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h Dole the Answer?
Almost half of the $1.26 billion homeownen and 

other property owners in Los Angeles County will have 
to pay in county taxes for the fiscal 1M7-M will be 
for "welfare."

!  this money really going to contribute to human 
welfare?

Just to pay the salaries and office) expense* of the 
welfare department, $56 million-plus is to be spent  
as much as the entire county sheriffs department 
budget

The question is whether supporting this vast army 
of paper-shufflers is the best possible way to help the 
needy.

The county dole system will send checks to wel 
fare recipients totaling a fantastic $383 million. How 
these monthly allowances from government contribute 
to a feeling of individual dignity and self-respect among 
the needy has never been fully clarified.

We believe that many persons presently wbsisting 
on county doles are capable of doing much useful work. 
They are an untapped reservoir of talent of great po 
tential value to our community. Many would welcome 
the opportunity once again to perform valuable serv 
ice, and we can think of no better place than to use 
their talents than in county service itself.

The county welfare program can become partially 
self-sustaining and at the same time make a real con 
tribution to human welfare if those receiving payments 
are given the opportunity to perform worthwhile work 
in return.

County supervisors would do well to eliminate 
from county payrolls all persons presently doing work 
that could be done instead by welfare recipients.

We suggest that a good place to begin is hi the 
Department of Public Social Services. Let the welfare 
recipients shuffle their own papers and save the tax 
payers $56 million.

Cockroaches and Varnish
Congressman Don Brotzman of Colorado objected 

recently to some of the federal projects which the tax 
payers were being asked to support with tax dollars.

He reported later that his objections brought an 
outpouring of reports on other projects which have a 
doubtful value in the scheme of things.

The congressman reported, for example, that he 
had learned that the taxpayer was being asked lo put 
up $5,000 for an analysis of violin varnish used prior 
to 1737.

Another $20,000 was earmarked for the study of 
German cockroaches.

A study of the social history of French medicine 
from 1789 to 1815 was worth a tab of $11,782.

Work on a dictionary of folklore, magic, and 
witchcraft brought $15,000 to UCLA.

The congressman professes to be a little puzzled 
by H all We concur.

Honest Advertising
Assurance of quality is one of the major contribu 

tions of advertising to the consumer.
The retailer, the service firm, the manufacturer 

who spends thousands   or millions   of dollars to 
build a reputation cannot afford to jeopardize his rep 
utation by failure to deliver the quality offered in ad 
vertisements.

The local newspaper survives on the trust of peo 
ple. It cannot afford to jeopardize Us survival by print 
ing unreliable news or unreliable advertising.

As in no other medium, the advertiser in the local 
newspaper can be called to account for misleading ad 
vertising. The consumer has the record in hand. By 
picking up his telephone he can confirm the integrity 
of any advertising claim.

The local publisher is the neighbor of the con 
sumer. The local retailer is the neighbor of the con 
sumer. In such a situation, advertising is necessarily 
a medium of information. It is subject to the same 
checks on accuracy which are applied to news stories.

The local housewife finds it impractical or impos 
sible to censure a national magazine, a broadcast net 
work, or distributor of mail and throw away circulars. 
Her response to advertising of dubious origin is always 
a gamble.

A can of beans of unknown brand may cost a few 
cents less than a well advertised brand. However, if 
it is half filled with water or inferior beans it is expen 
sive. Most consumers are quick to learn this simple 
truth about individual products.

Over a longer period of time they learn the same 
about the performance of an entire store. They know 
that good local newspaper advertising removes the 
gamble from retail shopping in the local community.

Morning Report:
The old stereotype of the ambassador as a suave 

gentleman in striped trousers who sips tea while cook 
ing up a secret treaty is no more. That was the day 
of upper class diplomacy.

The whole process has been democratized. The 
ambassador's biggest menace is no longer a sly Tally- 
rand but a slinging mob, tossing rocks through the 
embassy windows and clobbering him every time he 
tries to get on an airplane.

I think it's high time our own State Department 
change its recruiting system. We need more AH Amer 
ican guards and fullbacks in our embassies. And maybe 
  good sprinkling of Marine sergeants to give the team 
proper depth and experience in hand-to-hand combat.

Abe Mellinkoff
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Secret State Committee

By EDWIN g.C AFTf

SACRAMBNTO-TlM Cali 
fornia legudatan adopted a 
new tew last year which 
finally set for members of 
the hiMrtiiii ths same 

m "conflict of to- 
i It lad set for 

of state gov-

the Income tax, or by s isles 
tax, or by higher taxes oa 
corporations, banks snd in 
surance companies, the tax 
payer deserves to know why 
tVse selections were made.

enunental effldenty com 
mittee.

