others have located any place yet. 
The practice of- offering induce-., 
mtmts In the form of land, cash, 
free rent, etc., to prospective In 
dustrie.)} has beeu abandoned |>y

most communities because It has 
proven very unsatisfactory. Now, 
however, that the housing prob 
lem is in a fair way of being solved 
the Board of Directors are starting 
an aggressive campaign to secure 
more industries."

In concluding the highly Inter 
esting and instructive report Sec 
retary Pottinger touched briefly on 
the success of the ,late fiesta- 
the publicity committee. the 
membersfof which have bee"n very 
active in handling the publicity 
for the bond Issue for the sewage 
disposal and the paving of Arling 
ton and Carson streets and the dis 
tribution of "boost" literature 
throughout the State.

Under the heading" of "Qlearlng 
House or Service Department" Sec- 
retal-y Pottinger said, to quote from 
his report:

"This department of your Chamb 
er of Commerce IB one of the most 
important for it hajudles tbe 
stranger after the work of the other 
committees havo succeeded in get 
ting him to come und visit us.

"This department bus placed 
nearly 100 people in various I " 
lions and bus found homes for at 
50 families.

"According to statistics each of 
hese families will put at least 

11.000 in circulation in this com- 
nunlty, each -year.

"A Chamber of Comerarce, like 
any other big business, takes time 
'o get established, and tbe number 

f accomplishments attained by tbe 
Board of Directors of your Chamber 
of Commerce are such as to merit 
the whole hearted und unselfish 
support of every resident lu getting 
It established. Without this sup 
port they caii do nothing, and their 
future pluim will be measured eu- 
irely by the support you give them. 
Put your shoulder to the wheel aud 
let's go, for a Bigger, Better, und 
Busier -Torranw."