The Mil had   brief open 
hearing baton the revenue 
and taxation committee and 
then, this week, was sched 
uled for another rewriting ,- to h perhaps 
in a secret meeting of the {Sonone type of texand 
committee en finance. MM*. ctr tain others

MNk ,tl»c*«fikt of 
tew, wtojcfc prevents 

fresa vettBM on

fft thtsa penMsJly sad from 
MM* Oftir pMttte of mflu- 
«SK* to represent clients be- 
ton state agceclti (for a 
DM). WM adopted as part of 
a psefcasft which included a

BERB CAEN SAYS:

His Line Sure to Throw 
The Snooty Secretaries

And would you say a hip 
pie is someone who has sold 
his birthright for a pot of 
message? ... Dr. Gerald 
Feigen, a great admirer of 
Marshall "The Medium Is 
the Massage" McLuhan, de 
faced the wall of Adman 
Howard Gonage's office by 
scrawling this griffito 
thereon: "The Tedium is the 
Gossage" .. . Now we have 
Tom Henderson, music di 
rector of KSFR. Tom has 
figured out a foolproof ploy 
for bypassing haughty secre 
taries who ask: "And what is 
it you wish to speak to Mr. 
Jones about?" Tom replies: 
'Td like to know his inten 
tions regarding my wife!" 
Does it every time.

* * *
Herewith an alarming note 

from the June newsletter of 
the Sexual Freedom League, 
Inc.: "While working to or 
ganise sexual freedom 
groups in other areas, we 
discovered that a lot of our 
members who live in San 
Francisco have been very in 
active lately." Perhaps we 
can get together on this 
problem and see if we can

work H out to our mutual 
satisfaction . . . The most 
succinct editorial of the 
week was written by the 
San Francisco Chronicle 
printed who, on Page One, 
transformed "United Na-

San Francisco
tions" into "Untied Nations" 
. . . And for those readers 
who want to know what's 
written on the Wailing Wall, 
we can only quote the an 
cient joke: "Lord, we have 
been your chosen people for 
5,000 years. Please choose 
somebody else."

In the interest of research, 
I put on my eight-button 
double-breasted Brioni jack 
et, a pair of tight pants and 
my fruit boots and went out 
to the drogstore on Haight 
St., looking more odd than 
Mod. The pants were so 
tight I could inhale only, a 
situation not devoutly to be 
desired in the Drogstore. To 
the sound of splitting seams, 
I settled down next to an 
adenoidal young man.

"You new on the scene?"

to the annual legisla 
tive salary from 96,000 to 
$11000.

Unfortunately, there is no 
ssitk iscssjttve for the law- 
  fctin to require their own 
committee* to hold meetings 
open to the press and pub 
lic, as the tew requires other 
state agestfiBS. boards of so- 
perrisan, sod eity councils 
to do.

* * *
This year, the legislature 

is faced with adopting the 
largest tax increase in the 
history of the state. The 
bfll of Governor Ronald Rea 
gan, SBSM-Deukmejisn, was 
rewritten almost in Its en 
tirely during a closed-door 
meeting of the senate gov

I asked. Examining my duds,
be inquired, "You from the
fun?" "No man," I replied, _____________
"I am a journalist from the
overground press, seeking RQYCE BRIER
truth." He grunted. "I want .
to know," I continued, "why
you happened to come to
San Francisco." "Because it
is where it is," he replied
curtly. "This is where it's
all happening." "What is?" I
asked. "Everything," he
shrugged. "You know. The
whole scene."

•ff -tc -fr
In s panel discussion at a 

school of higher learning I 
threw in the question, "But 
why San Francisco?" Ans 
wer: "Because this is where 
the winds of freedom Mow." 
And '"Because there has 
been an atmosphere of aban 
don here since the Gold 
Rush days." And 'The hip 
pies are anti-establishment, 
and so is San Francisco." 
Actually, San Francisco is 
very much an establisment 
city; it makes just as much 
sense to say that THAT'S 
why the hippies are flocking 
here   the "enemy" is so 
visible.

Recently, the senate fish 
and gams rsmmtttee went

Sacramento

consider a bill transferring 
jurisdiction of certain ocean 
fish from the legislatnn to 
tii* fish snd game «>>mnus- 
sien. to that ease, the chair 
man, Senator Fred W. Mar- 
ler Jr., R-Redding, said 
enough public testimony had 
been heard on the measure 
and the committee wanted 
to make its decision with 
out spending more time 
hearing from witnesses.

In the case of the tax bill 
bearings, where the bite of 
some $1 billion s year from 
the taxpayers' was bandied 
about the senators said they 
felt they could have a full 
and free discussion in a 
closed-door session, and that 
the language used might be 
s little rough for the tender 
ears of the press.

This is an old ami tradi 
tional argument in favor of 
secret meetings but holds 
little m?rit in this corner. 
It's true the taxpayer is go 
ing to be nicked at about 
every turn in bis life under 
the new law, when and if 
it's passed.

But if the bite is to be 
upon his income, through

opposes 
should have his views <n the 
matter made public tor the 
enlightenment of his consti 
tuency.

* * *
The myth that a free 

and open discussion of views 
is impossible under condi 
tions of open meetings, with 
tiie public snd the press on 
hand, baa been shown to 
be just that on many occa 
sions. When meetings which 
had been proposed to be 
closed were opened sudden 
ly, there was just as vehe 
ment an'exchange, except 
that mose of those making 
the statements had one eye 
cocked to make certain the 
press was taking down 
everything that was ssfd.

The state assmbly, under 
Speaker Jesss M. Unruh, D» 
Inglewood, has been much 
more reluctant to hold 
closed sessions but holds 
one occasionally.

If the California legisla 
ture, which many hope is s 
a model for others across 
the nation, is to reach Us 
full stature of equality as 
the third branch of govern 
ment, the practice of closed 
door sessions of committees 
should be halted. The peo 
ple are entitled to know why 
their full-time, well-paid 
representatives vote as they 
do.

Mailbox

There is a news story that 
the United Nations Assem 
bly is facing "mounting de 
mands" that H restore the 
U. N. peacekeeping force in 
the Mideast.

In the same story is a 
scattering of reports that 
some members think the 
original idea as a perman 
ent U.N. polke force should 
be revived, ready to inter 
vene in small wars through 
out the world. You will re 
call that in the late 1940s 
this was a widely accepted 
formula for U.N. action, but 
it was a delusion.

The great powers and 
small were unable to reach 
an agreement for a perman 
ent force, and all plans rav

eled out Instead, Improvis 
ed forces were assembled to 
rush to troubled areas snd 
hold the lid down until 
things cooled off. Those

World Affairs""""
U.N. formations were mostly 
north European militia and 
others remote from the 
scene, in the belief they 
would be less likely to en 
rage already enraged bellig 
erents.

* * *!

This volunteer policing 
had some effect among 
emerging tribal African na 
tions, snd it worked in Korea 
with one great power par 
ticipating, but its general ef-

WILLIAM HOGAN

Editor, Press-Herald
In reference to your edi 

torial dated June 25, I too 
agree that we should all be 
very happy that Torrance 
was able to attract such an 
outstanding company as the 
AiResearch Division of the 
Garrett Corp. to Torrance's 
growing industrial commu 
nity.

Over the last 10 years Tor 
rance has been able to at 
tract many other businesses 
and commercial establish- 
lishments. I am sure there 
are many reasons why we 
are able to attract industry 
and people to our city and 
not the least among these 
would be our reasonable tax 
rate. I am sure too that one 
reason many persons move 
here is because our city has 
had a reputation of having 
an outstanding school dis 
trict. Good schools do attract 
people.

During the last few years 
the talk in the "trade" is 
that Torrance is not what it 
used to be as fsr as teach 
ers an concerned. This talk 
can be beard at any of the 
local colleges snd universi 
ties when teachers take 
their graduate work. Tor 
rance is fast developing a 
reputation as a good place 
to start a teaching career.

Torrance hires many good 
teachers but is finding it In 
creasingly difficult to keep 
them. A look at any school 
district which has an out 
standing reputation will 
show s district which has 
ah outstanding salary sched 
ule. Torrance is becoming

snd sversge school district 
because the school board in 
sists on paying below aver 
age salaries to its most ex 
perienced teachers. Money 
doesn't teach   but it gets 
and keeps good teachers. 
Torrance offers a competi 
tive beginning salary but the 
school board refuses to be 
lieve the fact that we do not 
keep good people by paying 
them below average salaries. 

The president of the school 
board, Mr. (Bert) Lynn, has 
said he will not pay teachers 
the salary they are asking 
because those salaries will 
"bankrupt us."

This is an opinion of Mr. 
Lynn's that is completely 
unsubstantiated. The econ 
omy of Torrance is very 
healthy and its prospects for 
the future are very bright. 
(One only needs to look 
around us.)

Torrance is fast becoming 
an outstanding city. We 
need to t provide the best

Missing a Laundry List
There is no disputing the 

fact that Edmund Wilson, 
critic, novelist, poet, essay 
ist and editor, vs among the 
most distinguished Ameri 
can literary figures of our 
tune, and one of its ablest 
intellect. Yet I still hear 
rumblings of confusion, if 
not outrage, among serious 
readers over Wilson's frag 
mented youthful journal* 
which ran a« a series in the 
New Yorker not long ago.

These appeared to be in 
terminable jottings, recollec 
tions, observations, Jokes, 
family anecdotes, bits of 
poetry, an outrageously 
childlike diary of a trip to 
Europe Wilson made during 
the summer of 1908. Every 
thing was tossed into this

of this city and 
many more children to 
come. We can do that only 
by buying the best teachers 
available and paying them a 
salary which will keep them 
ben.

I know this is what Tor 
rance citizens want and I 
also know our city is not 
going to go bankrupt by of 
ferings its teachers a truly 
professional salary.

Sincerely,
DAROLD KUSCH,
Torrance taxpayer and
teacher

basket except the author's 
laundry lists as a Pinctton 
undergraduate. Was it the 
most elaborate literary put- 
on of the age, or could be 
distinguished Edmund Wil 
son be serious?

"ft if "fa
This now appears as a 

book, first of a series, Wil 
son tells us, titled "A Pre 
lude: Landscapes, Charac 
ters and Conversations from 
the Earlier Yesrs of My 
Life." It suggests egcMjantri- 
city of an almost clinical 
degree, I cannot believe that

anyone beyond Wilson's 
closet blood relatives could 
be remotely stirred by 90 
per cent of this minutiae: 
fragments from journals 
which explain his family

Books
connections, recall school 
and college friends or de 
scribe his relatively undis 
tinguished wartime experi 
ences, 1917-1919.

There are reading lists, 
descriptions of sunsets, the 
mention of a, visit, with s 
cousin named Alice, to the 
San Francisco exposition of 
1915. We discover that his 
fellow Princtonian, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald .was the first edu 
cated Catholic Wilson had 
ever known but very little 
more than that about Fita- 
gerald.

Of the possibility of far- 
ther reminiscences   Wil 
son's Vanity Fair and New 
Republic periods; his diverse 
books snd formidable career

sign. But no, Wilson's pat 
tern is to consider only him 
self snd his own interests; 
what he read during August, 
1918; or this: "I heard, a 
story that one soldier from 
the South got s letter from 
his father in which the old 
man said that be hated to 
have the boy away so long, 
'But the damned Yanks 
have got to be licked.'"

In a sense, "A Prelude" 
suggests the influences 
which helped to shape an 
extraordinary literary mind, 
but the most remarkable 
thing about it Is the tedious 
fashion in which Wilson at 
tempts to do this. Admirers 
of his many books, from 
"Axel's Castle" to "The 
Shock of Recognition" to 
"Patriotic Gore" might like 
to hear about his later, pro 
ductive years. The good-bad 
old days as described in this 
.document remain a'confus 
ing scrapbook of a most un 
rewarding kind.

fectiveneas was spotty and 
dubious.

It has been noted that a 
well-run police department 
in a large city can, with two 
modern exceptions, keep the 
peace. Its procedures are 
standardized by law, and 
then is no political or legis 
lative interference at ths 
moment of trouble. The ex 
ceptions an massive racial 
conflict or bitter industrial 
strife.

But the U.N. police fores 
lacks centralized control 
and standardlcen pro 
cedures. The Secretary Gen 
eral is hi theory its boss (for 
lack of any other), but he Is 
basically a diplomat, and 
neither by training nor de 
sign an executive officer 
charged with the use of 
force.

He may be intimidated as 
U Thant was by the United 
Arab Republic, which de 
manded on the eve of hos 
tilities that the 3,400-man 
U.N. force on the Gaza fron 
tier be withdrawn.

Thant averred he lacked 
the powed to refuse with 
drawal, and It may be true. 
But this is no exercise 'of 
police authority, nor is it 
any exhibition of the col 
lective power of 122 nations 
confronted by the revolt of 
one or two. It 1s an exercise 
of police impotence under 
pressure.

Hence, the United Nations 
delegates are talking 
through their hats, unless 
their nations an pnpared 
to establish a tuper.national 
force, and support its func 
tions, however inconvenient

It is obvious the United 
Nations could not halt a nu 
clear exchange between the 
gnat powers if they had the 
suicidal impulse for one. 
Nor can It halt a

as a man of toters   he ex 
plains: "It is unlikely that 
very much more than this 
volumes with perhaps a 
second, can be published tiu 
after my death."

*> * *
One reads these journals 

with t kind of dogged per 
versity, hoping they will 
erupt into corns grand de-
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as the messiah. But brush 
wars are in a different di 
mension, and a determined 
effort to prevent them or, 
once started, to cool them 
off, u^t least possible.

It will not be done, bow- 
ever, unless the great 
powers agree it is prudent 
to do it, and then devise the 
machinery to do it. Unhap 
pily, this would require a 
change of thinking amoung 
the great powers, and a 
change of thinking is a fair 
ly rare human-historical 
phenomenon.


